
The Brian D. Robertson Memorial Solar School Fund (BDR Fund) is the next chapter in the life of a 
visionary who saw things as they are, wondered why they weren't better, and then got busy to make 
them so.  Brian served as President and Chief Financial Officer of North America's largest solar 
energy services provider, Sun Edison.  He also served as the Chief Executive Officer at Amonix, Inc., 
a company specializing in the design and manufacture of utility-scale solar power systems.  As an 
expert in the industry, Brian served on many Boards of Directors and was a sought-after resource 
for both technical and business advice. 

A tragic airplane accident interrupted that vision quest, but Brian's family, friends, and associates, 
have infused into the spirit of the BDR Fund, the vision of a world where our children access and 
value solar energy, and contribute to the development of a sustainable, livable, global community.  
Brian believed that today's student, regardless of socio-economic status, is tomorrow's sustainable 
leader, and our future.  Education, Collaboration, Technology, and Environmental Stewardship, are 
the cornerstones of the BDR Fund, enabling students to build small solar powered projects and 
solutions in the midst of learning and doing.

Beginning in 2017, the BDR Fund is expanding its' educational outreach into low-income communities 
with an innovative adventure which will invite students to become a part of a hands-on experience 
with solar energy, that can translate into real jobs.  Light Your Path will not only increase graduation 
rates, by demonstrating and teaching the students a profession they can excel in, but will also 
teach them how they can become solar leaders in their own neighborhoods and cities. 

Light Your Path will demonstrate how a solid environmental education and the promise of a seat at 
the table of the growing solar industry, is a win/win for the student, the community, the industry, 
economy, and the environment.  According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the mean annual 
wage for a Solar Photovoltaic Installer was $40,070 in 2015.  Naturally, these numbers will vary 
across the nation, but it is clear that with the demand for cleaner energy, the solar industry will 
continue to grow, spawning more and more jobs, ranging from those that design and build the  
new systems, to those that put them together and make them work.
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Program Summary

In 2017 BDR Fund will launch Light Your Path, a program designed to engage students in low-
income communities around the country, in understanding how solar energy is helping to solve the 
many problems facing a world grown too big to depend on fossil fuels.  A clean and sustainable 
environment is fast becoming the universal goal of all people, and Light Your Path ensures that 
students in these after-school programs become part of the discussion, as well as the solution.

The launch of Light Your Path will be in Chicago, a place where there is both a great need and interest 
in the jobs created by a growing solar industry.  Light Your Path is designed to motivate students to 
become solar energy enthusiasts by providing a fun and dynamic after-school experience where 
they will learn not only the basic skills necessary to become a part of this industry, but will actually 
build various solar-powered devices that can have an immediate and positive impact on their daily 
lives.  These experiences and new-found skills range from financial literacy, to proficiency in math 
and science, to respect for the environment, and an understanding that we are all a part of this 
global community, called Planet Earth.        
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3-6PM offer opportunities for juvenile crime and 
other risky behaviors. Studies have shown 

that participation in afterschool programs help reduce 
juvenile crime, pregnancies, teen sex, and boys' 
marijuana use  (Goldschmidt, Huang, Chinen, 2007; Philliber, Kaye, 
Herrling, 2001; Philliber, Kaye, Herrling, West, 2002)



The Key Elements 

•	 Foundations of Solar  - Employs innovative teaching methods designed to grab the students' 
attention and draw them into the learning process, thus enabling them to better understand the 
environmental impact of solar, and how it can be the key to helping a community thrive.

•	 Innovative Teaching Methods  - A practical and first-person approach to teaching students how 
solar works through hands-on and fun learning and building of projects.  More than a lecture – 
dynamic and fun way of teaching and engaging students.

•	 Professional Immersion  - This expeditionary experience will immerse the student in the real life 
workplaces where solar energy systems are designed, manufactured, and installed, giving them a 
clear perspective of what a career in the solar industry has to offer them. 

