
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Summary 

The climate crisis is the biggest challenge of our time. We 

are the first generation that will feel its impact and the last 

that can stop it. We all have a responsibility to act. 

Meeting the challenge of climate change means protecting what we love 

and transforming our economy and society for the better. 

The Green Party will modernise New Zealand's economy by encouraging 

investment in long-term, sustainable jobs in industries that are growing, 

not in industries that are in their twilight years. 

The Green Party's climate protection plan will allow New Zealand to take 

advantage of the opportunities climate change brings while doing our bit 

to protect the planet for future generations. 

Here's how we're going to do it: 

1. Pass the Zero Carbon Act, to legally require all future governments 
to reduce emissions to net-zero by 2050 and lay out a plan for 
doing so. 

2. Establish an independent Climate Commission to advise 
government on climate targets, emissions prices, and report 
transparently on progress. 

3. Replace the Emissions Trading Scheme with a new Kiwi Climate 
Fund, responsible for charging climate polluters, providing 
payments to foresters and recycling revenue back to all New 
Zealanders as an annual dividend (estimated to be $250 per 
person in 2020). The Climate Commission will advise on prices, 
but initial payments and charges in 2020 are expected to be: 

a. $40 per tonne of carbon dioxide emissions. 
b. $6 per tonne of nitrous oxide emissions from agriculture. 
c. $3 per tonne of methane emissions from agriculture. 
d. $40 guaranteed payment for each tonne of carbon 

sequestered by eligible forests. 

4. Prioritise planting 1.2 billion trees across 1.1 million hectares of 
erosion-prone land around New Zealand. This will be funded via 
forestry payments from the Kiwi Climate Fund and by doubling 
funding for the existing Afforestation Grant Scheme to $40 
million, to regenerate native forest. 
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5. Establish a $100 million Green Infrastructure Fund to attract 
private investment into new, clean infrastructure and industries. 

6. Create a $210 million Transformational Farming Partnership Fund 
to support farmers to transition to sustainable agriculture and 
adapt to climate change. We will accelerate depreciation on dairy 
farm equipment to ease the transition, and establish the 'Good 
Food Aotearoa' accreditation scheme to help farmers take 
advantage of growing demand for high-value sustainably-grown 
food. 

7. Commit to no new coal mines, deep-sea oil and gas drilling, and 
fracking. 

8. Direct public investment funds (e.g. the Super Fund and ACC 
Fund) to completely divest from companies directly involved in 
the exploration, mining, and production of fossil fuels. 

9. Commit to 100 percent renewable electricity generation by 2030 
by phasing out fossil fuel generation and incentivising clean, 
renewable energy. 

10. Invest in clean, electric transport, including new electric rail 
lines in Auckland and Wellington. 

a. Complete the electrification of the North Island Main Trunk 
Line. 

b. Set ambitious emission standards for imported vehicles. 
c. Exempt electric vehicles from fringe benefit tax. 
d. Invest $1 billion over 10 years to create safe cycling 

networks in all major cities and towns. 

11. Create a new humanitarian visa category for people displaced by 
climate change in the Pacific. 
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The biggest challenge of our 

time 

Climate change is the biggest challenge of our time. lt is a 
slow-moving disaster and depictions of rising 
temperatures and melting glaciers means it often feels 

distant and abstract. But that is beginning to change as 
we see the effects of a changing climate here. 

Cyclones, like Debbie and Cook that flooded the East Coast of New 

Zealand this year, are becoming more intense because of climate 

change.1 Coastal communities in South Dunedin, East Christchurch, 

Granity on the West Coast, and many others, are noticing rising water 

tables, flooding, and faster coastal erosion caused by rising seas. 

Around $19 billion worth of property, 43,000 homes and 130,000 people 

are at risk of exposure to predicted sea-level rise of 0.3 to 0.4 meters by 

2050. Even this small increase means a 1 in 100 year storm-induced flood 

will occur, on average, once year.2 

A changing climate will present the next generation of farmers with 

extraordinary challenges. Canterbury farmers would face double the 

frequency of drought from 2030 and even drier rivers in summer.3 

Nearly a quarter of global climate pollution 
comes from countries like ours that, on their 
own, contribute less than one percent of global 
pollution.4 No country can sit this fight out 
without undermining the global effort. 

