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COUNCIL & COMMERCIAL USE 

Chemical Free Weed Control is an exciting new area of weed management. 

Alternatives exist, and councils and their contractors are already using these in 

some regions in New Zealand. 

Throughout the world, communities are demanding spray-free environments and 

increasingly local authorities and regulators are responding. Alternative 

approaches and technologies have always existed. Without the health and 

environmental effects of glyphosate being recognised and taken into account, 

herbicides such as Roundup have appeared to be more affordable. The 

externalities of glyphosate are now recognised and alternatives must be used. 

The main alternatives are: 

 First, design your environment 

 Bermaculture and footpath/road/urban design 

 Biological controls 

 Physical labour, and mechanical means such as weed trimmers, mowers 

and mulching to control weeds 

 Accepting some wild growth 

 Steam weeding 

 Hot water (better and cheaper than steam) 

 Plant oil – fatty-acid based herbicides 

 

Public demand for a more sustainable approach have opened up the alternative 

weed control market. These products are now in their 3rd and 4th generations of 

development with many older problems solved. Companies are ready to market 

effective and affordable alternative options. 
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Most options range around steam, hot water and foam (with organically certified 

adjuvants). Operating cost for these products are significantly lower than 5 years 

ago. The market is ready, the product is ready, and councils know existing chemical 

practices endanger their operating staff and their ratepayers.  

Note: Most chemical free weed control contractors will also provide a detailed 

range of services required by councils for maintenance of parks, roadsides and 

general management, including mowing and trimming as well as weed 

management. This new equipment would be part of the toolkit all contractors 

would be able to use. Frequency of application appears to be the same as for 

herbicides – however the time to apply the product may take longer. 

 Albany/ Upper Harbour: hot water and mechanical edging by weed eater. 

 East Coast Bays:  hot steam, in addition to chemicals (mainly glyphosate) 

and mechanical edging by weed eater.  

 Dunedin Council: ‘We undertake spraying to control noxious weeds on the 

road and footpaths. Footpaths, kerb and channels are treated with salt 

water while noxious weeds on the road reserve are treated with Tordon 

Brushkiller’. 

 Tauranga City Council: has pledged to move away from glyphosate based 

herbicides and to trial chemical free weed control. 

 

There are many new companies entering the market – please advise us if you 

know of any potential new entrants by emailing Steffan Browning MP on 

steffan.browning@parliament.govt.nz  

 

Here we discuss 3 chemical free service contractors that are in the weed control 

market: 

 

mailto:steffan.browning@parliament.govt.nz
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Operating across the North Shore of Auckland for twenty years. Biothermal’s 

patented technology involves hot water with an added adjuvant that produces a 

hot biodegradable foam. The adjuvant is a glucose extract that is organically 

certified. The combination results in effect weed killing. This product is inert and 

can be used in all weathers. 

Biothermals’ entire operation is carbon zero. Biothermal is also planning to market 

an environmentally friendly weedkilling product to householders. 

We have requested more information from Biothermal. 

 

Weedtechnics is an Australian group which franchises and sells Californian made 

streamweeders for commercial use.  Referred to as hydro-thermal weeding,  

Weedtechnics contracts to the City of Freemantle, Waverley Council (Bondi Beach) 

and Leichhardt Municipal Council Comments from these Councils can be found on 

the Weedtechnics site. Council contractors in Auckland presently use 

Weedtechnics steamweeders, and the product has also been purchased for private 

use in horticulture. 

From their website: With selected and accredited licensees across Australia, 

Weedtechnics is the only specialised weed-control contractor offering our 

patented saturated steam technology. We service cities, municipalities, water 

companies, schools, land care groups, contractors, hospitals, and retirement 

villages, across the country. 

With over 80 chemical-free weed control projects across Australia, Weedtechnics is 

expanding into New Zealand, the US, Canada and Europe. By eliminating the 

burden of the various hidden costs associated with chemical weed control, our 

clients are experiencing: 

 Dramatic improvements to compliance of state regulations; 

 Huge administration savings as complaints have dropped with reduction of 

chemical sprays; 

 Increased positive public relations and media exposure; and 

 Improved OHS standards for workers. 
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Weedtechnics have a successful Pilot Programme to assist councils to evaluate the 

benefits and costs of transitioning to their product. 

 

 

From their website: Weedingtech is a British company that designs and 

manufactures innovative herbicide-free weed control systems for the amenity and 

utility markets. 

Foamstream is the award-winning new system of controlling weeds that harnesses 

the power of thermal technology. It kills weeds using a precise application of hot 

water and foam. Used throughout the amenity and water industries, it provides an 

effective method of herbicide-free weed control for the first time. 

 Foamstream visibly kills annual weeds within minutes 

 It contains no harmful active ingredients and is not classified as a herbicide 

 It is safe for unrestricted use in sensitive environments 

 It can be applied in poor weather, avoiding costly delays 

 It is easy and efficient to apply via the MW-Series system 

 Seed sterilisation is cited as a key advantage of the Foamstream product. 

Foamstream is ready to expand into New Zealand. 

 


