
Ben Allen has always been committed to upholding 
LGBTQ Civil Rights and fighting for sexual orientation 
and gender identity equality. When Ben was in high 
school, he joined the Rainbow Coalition, a student 
group dedicated to advancing LGBT Civil Rights at Santa 
Monica High School. He vocally opposed Proposition 
8, even when doing so threatened his first campaign for 
the Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District Board 
and led to personal attacks. Ben has especially been a 
strident advocate for inclusion of gay Scouts and 
Scoutmasters in the Boy Scouts. He is also a longtime 
supporter of the GSA Network and the Trevor Project.

Ben Allen’s Legislative Record on 
LGBTQ Civil Rights

As a member of the Santa Monica – Malibu Unified 
School District Board, Ben has been active and enthusi-
astic in his support of resources for LGBTQ students 
and campus organizations and he has been pro-active 
in maintaining local schools as safe spaces for LGBTQ 
students. As a school board member, he has been active 
in protecting student organizations that serve to further 
LGBT Civil Rights including gay-straight alliances and 
Project 10 organizations, which play an absolutely vital 
role as a support service for LGBTQ students. 

As President of the Board, he took the lead in protect-
ing students and encouraging student demonstra-
tions when the Westboro Baptist Church launched a 
hateful protest outside of Santa Monica High School. 
Ben’s record reflects one of his most major concerns: 
feelings of isolation among young LGBTQ persons. As a 
school board member, Ben has tirelessly worked to 
make sure that LGBTQ youth are not forgotten about 

or ignored and instead worked to make sure that 
they know they are not alone. 

Current Issues Affecting LGBTQ 
Civil Rights

LGBTQ Senior Housing
The Los Angeles area has only two housing facilities 
which cater to LGBTQ seniors. These seniors are two 
times more likely than straight seniors to live alone and 
four times more likely to lack supporting relatives. They 
were denied financial stability by the Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA) and other exclusionary federal 
policies. And while DOMA has been struck down, many 
LGBTQ seniors are still a�ected by the longstanding 
discriminatory e�ects of the law as well as other federal 
policies. In addition, LGBTQ seniors face quantifiable 
price discrimination when seeking senior housing. It is 
especially di�icult for these seniors to establish them-
selves in the general senior community, given lingering 
bias and bigotry among older generations.

The Gay and Lesbian Elder Housing organization (GLEH) 
and the Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Center have done 
remarkable work in providing LGBTQ senior housing, but 
their resources are limited and they need support. Ben 
supports restoring Community Redevelopment 
Agencies (CRA), which have helped develop a�ord-
able housing for seniors across the state. Ben 
believes that part of the mission of a restored CRA 
will be to help build and incentivize the construction 
of a�ordable housing for LGBT seniors. These 
programs will provide an economic boost to the state 
and will also ensure that LGBT seniors can retire in 
safety, knowing that they can live in communities where 

they can remain open and do not have to return to the 
closet out of fear.

AIDS Medication Funding
While the A�ordable Care Act is supposed to fully fund 
AIDS medication assistance funding (ADAP), which has 
been somewhat insecure at the state level for many 
years, there are still concerns about the transition from 
state to federal funding and continuing access to needed 
medications by those a�licted with AIDS. Ben will work 
to ensure a smooth transition under the A�ordable 
Care Act to ensure that AIDS patients continue to 
receive ADAP uninterrupted.

Ben will also work to improve access to PrEP (pre-expo-
sure prophylaxis) drugs for those who who need them 
most, fighting to strengthen strong new methods of AIDS 
prevention while maintaining support for all other 
approaches and protections.

Protecting LGBTQ Students
As a State Senator, Ben will push for increased 
support of LGBT student organizations across the 
state. He will lead e�orts to implement the Fair 
Education Act, making sure that LGBT Civil Rights 
issues and heroes within the LGBT Civil Rights move-
ment are included in the classroom curriculum 
across the State of California. Ben believes that LGBTQ 
students should not be treated di�erently simply 
because of where they attend school. As a State Senator, 
Ben will work to make this a complete reality in California.

Protecting and Supporting the 
Transgender and Gender 

Non-Conforming Community
Ben supports installation of gender-neutral bath-
rooms, overhaul of gendered sports bylaws, and 
increased protection against discrimination on the 
basis of gender identity. In the State Senate, he will 
fight for increased resources for the counseling, support, 
and protection to transgender and intersex individuals. 
Ben has been a strong advocate in favor of Califor-
nia’s recent law allowing high school students to 
choose the restroom of which gender they identify 
with and will fight any e�ort to repeal, roll back, or 
stall implementation of that law. Although there has 
been tremendous progress on the issue of LGBT Civil 
Rights in recent years, the beating death of a Los Angeles 
transgender woman last September is one sign of how 
far even California still has to go. In the State Senate, Ben 
will be a champion of transgender and intersex rights.
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