Collective global action is essential to protect our common home. New 

Zealand's small size is frequently cited as an excuse to do nothing. This, 

however, ignores the reality that we can only halt climate change if all 

countries play their part. 
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For nine years the National Government has delayed action on climate 

change and exacerbated the problem by supporting further fossil fuel 

exploration and intensive agriculture. Unsurprisingly, net greenhouse gas 

emissions have risen 21 percent under National (since 2008). They are 

forecast to increase by another 30 percent between now and 2030.5 New 

Zealand has the second-highest level of emissions per GDP unit and 5th 

highest emissions per capita in the OECD.6 

National has also undermined the few small steps it has taken to reduce 

emissions. For example, weak targets put in place to increase electric 

vehicles have been diluted by a decision to scrap the electric freight trains 

and revert to polluting, diesel locomotives in the North Island. 

The Emissions Trading Scheme- described as the government's 

primary tool for addressing climate change- was reformed to the point of 

ineffectiveness by National. In 2016, a government review of the ETS 

found it had not resulted in any reduction in emissions7 

The greatest opportunity of 

our time 

Taking action on climate change also presents a unique 

opportunity to create a more prosperous, fairer New 

Zealand while protecting and regenerating our 

environment. 

As countries take steps to reduce their own emissions, global demand is 

ramping up for clean energy, clean tech, low-emission food, fibre, and 

other materials. 

Starting the transition today to create a low-carbon economy will mean 

giving New Zealand businesses and farmers a competitive advantage so 

they can cash in on new demand in global markets. 

'Business as usual' is, frankly, too risky. Continuing to invest in 

emissions-intensive agriculture, energy, and infrastructure risks leaving 

New Zealand out in the cold as the global, low-carbon economy heats up. 
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National's plan is to carry on with business as usual, and spend nearly $10 

billion over 10 years paying other countries to reduce pollution on our 

behalf.8 That is an enormous sum of public money that could be invested 

to better New Zealand. 
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The Plan 
This Climate Protection Plan sets out the suite of 

measures the Green Party will pursue in government to 

create a cleaner, higher value economy and put New 

Zealand on track to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 

net zero by 2050. 

1. A Zero Carbon Act 

In our first 100 days in government, the Green Party will pass a new law

the Zero Carbon Act- as the foundation for the Climate Protection Plan. 

This law will require all future governments to reduce climate pollution 

and lay out a plan for doing so. 

The law's emphasis will be on transparency. it will guarantee the public's 

right to know whether New Zealand is on track to meet its climate 

obligations. lt will allow citizens to hold their government to account, in 

court if necessary. 

A Zero Carbon Act will require governments to: 

Make legally binding targets. All governments will be required to 

reduce emissions to net zero by 2050 and set five-yearly carbon 

budgets (five-year targets) that lay out the pathway to net zero 

emissions. 

Establish an independent Climate Commission. The Commission 

will advise the government on targets, policy planning, and 

emissions prices. it will act as an independent watchdog, publishing 

progress reports and highlighting problems. 

Plan for adaptation and mitigation. Governments will be required 

to outline a policy plan for how they will achieve five-yearly emission 

reduction targets, create adaptation programmes, and undertake a 

national climate risk assessment every five years. 

Report on international assistance. Governments will be required 

to report annually on finances given to developing countries to help 

them mitigate and adapt to climate change. 
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The Climate Commission will be independent of Ministers and report 

directly to Parliament in a similar way to the Ombudsman's Office. 

Funding could be administered by the Officers of Parliament Committee 

to ensure cross-party agreement. Based on the cost of similar 

commissions overseas and in New Zealand, we expect the annual 

operating cost to be around $6 million. 

An indicative outline of the Zero Carbon Act developed by Generation 

Zero, in collaboration with other NGOs, can be found at 

www.zerocarbonact.nz. 

2. The Kiwi Climate Fund 

The Kiwi Climate Fund will replace the Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS). 

lt will include: 

A charge on climate pollution (a carbon price), levied at the industry 

level, i.e. on miners of coal and petroleum importers. 

A guaranteed payment for forests that absorb climate pollution. 

A universal dividend, paid annually to all New Zealanders aged 18 

and over, from the Fund's surplus. 

A carbon price is an indispensable part of any strategy to reducing 

emissions in a fair and efficient way. By simply putting a price on 

emissions we make polluting more costly and the alternatives, like solar 

power, electric cars, energy-efficient heating, and sustainable agriculture 

and forestry, more attractive. This is an important way to create the 

incentives to switch from polluting production to low-emissions 

alternatives, to avoid the creation of stranded assets, and to encourage 

innovation. 

