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Langley School Board 

School District #35 

4875 – 222nd St 

Langley BC V3A 3Z7 

September 18, 2017 

Re: SOGI Curriculum 

Dear Langley School Board 

We understand that your district has faced criticism recently for taking steps toward 

adopting the SOGI 123 plan. In the face of that backlash, we want to express our support 

of your district’s proactive approach toward making your schools and your students’ 

education LGBTQ-inclusive. 

Since 1984, the British Columbia Humanist Association has provided a community and a 

voice for Humanists and the non-religious in BC. Humanism is a worldview that 

promotes human dignity without belief in a higher power. We promote progressive and 

secular values. Specifically, we support the fully protection and promotion of human 

rights and are signatories of the Trans Equality Now pledge. We have also fought for an 

end to religious privilege in our education system through our Secular Schools campaign. 

From our research, 61% of people in the Fraser Valley do not practice a religion or faith 

and only 17% claim to attend religious services on a weekly basis.1 

Under the School Act, public schools in BC have a duty to be “strictly secular and non-

sectarian.” In our view, conservative religious ideologies appear to be driving the 

concerns raised by a minority of voices over the SOGI curriculum. When faced with a 

similar situation where the Surrey School Board sought to suppress pro-LGBTQ material 

under pressure from religious lobbies, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled against the 

board saying, “The Board must act in a way that promotes respect and tolerance for all 

the diverse groups that it represents and serves.”2 Exclusionary viewpoints do not get a 

veto over discussions of diversity within our schools. 

                                                   
1 http://www.bchumanist.ca/religious_and_secular_attitudes_2016  
2 Chamberlain v. Surrey School District No. 36, [2002] 4 S.C.R. 710, 2002 SCC 86 
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Beyond the question of religious influence, we see a positive onus for politicians and 

people in positions of authority to seek to fight discrimination and promote inclusion of 

historically marginalized groups. BC and Canada have taken big steps since the 

Chamberlain decision, including the legalization of same-sex marriage and the extension 

of human rights protections to trans individuals but there is still a long way to go. 

Homophobia and transphobia are still widespread in society and suicide rates among 

LGBTQ youth ought to serve as an urgent call to action. While we lack the expertise to 

comment specifically on SOGI 123, programs like it are an important step toward 

eliminating such bigotry and promoting a more just and inclusive society. 

Again, we commend you on the work you’ve done to date on these important issues and 

urge you to remain strong in your support of marginalized youth in Langley. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Ian Bushfield 

Executive Director 