•	 Team Work & Leadership - Students are required to work cooperatively together in order to 
achieve certain objectives, including the selection of group projects, construction schedule, and 
budget.  In order to achieve this desired cooperative spirit, the fine art of listening is a major 
guiding principle applied throughout the entire learning experience.  

•	 Global Connection - Given the global significance of solar energy, coupled with the fact that 
many developing countries lack the most basic necessities for daily life, let alone resources to 
learn and develop ways in which to harness the power of the sun to help, Light Your Path students 
will find creative ways in which to communicate and share information with students in these 
countries.    
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A meta-analysis of 68 afterschool studies found that 
students in high-quality afterschool programs attended 

school more often and showed improvements in their behavior 
compared to students not enrolled in programs. 
Am J Community Psychol. 2010 Jun;45(3-4):294-309. 



How the Program Works

The selected middle or high school will devise methods to inspire the recruitment of students 
into the after-school Light Your Path program.  These methods can vary greatly based on the solar 
literacy of the faculty, but should all emphasize the adventurous nature of the program, and 
potential for jobs in the solar industry.  The BDR Fund has many alliances and friends in the solar 
industry, some of whom may be brought in to assist in designing the recruitment strategies needed 
by a particular school.  

Each school has the option of utilizing the Light Your Path Program Policies, Procedures, and 
Curriculum, or amending them to fit their particular circumstances.  The Program, as designed, will 
run for eight weeks each semester, with a suggested length of one and a half hour classes offered 
on two different days each week, for a total course time of twenty-four hours.  Class location 
will be based at the school, but will also move to various selected partner locations, such as solar 
manufacturing and installation sites.  The classes will be supervised by a Light Your Path volunteer, 
who can be a Teacher, or community member approved by the school administration, with 
instruction, guidance, and stipend assistance from BDR Fund and its' affiliates.   

The curriculum will include small group discussion, versus lecture, regarding solar energy; how it is 
created by the sun, how it is converted into usable energy, and the nearly endless number of ways 
in which it can help solve great global problems, while making life easier for everybody on earth.  
It will also include practical applications of solar energy in the construction of several inexpensive 
solar devices, such as a solar cooker, and solar hot water heater.  The terminal class project will be 
the construction and installation of a window mounted solar air heater, to be installed in a south 
facing window of an identified low-income family home.  This solar heater will enable that family 
to comfortably use another room in their house during winter months, that might otherwise have 
been closed off from the heated portion of the house.  
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How the Program Works (cont)

The students will spend at least one class period learning the cost of the various materials needed 
to build the different projects, and how to create a budget to cover those costs.  It is expected that 
the students will provide the initiative to identify the material vendors, and develop the approach 
needed to request either donations of materials, or discounted prices.  BDR Fund will help subsidize 
the material costs as a last resort, but feels there is great value in students learning the cost of 
materials and the value of their efforts.  In all sessions, effective approaches to self advocacy, 
persuasion, and public speaking will be encouraged and practiced.

A couple of compelling truths support the notion that a global connection exists when one delves 
into the world of solar energy: the sun shines every day of the year, and on every part of the globe.  
It is a constant source of energy, available to, and needed by, all of the people who share our planet.  
As the sun does not discriminate as to who could benefit from its' powers, so we who work to 
harness those powers must share the fruits of those labors.  To that end, Light Your Path will develop 
strategies to identify, contact and engage, and work cooperatively with educational groups in 
developing countries to learn of their cultures, resources, strengths, problems, and needs.  The Light 
Your Path students will be encouraged to share their solar experiences, both successes and failures, 
with their overseas peers, and to nourish those relationships by providing encouragement and 
support in finding ways to help solve problems through the use of solar energy.  

During the course of the program, students will journey to factories and workshops where engineers, 
computer programmers, electricians, carpenters, installers, and many other professionals, are busy 
making and installing solar energy systems for homes and businesses across their region.  They will 
be able to talk with these professionals, to watch them use sophisticated technologies, alongside 
drill and wrench people mounting the frameworks to roofs, scaffolds, and other structures.  They 
will, in short, be able to envision a time and opportunity in which they, too, could have a career in 
the solar industry. 

Light Your Path