New Zealand's system for pricing emissions- the ETS- is seriously 

flawed. The ETS is complex and small technical changes that are not 

easy to understand can be made quietly to undermine its effectiveness, 

often as a result of pressure from lobby groups. The ETS could be 

reformed and made effective, but it will always remain susceptible to 

being undermined in the future. Crucially, the ETS has lost the confidence 

of the New Zealand public and many businesses. 
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In contrast, a pollution charge is transparent, certain, easy to understand, 

and hard to evade. This is important because action on climate change 

requires the public to understand the tools being used so it can hold 

government to account. 

The Green Party's proposed climate pollution charge will apply to all 

sectors of the economy. lt will be levied as far up the supply chain as 

possible, i.e. on importers of petroleum and miners of coal, milk and meat 

processors, ratherthan on households, small business, or farms. 

Prices will ultimately be set by an independent Climate Commission. We 

expect agricultural emissions to be bought progressively into the Kiwi 

Climate Fund in 2020. 

Pollution charges 

An Independent Climate Commission will advise all governments on a fair 

and cost-effective charge on emissions. The following initial prices are 

indicative of where the Green Party expects charges to be set by 2020 in 

carbon dioxide equivalent terms: 

$40 per tonne of carbon dioxide emissions (excluding biological 

emissions from agriculture). 

$6 per tonne of nitrous oxide emissions from agriculture. 

$3 per tonne of methane emissions from agriculture. 

Foresters will receive a guaranteed minimum payment for every tonne of 

carbon dioxide sequestered. This will initially be set at the same price as 

the charge on carbon dioxide emissions, i.e. $40 per tonne. 

The cost of continuing to emit will rise over time in line with the necessity 

of reaching net zero emissions by 2050. The future prices will be clearly 

signalled so businesses, government, councils and others can plan ahead 

with certainty. 

A $40 carbon price in 2020 would be at the lower end of the price band of 

NZ$41- NZ$70, considered to be consistent with limiting temperature 

rises to 2 degrees.9 $40 per tonne is also consistent with current carbon 

charges in many other countries and states. 
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Table 1: Comparable international 

carbon prices in 201710 

Jurisdiction 
Carbon price 

($NZ per tonne C02) 

Sweden 176 

Finland 86-92 

Switzerland 117 

France 46 

Denmark 35 

United Kingdom 31 

Ireland 30 

Alberta 21 

A lower indicative price on agricultural emissions reflects that farmers 

may face other levies to reduce pollution, such as on nitrogen leaching 

into waterways. The Green Party has proposed such a levy in our Clean 

Water, Great Farming policy package. 

lt also acknowledges that to date farmers, unlike other businesses, have 

had no real incentive to begin reducing emissions and are at different 

starting point. Prices on agricultural emissions will be guided by the 

Climate Commission and are likely to progressively increase. 

A lower indicative price on methane reflects that there are currently fewer 

options for reducing and measuring methane emissions, although 

research progress may provide more options for methane reductions in 

future. 

A universal payment to New Zealanders 

Every New Zealander has a stake in eliminating climate pollution. The 

annual surplus from the Kiwi Climate Fund will be paid universally to all 

New Zealanders, 18 years and older who are residents or citizens. 

Assuming the above charges are set by 2020, New Zealanders can 

expect an annual payment of around $250 each per year. 

People on low incomes are often hit the hardest by the effects of climate 

change. Redistributing pollution revenues through a universal dividend 

will benefit low-income households and insulate against any rising cost in 

energy bills. 
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The dividend could be credited annually by the Inland Revenue 

Department. The cost of establishing the universal payment to New 

Zealanders would be covered by savings from disestablishing the ETS. 

What does the Kiwi Climate Fund mean for households? 

Households will be better off under the Kiwi Climate Fund. With an initial 

$40 carbon price, a households with two adults would receive an annual 

dividend of around $500 in 2020. A higher carbon price will increase 

some costs in the short term, such as for petrol. We estimate a $40 

carbon price would add an additional $33 per year to electricity bills11 and 

$60 a year to fuel costs12 for an average household. In sum, this leaves a 

two-adult household around $400 better off. 

In addition, the Green Party's proposed income tax changes will further 

benefit most households. By reducing the bottom tax rate from 10.5 

percent to 9 percent, and creating a new top tax rate of 40 percent on 

income over $150,000, all households who earn less than $150,000 will 

be better off. Most families will children will be substantially better off due 

to changes to the welfare system and Working for Families, as outlined in 

our Mending the Safety Net policy package. 

What does the Kiwi Climate Fund mean for farmers? 

