
 

 

Whakangākau te moana, whakangākau ngā uri a Tangaroa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Green Party’s vision is an Aotearoa where everyone can see 

seabirds soaring overhead while thriving kelp forests support marine 

ecosystems. It is your kids scrambling over rock pools and seeing 

more species than you did when you were a child, rather than less. 

And it is a healthy marine ecosystem with plenty of kaimoana in 

sparkling clean waters.  

Oceans and seas are the lifeblood of our planet, providing a home to thousands of 

taonga species and absorbing carbon emissions. Oceans and seas provide us with 

nourishing food to feed our families, and support the livelihoods of millions. 

But in Aotearoa and around the world, our oceans have faced threats that are growing 

more and more urgent every day. Overfishing, pollution, and mining have taken a toll 

on our precious ocean ecosystems and reduced their natural abundance to 

unsustainable levels.  

The Green Party has a plan to restore the health and productivity of our seas and 

fisheries. We will:  

 Protect at least 30% of Aotearoa’s oceans by 2030, with new legislation to 

create a network of marine protected areas. The new legislation will recognise te 

Tiriti o Waitangi and Māori customary and commercial fishing rights.  

 Begin to develop a new way of managing fisheries based on holistic 

ecosystem management, to ensure a kaitiakitanga-focused approach to 

sustainable fisheries management. This will occur alongside a review of the 

Quota Management System (QMS), which has not sustained healthy fisheries. 

The detail of the ecosystem management approach and QMS review will be 

developed in partnership with Māori within a framework that upholds rights 

under te Tiriti o Waitangi, and could include co-governance of the marine 

environment with iwi and hapū. The purpose will be to restore fisheries stocks 

and marine habitats, and ensure that future generations can enjoy abundant 

oceans.  
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 Introduce comprehensive marine spatial planning to ensure a strategic 

approach is used to manage our marine spaces, including allocation of space for 

aquaculture, fishing, and other uses.  

 Ban the most harmful commercial fishing practices such as bottom trawling 

on seamounts and set netting in the habitat of endangered seabirds and 

dolphins. 

 Restore the health and abundance of the Hauraki Gulf/Tīkapa Moana/Te 

Moananui ā Toi by urgently phasing out the most ecologically harmful 

commercial fishing practices.  

 Invest up to $50 million to help fishers transition to more sustainable fishing 

methods. 

 Support robust and well-resourced monitoring and enforcement of 

fisheries and marine protection rules, and accelerate the implementation of 

cameras on boats. 

 Ensure less plastic ends up in our oceans by phasing out low quality, non-

recyclable plastic, and ensuring higher value plastics are recovered and recycled 

on-shore in Aotearoa New Zealand.  

 Support local marine conservation efforts with $10m a year for a Community 

Coastline Clean-up Fund. 

 Work internationally to support the progress toward a Global Oceans 

Treaty. 

The Green Party recognises that sustainable oceans protection and fisheries 

management must be underpinned by a commitment to honouring te Tiriti o Waitangi. 

Iwi and hapū have rangatiratanga over fisheries, protected under te Tiriti. Establishing a 

new approach will only be possible, and just, with the involvement of iwi and hapū.  

Starting in the Hauraki Gulf/Tīkapa Moana/Te Moananui ā Toi 

As a first step towards reforming overall marine and fisheries management, the Green 

Party will reform the Hauraki Gulf Marine Park Act to urgently phase out the most 

destructive commercial fishing practices such as bottom trawling, dredging, and Danish 

seining. We will zone areas in the Hauraki Gulf Marine Park for active protection and 

management of fish and marine life, including areas for customary takes and iwi and 

hapū management, scientific research, recreational fishing, and no take marine 

reserves and temporary no take areas. Reduced bag limits will give everyone a better 

chance of catching a fish. Boat catch limits will be put in place for key species until they 

recover, based on scientific assessments. We will commit funding to restore 100,000 

hectares of shellfish beds in the Gulf, the equivalent of 100,000 rugby fields. 

 


