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29 January 2022 

 
engage.dss.gov.au 
Department of Social Services 
 
By attachment to consultation survey  
 

Dear Consultation Team 

EveryAGE Counts submission to consultation on Draft National 
Plan to End Violence Against Women and Children 2022-2032  
We wish to offer some comments from Australia’s national, coalition and grassroots campaign to 
end ageism, EveryAGE Counts, into the consultation process on the Draft National Plan to End 
Violence Against Women and Children 2022-2032.  These are provided in addition to our 
completion of the consultation Survey.    

1. We welcome the expanded attention in the Draft Plan given to the experience and needs of 

First Nations women and children and their involvement in identifying appropriate responses 

for their peoples.   

2. We welcome the expansion of the definition of Family Violence in this Plan to include not only 

violence between intimate partners but also other less recognised but equally unacceptable 

forms of violence between family members, such as elder abuse.   

3. However, we note that throughout the Draft Report, the understanding and representation of 

violence against older women and elder abuse in general is still quite undeveloped, inconsistent 

and patchy.  For example 

a. on P27, ageism (which is widely accepted as underpinning elder abuse) is listed in the 

structural and systemic forms of discrimination and disadvantage but not explored 

further either here or elsewhere in the report 

b. elder abuse is mentioned twice in the report but not explored 

c. older women are coupled with women with disability in some sections (reflecting the 

same approach in parts of the Our Watch Change the Story and Counting on Change 

resources which have been drawn on in the Draft Plan), demonstrating a lack of grasp of 

the drivers of violence against older women with and without disability 

d. on P30 (1/dot point 2) lists a range of settings in which gendered violence prevention 

needs to be firmly embedded, omitting aged care 
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i. demonstrating the inexplicable decision to leave aged care facilities out of the 

purview of the Draft Plan, despite the findings of physical and sexual abuse in 

this sector that emerged in evidence in the Royal Commission into Aged Care 

Quality and Safety 

ii. reinforcing the trope that aged care facilities and the older people who live 

within them are not part of the community and are exempt from the usual 

norms around rights and protections.  

We applaud the key inclusion of the intention to align the National Plan with other relevant 
National Strategies, such as the National Plan to Respond to the Abuse of Older Australians and 
encourage you to unpack this commitment into key actions within specified timeframes and 
responsibilities to give this meaning. 

Lastly, in finalising the National Plan to End Violence Against Women and Children 2022-2032, you 
now have the opportunity to draw on the findings of the National Prevalence Study on Elder Abuse, 
recently released by AIFS.  This report provides not only important data and evidence of elder 
abuse, but also important analysis of its likely under-reporting and the community’s early-stage 
ability to identify it.   

Yours sincerely 

 

   

 
 
Dr Marlene Krasovitsky    
Campaign Director 
The Benevolent Society 
Co-Chair, EveryAGE Counts 
T:   02 8262 8313 
M:  0419 440 265 
         

           
 
         Mr Robert Tickner 
         Co-Chair, EveryAGE Counts 
          M: 0457 505 207  
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