#1359 The Life, Legacy and Lessons of John Lewis
JAY TOMLINSON - HOST, BEST OF THE LEFT: Welcome to this episode of the award-winning
Best of the Le7 podcast, in which we shall learn about the life and legacy of Congressman
John Lewis, at a moment in >me when the lessons he has to teach us are as important as
when he ﬁrst learned them himself during the dawn of the civil rights era. Clips today come
from Sojourner Truth, Li7 Every Voice, The Brian Lehrer Show, Into America, Fresh Air, On
Point, The Poli>crat, and a por>on of Barack Obama's eulogy given at John Lewis's funeral.

Honoring C.T. Vivian & Congressman John Lewis Sojourner Truth Radio - Air Date 7-21-20
MARGARET PRESCOD - HOST, SOJOURNER TRUTH RADIO: On Friday, July 17th, the world
lost two icons of the civil rights movement in the United States; C.T. Vivian and Congressman
John Lewis. C.T. Vivian born on July 30th, 1924 in Boonville, missouri was an ac>vist author
minister and lead organizer during the civil rights movement alongside the Reverend Dr.
Mar>n Luther King Jr. In 1947, C.T. Vivian took part in his ﬁrst sit in demonstra>ons, which
successfully integrated Barton's cafeteria in Illinois. C.T. Vivian co-founded the Nashville
Chris>an Leadership Conference and help coordinate sit in protest against segrega>on in
Nashville in 1960 and an historic civil rights March the following year. He also par>cipated in
the Freedom Rides in which ac>vists traveled on interstate buses across segregated states in
the South and there were met with much violence. The Freedom Rides challenge the lack of
enforcement of two Supreme Court decisions, which rule that segregated public buses were
uncons>tu>onal. In 2008, he went on to establish the C.T. Vivian Leadership Ins>tute. In
2013, former president Barack Obama awarded C.T. Vivian the Presiden>al Medal of
Freedom.
And, Congressman John Lewis, born on February 21st, 1940 in Boon [sic], served as the
Student Nonviolent Coordina>ng Commibee, known as SNCC. He was an ac>ve member as a
young man from 1963 to 1966. As respected leader of SNCC, helped organize the historic
March on Washington in 1963, protes>ng racism and segrega>onist policies. There he
delivered an impassioned speech in which he was prepared to deal with the ques>on, which
side is the federal government on? In 1965 on a day known as Bloody Sunday, he was beat
up with batons by police on the Edmund Pebus Bridge resul>ng in a fractured skull. Like C.T.
Vivian, Congressman John Lewis was awarded the presiden>al medal of freedom by former
president Barack Obama. He represented Georgia's 5th Congressional istrict in the House of
Representa>ves from 1987 un>l his passing.
Funeral services for C.T. Vivian are set for Thursday, July 23rd at the Providence Missionary
Bap>st Church in Atlanta, Georgia, this according to the Atlanta Journal Cons>tu>on. And
funeral services for Congressman John Lewis have not yet been announced, but memorials
are expected to take place in Washington, D.C., Atlanta, and in his birthplace of Troy,
Alabama, according to B.E.T. Let's go to a few clips. Now, the ﬁrst you'll hear a C.T. Vivian
confron>ng a very, very brutal situa>on in the South with just very, very brutal law
enforcement and with him confron>ng Bull Connor, and then you will hear the voice of John
Lewis. Let's go to those clips now.

C.T. VIVIAN (ARCHIVAL AUDIO): You can't keep anyone in the United States from vo>ng
without hur>ng the rights of all other ci>zens. He shoved the nights>ck into my solar plexus.
Then the policeman lets loose. It went all over the country. When you see that people are
being beaten because they want to vote. The people in the country know who's wrong.
PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA: Rosa parks said of him, even a7er things that supposedly been
taken care of and we had our rights. He was s>ll out there inspiring the next genera>on,
including me
C.T. VIVIAN (ARCHIVAL AUDIO): Only the things that help you help somebody are really
worth the eﬀort.
FREDRICKA WHITFIELD, CNN HOST: So this, in your view, is not an honor to represent all that
you have done, but instead you say this is incen>ve to con>nue to do more.
C.T. VIVIAN (ARCHIVAL AUDIO): Of course, of course. And you got it exactly right. We have
proven that we can solve social problems without violence, if we choose.

