
 

 

 

  



 

We have a once-in-a-generation opportunity to make 

healthier, vibrant communities a reality while tackling the 

climate crisis and rebuilding the economy after the COVID-19 

pandemic. By making smart decisions now, we can deliver 

truly fast, frequent, low-carbon transport alternatives that 

help put Christchurch on the path to net-zero emissions by 

2050. 

 

 

 

  



 

Situation 
Following the Canterbury earthquakes the people of Christchurch were 

asked how they would like to see the city rebuilt. Over 100,000 people 

shared their ideas and overwhelmingly called for: 

 A green, people-focused city with public spaces free from cars. 

 More transport choices, including safe cycle lanes and higher 

quality public transport. 

 A vibrant urban life with appealing streetscapes, cafes, and more 

room for people walking.1 

 

Some of these ideas are now a reality. Christchurch city centre has 

become a more attractive place to walk, cycle, and scoot around. 

 

The Green Party in Government secured the biggest ever one-off 

investment in cycling for Christchurch. $125 million was allocated to 

complete six major “shovel-ready” cycle routes connecting outer 

suburbs to the city, like the city to Sumner, city to Heathcote, and city to 

Templeton routes.2 

 

However, Christchurch has missed out on investment in transformative 

modern rapid transit that would help cut greenhouse gas emissions 

and make the city easier to get around without a car. This is because 

successive governments have instead prioritised spending billions on 

urban motorways, which risk increasing urban sprawl and creating 

more traffic and pollution in the long-term. 

 

The Green Party has a plan to change that, and kick-start more climate 

friendly transport in Christchurch. 

 



 

Transforming Christchurch’s 

transport network 

The Green Party will prioritise investment in a core rapid 

transit network for Christchurch. This will leverage the 

existing rail network and integrate with our planned 

Regional Rapid Rail services. 
 

Commuter rail 

The Green Party will invest in a frequent commuter rail service 

connecting Rangiora, the city, and Rolleston. This will integrate with 

Regional Rapid Rail services, initially extending to Ashburton and then 

on to Timaru and Dunedin in the south and Picton in the north. 

 

This will involve electrifying the rail line between Rangiora, Addington, 

and Ashburton and making targeted track upgrades to allow trains to 

run at speeds of up to 110 km/h. 

 

In the longer term, the line to Ashburton will be double tracked and 

upgraded to enable trains to run at speeds of up to 160 km/h. 

 

A trip between Rangiora and the city would be 27 minutes by train. This 

compares to an average commute time of 44 minutes by car.3 

 

Electrifying and upgrading the rail track, and purchasing modern 

electric trains is expected to cost $130 million on the Rangiora to city 

line and $227 million on the Christchurch to Ashburton line. 

 

Bus rapid transit: CBD-University-Airport line 

Commuter rail passengers will be able to transfer onto a new bus rapid 

transit line that connects the rail line to the CBD, university, and airport.  

 

This service will run every five minutes and take just 25 minutes 

between the airport and bus exchange. This fast service will be enabled 

by providing buses with their own right of ways on the street, so they 

can by-pass traffic congestion. 

 



 

Passengers will enjoy raised platform bus stations. The stations and bus 

right of way would be designed to enable the line to be upgraded to 

light rail in the future. 

 

The total cost of establishing this service is estimated at $150 million. 

The Go Anywhere Transport Card  
To make public transport more affordable and convenient, the Green 

Party will introduce a nationwide Go Anywhere transport card. With 

convenient, affordable access to all modes of public transport, car 

share, bike hire, and e-scooters, the Go Anywhere card will enable more 

people to choose not to own a car. 

 

The Go Anywhere transport card will: 

 

 Provide access to all public transport services (bus, train, ferry) in 

every city in Aotearoa. 

 

 Have a maximum limit on how much a person can be charged 

for public transport in one week – for example, people could pay 

for their first eight journeys a week, after which the rest are free. 

 

 Include automatic access to participating car share programmes 

and shared micro mobility schemes such as e-bikes and e-

scooters. The cost of these would depend on the service, and 

would not be counted towards the weekly maximum cost limit 

for public transport. 

 

 Have targeted fare reductions within cities, including: 

o Free public transport for people over the age of 65, under 

the age of 18, and community service card holders. 

o 50 percent off standard fares for tertiary students and 

apprentices. 

 

More information about the Go Anywhere transport card can be found 

in the Green Party’s full Future of Transport plan. 

  

http://www.greens.org.nz/future_of_transport


 

Cycle Super Highways 
Christchurch City has made significant progress developing a safe inner 

city and suburban network of cycleways. This includes the recently 

announced Government investment to complete six major cycleways.  

 

Under the Green Party’s transport plan, Christchurch will be eligible for 

further investment from the nationwide $1.5 billion Cycle Super 

Highway fund. These projects will be 100% funded by central 

government, subject to meeting certain design quality criteria, in the 

same way major urban motorways are.  

 

The Cycle Super Highway fund will be a contestable fund so projects will 

be determined independently. However, this funding could be used to 

complete the city’s major cycleway network plan.  

 

This could include yet-to-be funded projects like the city to New 

Brighton route and Cashmere to St Martins and Woolston route, which 

connects to other three major cycle routes. 

 

More information about the Cycle Super Highway Fund can be found in 

the Green Party’s full Future of Transport plan. 

  

http://www.greens.org.nz/future_of_transport


 

Funding 

 

Project Cost ($m) 
Funding 

source 
Start date 

Rapid transit projects  

Bus rapid 

transit – Airport 

to CBD 

1504 New 

funding 

2023 

Passenger rail 

Rangiora to CBD 

130  

 

 

 

New 

funding 

2024 

Passenger rail 

Ashburton, 

Rolleston, 

Hornby to CBD 

227 – stage one 

 

455 – stage two 

New 

funding 

2024 

Indicative Cycle Super Highway projects 

Project Cost ($m)  Funding Start date 

Completing the 

core cycle 

highway 

network  

905 $120m is 

already 

allocated 

via CRF & 

the NLTF 

+ 

$90m 

from CSH 

fund 

2021 
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