Agriculture accounts for 49 percent of New Zealand's climate pollution, 

with around half of this coming from dairy cows. The sooner we begin the 

transition to lower-emission farming, the smoother that transition will be. 

lt will also increase the opportunity for New Zealand farmers and rural 

land users to gain a competitive advantage in, and greater share of, the 

demand for low emission, high-value produce. 

Around $20 million in taxpayers' money is currently spent annually on 

research to fund new practices and technologies to reduce agricultural 

pollution.13 Putting a charge on climate pollution will encourage the 

agricultural sector to progress and commercialise technologies aimed at 

reducing pollution. lt should also encourage change in land use and 

potentially fewer cows on the land. 

The charge on biological emissions will likely be levied at the meat and 

milk processor level until such time farmers wish to take responsibility for 

emissions themselves. This should encourage processors to gather data 
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on farm practices, better measurement of on-farm emissions, and 

provide rebates or higher pay-outs to low-emission farmers. 

The flow-on effect of the cost of a charge on agricultural emissions is 

detailed below. This assumes no action is taken on farms to reduce 

emissions. 

Table 2: Impact on an average farm from emissions charge if no 

action is taken to reduce emissions14 

Charge on Charge Total Trees 

Farm type Nitrous on Additional needed to 

Oxide (C02- Methane Annual neutralise 

e) (C02-e) Cost cost 

Standard Dairy 

Farm $3 per 6.8 
419 Dairy cattle $6 per tonne $4621 

hectares 144 hectares tonne 
$267,000 pre-tax 

profit (5yr average) 

Standard Sheep 

and Beef Farm 
$3 per 340 cattle $6 per tonne $6083 9 hectares 

2680 sheep tonne 
627 hectares 

$136,000 pre-tax 
pt·ofit 

One simple way farmers could offset this cost is by planting trees. Planting 

nine hectares on a typical sheep and beef farm or 6.8 hectares on a typical 

dairy farm would neutralise this cost over 10 years. Tree planting could also 

provide additional revenue streams e.g. through manuka honey, or 

harvesting for timber. Farmers will be able to count riparian planting, and 

areas of regenerating native forest on their properties, for carbon offset 

purposes. 

The agricultural sector currently has options for reducing emissions but 

has little incentive to commercialise or implement them. These include 

breeding low-emitting sheep and cattle, introducing supplementary feed 

that produces less nitrous oxide and methane, optimising stocking rates, 

diversifying land-use to include more crops and horticulture, and 

converting to organic farming systems.15 
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As outlined in our Clean Water, Great Farming policy, the Green Party will 

support farmers in this transition by creating a $210 million 

Transformational Farming Partnership Fund. This will work like the 

Primary Growth Partnership with a focus on sustainability and adaptation 

to climate change. We'll also accelerate depreciation on dairy farm 

equipment to support a transition away from intensive models, and 

establish the 'Good Food Aotearoa' accreditation scheme to help farmers 

take advantage of growing demand for high-value sustain ably grown 

food. 

For more information: https://www.greens.org.nz/great-farming

cleaner-water 

Phasing out the ETS and dealing with existing carbon credits 

The New Zealand Unit (NZU) "carbon credits" held by emitters and 

foresters represent a billion dollar liability on the government's books. 

The Green Party will work with industry and the forestry sector to unwind 

this obligation in a way that is fair and maintains an effective price signal. 

Industrial NZUs will be treated separately from forestry NZUs. Industrial 

NZUs will no longer be traded across sectors. Holders of industrial NZUs 

will be able to surrender them in lieu of paying a carbon charge. However, 

their value will be fixed at the current carbon price (currently around $18). 

The surrender of industrial NZUs will be regulated and staggered over a 

number of years to maintain the integrity of the Kiwi Climate Fund. 

Forestry NZ Us will continue to be traded within the forestry sector and be 

surrendered in lieu of a carbon charge to offset any emissions from 

deforestation. 

Emissions intensive and trade-exposed emitters 

A number of emissions-intensive and trade-exposed businesses 

currently avoid paying for 60 to 90 percent of their emissions. The Green 

Party expects that the independent Climate Commission will assess 

exemptions for trade-exposed businesses on a case-by-case basis, 

taking into account the actions that our trade competitors are taking to 

reduce emissions. 

For the purposes of modelling the Kiwi Climate Fund, we have assumed 

that in 2020, 50 percent of emissions in trade-exposed industries remain 
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exempt. This is a conservative assumption used for planning purposes 

and each case will be subject to an agreed pathway that brings the 

relevant industrial emitter into the carbon pricing mechanism over time. 