#GoodTrouble ]. John Lewis Part 1 - Li] Every Voice Air Date 1-15-18
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: You and I have talked a lot about your early days, but . . . There's a
lot of young people out there that, that I think could get a lot of inspira>on from the fact that
you were very young. You were a college student and, and suddenly were compelled to jump
head-ﬁrst into the Civil Rights movement. Can you tell me a lible bit about your mo>va>on,
and those early experiences about you making a very drama>c decision in your life to go fullin on a cause for jus>ce?
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: Well, growing up in rural Alabama, during the for>es and
ﬁ7ies, I tasted the biber fruits of segrega>on and racial discrimina>on, and I didn't like it. I
saw the signs that said White wai>ng, Colored wai>ng, White men, Colored men, White
women, Colored women. And I kept asking my mother, my father, my grandparents, my great
grandparents why, and they would say, So, that's the way it is! Don't get in the way; don't get
in trouble. But one day, 15 years old in the 10th grade, I heard the voice of Mar>n Luther
King, Jr. on the radio and his words, his voice inspired me. I heard of Rosa Parks. I grew up 50
miles from Montgomery, and it was like manna from heaven hearing about Rosa Parks
gekng arrested, taken to jail. Hearing Dr. King delivering a speech at the First Bap>st Church
in Montgomery, it changed my life.
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: Wow.
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: And I kept saying to myself, if the people in Montgomery can
do this, we can do something, too. So, in 1957, I applied to go to a lible college called Troy
State College. It's now known as Troy University. It didn't admit Black students. So, I
submibed my applica>on, my high school transcript. I never heard a word from the school.
So, I wrote a leber to Dr. Mar>n Luther King, Jr. I didn't tell my mother; I didn't tell my father
any my sisters or brothers, any of my teachers . I told Dr. King in this leber I needed his help.

He wrote me back and sent me a round-trip, Greyhound bus >cket, and invited me to come
to Montgomery.
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: That alone , it's spectacular to me that he wrote you back . . .
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: . . . He wrote me back . . .
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: . . . and sent you the round trip >cket .
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: Well, he knew I was very poor. . . .
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: . . .yes . . .
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: . . . son of a sharecropper. But my father, in 1944, when I was
four years old, had saved $300, and a man sold him 110 acres of land. I think Dr. King had
his, What can come out of Troy? Why is this boy doing this? It's dangerous. I got accepted at
a lible college in Nashville called American Bap>st Theological Seminary, which later became
the College of the Bible. I wanted to be a minister.
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: Right.
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: You know, growing up as a lible kid on the farm, we raised a
lot of chickens.
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: Yes
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: It was my responsibility to care for the chickens, and we
would gather all of our chickens together in the chicken yard, and my brothers and sisters
and cousins were lined outside of the chicken yard. But, along with the chickens, they helped
make up the audience, the congrega>on. I would preach to the chickens.
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: And they would respond to you, right?
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: Yes, make a lible noise also. And Dr. King, somehow in some
way, believed that something good can come out of rural Alabama, out of Troy. So, I was
accepted to a lible school in Nashville, Tennessee .And Dr. Mar>n Luther King, Jr. got back in
church one of his classmates who was one of my teachers, told him that I was there, and he
suggested when I was home for spring break to come and see him.
So, in March of 1953, by this >me I'm 18 years old, I took a Greyhound bus from Troy 50
miles away to Montgomery.
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: Wow.
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: And a young lawyer, I've never seen a lawyer, never met a
lawyer before, a man by the name of Fred Gray -- who was a lawyer for Rosa Parks, Dr. King,
and the Montgomery Movement and became our lawyer during the Freedom Ride, and
during the March from Selma to Montgomery -- drove me to the First Bap>st Church,
pastored by the Reverend Ralph Abernathy.
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: Yes.

CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: And I was so scared. I didn't know what to say or what to do.
He ushered me into the oﬃce of the church. I saw Mar>n Luther King, Jr. and Ralph
Abernathy standing behind a desk. And Dr. King spoke up and said, Oh, are you the boy from
Troy? Are you John Lewis? And I said, Dr. King, I am John Robert Lewis, but he s>ll called me
the boy from Troy up un>l he was assassinated.
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: . . . Really . . .
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: He referred to me as the boy from Troy, how's the boy from
Troy doing . . .