Fiscal implications 

Revenue from the carbon charge will be recycled back to foresters and all 

New Zealanders through a universal dividend. 

With a carbon charge set at $40 per tonne of C02-e ($6 per tonne for 

nitrous oxide and $3 per tonne for methane and agriculture) we forecast a 

revenue stream of $1.7 billion in 2020. 

After removing forestry payments and forgone revenue from the 

surrender of banked NZUs we expect a surplus of around $990 million in 

2020.16 

Table 3: Summary of revenue implications 
Carbon charge revenues $1,722 M 
Less forestry payments -$630 M 

Less forgone NZU revenue -$106 M 
Less Dividend -$990 M 

We expect the Emissions Trading Scheme to continue in 2018. In 2019, 

we have modelled the Kiwi Climate Fund to be established with an initial 

carbon price of around $30 per tonne for most emitters and no charge on 

biological emissions from agriculture. 

3. Planting trees 

Tree planting on marginal land has the potential to provide new income 

for farmers, absorb climate-damaging pollution, limit erosion, protect 

waterways, enrich soil, and increase habitat for native species. 

Despite the enormous private and public benefits of tree planting, there 

has been significant deforestation over the past 9 years. Since 2008, on 

average, 8500 more hectares of land has been deforested than planted 

every year Satellite imagery has also shown that between 1996 and 

2014, New Zealand lost more than 10,000 ha of native and regenerating 

forest.18 This reduction in our sequestration (the ability for trees to absorb 

climate pollution) negates any progress towards reducing our emissions 

in other parts of the economy. 
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The Green Party will encourage planting of 1.2 billion trees across 1.1 

million hectares of land at serious risk of erosion.19 This is generally less 

productive land that could be converted to income-generating and 

ea rbon -sequestering forest. 

Planting of this land will be done with sensitivity to protect indigenous 

biodiversity, landscape, and other values. We will ensure that plantation 

forestry and harvesting does not undermine goals of enhancing water 

quality and quantity, and preventing soil erosion. National policy 

instruments such as the National Environmental Standard for Plantation 

Forestry may require changes to achieve this. 

The Kiwi Climate Fund will provide a minimum payment to foresters and 

farmers planting trees for every tonne of carbon dioxide sequestered. At a 

$40 carbon price, the average hectare of New Zealand pine forest would 

return: 

$6,760 over 10 years 

$18,240 over 20 years 

$30,342 over 30 years.20 

The payments would be returned by forest owners if the land is not 

replanted after a cutting cycle. These payments will be additional to any 

income generated from the commercialisation of forest products, such as 

for honey or for timber. 

Native tree planting -expanding the Afforestation Grant Scheme 

Regenerating our native forests should be a major part of New Zealand's 

climate change solution. Native trees shape the beauty of our landscape, 

provide habitat for our native birds and insects, enrich soil, protect our 

waterways, and sequester carbon. 

However large-scale planting of native trees is unprecedented and the 

cost of planting and regenerating native forests is not well known.21 

Government support is needed to kick-start native tree planting. 

The Green Party will double funding for the Afforestation Grant Scheme 

(AGS) to $40 million between 2018 and 2020. Grants will be used 

exclusively for native tree planting. 
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The scheme will operate under the current AGS rules, however, all grants 

will go towards native tree planting. 22 Planting of both permanent and 

harvestable native forests will be eligible. A grant per hectare will be 

determined by officials after consultation with experts and growers of 

native trees, with advice from the Climate Commission. 

Land holders will be able to claim payment once a native forest is 

successfully established and verified by the Ministry for Primary 

Industries. 

Changing the size of land eligible for forestry payments 

The current definition of forest land eligible for carbon credits means 

many small forests and strips of riparian planting are not eligible for 

payments, yet they do make a positive difference for the climate. This 

discourages farmers and small land holders from planting riparian strips 

and erosion prone land. 

The current definition states forest must be at least a hectare in size and 

have a tree crown cover with an average width of at least 30 metres.23 

The Green Party will allow land holders to aggregate planting of riparian 

strips or small forestry blocks in order to meet this minimum standard. 

This will allow farmers and other land holders to gain payments for 

riparian planting and planting of small erosion prone sections of land. 

4. The Green Infrastructure Fund 

Overseas, the clean technology sector has taken off, but the National 

Government has neglected its potential in favour of pollution-intensive 

industries like dairy, coal, and oil. 