CT Vivian What kind of people are you? - Brian Lehrer
Show - Air Date 7-20-20
BRIAN LEHRER - HOST, THE BRIAN LEHRER SHOW: I also want to take two minutes and play
an excerpt from the life of the other civil rights hero, leader, who died on the same day as
John Lewis did on Friday. Not as universally well known as John Lewis, but for people in the
movement at that >me, C.T. Vivian was a force. He was a very close colleague of Mar>n
Luther King as director of aﬃliates for King's group, the Southern Chris>an Leadership
Conference, which was basically an organiza>on of aﬃliates, church leaders from many
diﬀerent Southern communi>es and C.T. Vivian led an> segrega>on eﬀorts in various ci>es,
and was a leading prac>>oner of nonviolent protest. He was the vic>m of police violence
and of being jailed mul>ple >mes. What we're going to play now. And I'm going to apologize
for the 1965 sound quality with a lible buzz in the background, but I think it's worth it. What
we're going to play now is two minutes of an encounter in Selma, Alabama in 1965, when
C.T. Vivian led a group to the courthouse there to try to register to vote. And it's incredible
that this even exists because it wasn't like anyone had cell phones to record these things in
1965, right, but it was ﬁlmed. And what you'll hear is C.T. Vivian confron>ng the infamous
segrega>onist sheriﬀ in Selma from those days, Jim Clark, and Clark calling the group who
was trying to register felons. When Vivian persists, Clark actually punches him in the face.
And you'll hear some seconds of just chaos, it's just going to be audio chaos, no words for
part of this a7er the punch, but then you'll also hear C.T. Vivian get back up, s>ck to his
nonviolence and ask, "what kind of people are you?" So two minutes of C.T. Vivian, Selma,
Alabama, 1965.
C.T. VIVIAN (ARCHIVAL AUDIO): ...courthouse does not beling to Sheriﬀ Clark, this
courthouse belongs to the people of Dallas County, and these are the people of Dallas
County, and they have come to register. And you know this within your own heart Sheriﬀ
Clark. You are not as evil that as you ask, you know, in your heart, what is right, you just
refuse to do it because you want these people behind you. And as sheriﬀ of this county it's
you're deeply concerned, you will go call the registrars rather than keep people from
standing inside. What you're really trying to do it that in>midate these people, and by
making them stand in the rain keep them from registering to vote.
And this, this is the kind of viola>on of the cons>tu>on, a viola>on of the court orders the
viola>on of decent ci>zenship. You can turn your back on me, but you cannot turn your back
upon the idea of jus>ce. You can turn your back now and you can keep the club in your hand,

but you cannot beat down jus>ce. And we will register to vote because as ci>zens of these
United States we have the right to do it.
DALLAS COUNTY DEPUTY SHERIFF: I'm looking down the line seeing all the people who've
been in jail for felonies, that's what I'm looking at.
C.T. VIVIAN (ARCHIVAL AUDIO): Precisely right, and if they're not ﬁt to vote, you'll be able to
ﬁnd that out. But you'll not know un>l the, un>l they're on the registrar. And many of those
have a felony ac>on because Sheriﬀ Clark made them a felony ac>on, not because they were
righoully issued.
You don't have to beat us.
You don't have to beat us.
How dare you? You beat people bloody in order so they will not have the privilage to vote.
You beat me in the side and then hide your blow, but I don't want me to leave. We have
come to register to vote. You beat us for the truth. What kind of people are you?
BRIAN LEHRER - HOST, THE BRIAN LEHRER SHOW: "What kind of people are you?" C.T.
Vivian in Selma, Alabama with Sheriﬀ Jim Clark in 1965. That incident helped lead to the
passage of the Vo>ng Rights Act later that same year. C.T. Vivian died on Friday, the same day
as John Lewis. C.T. Vivian was 95 years old. John Lewis was 80.

Into Remembering John Lewis - Into America - Air Date
7-21-20
TRYMAINE LEE - HOST, INTO AMERICA: Dr. Bernard Lafayebe, Jr. has spent decades ﬁgh>ng
for civil rights through organiza>ons like the Student Nonviolent Coordina>ng Commibee
and the Southern Chris>an Leadership Conference. He was named na>onal coordinator for
Dr. Mar>n Luther King Jr.'s Poor People's Campaign in 1968. Dr. Lafayebe worked alongside
John Lewis for years. But they met as roommates at American Bap>st College way back in
1958.
BERNARD LAFAYETTE: We had a common kind of upbringing, you might say, in terms of the
racial condi>ons that exist, and we had a lot of the same aktudes about not accep>ng it and
not going along with it. But, at the same >me, because of the way we were brought up, we
didn't have any hatred towards other people. And so we had that in common. But, he was
the president, class president, so, he was already in a leadership posi>on. And the other
thing is, he was a year ahead of me, so I got a chance to read all of his books, and he tutored
me, okay?
TRYMAINE LEE - HOST, INTO AMERICA: That's much diﬀerent than the nightmare roommate
situa>on that some people have. You got John Lewis, [LAUGHTER] the president of the
student body, mentoring and teaching you.
BERNARD LAFAYETTE: Yes.