The Green Party will establish a Green Infrastructure Fund to kick-start 

investment into green infrastructure and industries. This will support New 

Zealand businesses to take advantage of the high-value, job rich 

opportunities a clean economy can deliver. 

An initial injection of $100 million from the government will attract private 

investors like pension and KiwiSaver funds to eo-invest in projects like: 

renewable energy generation 

16 



 

 

 

  

 

energy efficiency building and housing retro-fits 

sustainable agricultural projects like on-farm energy production. 

Experience from overseas suggests up to $10 of private sector finance 

can be attracted for every $1 of government finance, 

The Green Infrastructure Fund will cost $110 million over three years, 

initially paid for by raising oil royalty rates from 46 percent to the 

international average rate of 70 percent. lt will operate at arm's length 

from government, similar to the Super Fund. 

More information: https://www. qreens.orq. nz/policy/economic

pol icies /q re en-i nfrast ructu re-fund 

5. No new coal mines, deep sea oil and gas drilling, 

orfracking 

The world cannot burn the fossi I fuel reserves already 
discovered without causing catastrophic global warming. 
There is no need to look for more. 

lt is morally indefensible to explore for more fossil fuels when the science 

is clear that we cannot burn more than two thirds of existing oil reserves 

or 80 percent of know coal reserves without a catastrophic effect on the 

climate.24 

Despite this evidence, the National Government is allowing an application 

for a new coal mine on high-value conservation land on the West Coast to 

go ahead.25 National has opened up large swaths of New Zealand's 

oceans for oil and gas exploration, including in the Maui's dolphin 

sanctuary off the Taranaki coast.2° Fossil fuel exploration is also being 

allowed in parts of Fiord land, such as Lake Te Anau. 

The Green Party will not accept applications for new coal mines or deep

sea oil and gas exploration and drilling. We will place a moratorium on 

hydraulic fracturing ("fracking"). 

We will support a just transition to new jobs for workers in these 

industries. For example, current coal mines and other sunset fossil fuel 

industries will be allowed to continue until their natural end of life. In 
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government, we will work closely with communities, unions, and training 

institutions to ensure working people in the fossil fuel industry have new 

opportunities for well-paid, sustainable, and secure employment. There 

is no one size fits all approach to this, and different solutions will be 

appropriate in different parts of New Zealand. 

A just transition approach will help to reduce the sudden layoffs 

experienced at the whim of the boom-bust coal industry, such as from 

Solid Energy in recent years. 

6. 100% renewable electricity by 2030 

In 1980, over 90 percent of New Zealand's electricity was from renewable 

generation, but in 2016 it was just 85 percent.27 The Government is not on 

track to meet its goal of returning to 90 percent renewable electricity, 

according to the International Energy Agency.28 

The Green Party is committed to 100 percent renewable electricity 

generation by 2030 (under normal hydrological conditions). A charge on 

carbon emissions and a ban on new fossil fuel generation will support this 

goal. As old fossil fuel power plants reach the end of their lives, we will 

make sure they are replaced by clean, renewable options. That means 

more wind, solar, and geothermal power. We will build on the plan we 

developed in early 2016 to map out a pathway with the electricity industry 

to reach this goal. 

For more information: https://www.qreens.orq.nz/policy/cleaner

environment/empowerinq-nz 

7. Divesting From Fossil Fuels 

As the vast majority of known fossil fuel reserves cannot 
be safely burnt without cooking the climate. Further 
investment in fossil fuel mining, exploration, and 
production is both unethical and financially risky. 

The Green Party will draw a line in the sand for fossil fuel investment by: 

Directing public fund managers to divest from companies directly 

involved in the exploration, mining, and production of fossil fuels. 

Requiring fund managers to actively measure, manage, and report 

on their fund's exposure to climate change risks. 
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For more information: https://www.qreens.orq.nz/policy/smarter

economy/safe-school 

9. A new visa for people displaced by climate change 

Climate change is putting the lives and livelihoods of some of our closest 

neighbours in low-lying Pacific nations at risk. Leaving one's country is a 

last resort, but there is a growing number of people who have no choice 

and this problem is likely to get worse.31 

The Green Party will trial a new humanitarian visa of 100 places per year 

for people displaced by climate change in the Pacific. lt will be made 

available to applicants from many Pacific Island nations who have a 

genuine fear of permanent displacement because of environmental 

changes due to climate change. 

For more information: https://www.greens.org.nz/policy/fairer

society/we lcom i nq-more-refugees 
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