TRYMAINE LEE - HOST, INTO AMERICA: Are there any stories that just stand out that you
recall from those early days of just John Lewis?
BERNARD LAFAYETTE: Well, he was always very calm with others, and the thing that really
impressed me was the fact that, when there was an issue or problem, he never did aback
other people. He was very quiet and he listened, okay? And then he decided how he was
gonna respond. And people respected him. I think that's why they wanted him as a leader,
because, remember now, all of these students were poten>al leaders, like pastors of
churches and ministers. So, this was a leader of the future leaders.
TRYMAINE LEE - HOST, INTO AMERICA: So, you have in John Lewis this natural born leader.
Who were you at that >me? And were you ready to jump into ac>vism and protests from the
beginning?
BERNARD LAFAYETTE: Well, actually, what happened was that, when John Lewis asked me
about these workshops that were goin' on -- -- -- James Lawson, Jr. was a graduate student at
Vanderbilt, and he was conduc>ng these workshops in Nashville, because Mar>n Luther King
had told him to come South -- and so John Lewis was going to them. And, you know, he
asked me to come and I said, "No, man, I don't have >me for that. I got jobs." I was always
used to working, but he kept insis>ng. So I said, "All right, okay. All right." I'm gonna come
just to shut his mouth. And, sure enough, when I went to that workshop, and they were
talking about sikng in at lunch counters and stuﬀ like that, I was hooked. So, it was John
Lewis that got me hooked.
TRYMAINE LEE - HOST, INTO AMERICA: There are so many iconic photos of John Lewis. And
one that stands out to me which really puts on display the sacriﬁces that y'all were making is
this image of him a7er he got bloodied and beaten in Alabama, I believe it was, during the
Freedom Rides.
Oh, yeah.
BERNARD LAFAYETTE: Could you take us back to 1961 when the Freedom Rides began?
So, when it started, we started training people, okay, like we did for the sit-ins there, for the
Freedom Rides. And we set up a 24-hour training sta>on. So, you have to get organized. It's
not just a maber of goin' down, protes>ng or doing some, sit-ins ,or whatever. We had a
backup group, in other words. So, when we took over the Freedom Rides, John Lewis was
the spokesman for the ﬁrst group, and I was spokesman for the second group, the backup
group. So, we had to see what was gonna happen to them when they got to Birmingham
leaving Nashville. And then, whatever happened to them, then we'd decide on the second
group. They got arrested, and while they got arrested, we launched a second group, and we
crossed each other in the middle of the night, okay, because some of us went by car and
some went by train. And what we did was met together in Birmingham and started oﬀ there.
Now, when John Lewis was abacked was when we got to Montgomery. And we got into
Montgomery. It was very quiet even though it was on Saturday morning: no people on the
street, no cars running, nothing like that. We had Na>onal Guardsmen. We had state
troopers. Everybody giving us protec>on on the bus. But,when the bus got to Montgomery,
Alabama bus sta>on, okay, all those protec>ons disappeared, helicopters and everything.
TRYMAINE LEE - HOST, INTO AMERICA: They were there and then they're just gone.

BERNARD LAFAYETTE: Yeah. So, we got suspicious. So, I told the students to all join hands
and ﬁnd a partner. No maber what happens, you s>ck with your partner so somebody'll
know what happened to you. And while we were there gekng ready to get oﬀ the bus, a
group of reporters had goben a bus out of Birmingham earlier ahead of us so that they could
ﬁlm and take pictures and stuﬀ like that.
And the mob came out of the bus sta>on and took oﬀ and started bea>ng up all the
reporters, bea>ng White reporters, smashing cameras over their head. I couldn't imagine. I
didn't know what would happen. So anyway, we joined hands. And the mob came and
started bea>ng us up.
Then, when they hit John Lewis, they hit with a Coca-Cola crate over the head, and that
metal strip was the thing that put that gash in his head. Not just the crate, okay? And they
were trying to kill John Lewis because they knew him, and had iden>ﬁed him as one of the
leaders. They were clobbering him over the head and pukng scars. Then they came a7er
me. And, boy, this guy had on some brogan shoes, and he was gonna kick me in a certain
place on my body. And I tried to protect myself, so I folded my arms around and bent down
when he started to kick. And he ended up cracking three of my ribs. I went through the
Freedom Rides all those days and months with three cracked ribs because there's nothing
you can do with cracked ribs. You can't do surgery and all that. So, that was a lesson for me,
because I learned how to endure pain. And I didn't wanna complain. Because [LAUGH] my
buddies wouldn't let me go on the Freedom Rides if I had cracked ribs, you know?
TRYMAINE LEE - HOST, INTO AMERICA: You just had to tough it out.
BERNARD LAFAYETTE: Right. So anyway, John Lewis -- it's not the fact that he was hit over
the head -- the thing about it, John did not move! He did not try to escape. He stood there
even a7er they cracked him over the head. I guess the word that you can describe John
Lewis is he had indescribable resistance. Yeah. That was his way of responding in a
nonviolent way,to show them that hikng him over the head was not a way to stop him.

Remembering Rep. John Lewis - Fresh Air - Air Date
7-20-20
TERRY GROSS - HOST, FRESH AIR: In the 1960s Lewis repeatedly risked his life working to end
segrega>on and gain vo>ng rights for black people in the South. When he was growing up in
Alabama, there was one County whose popula>on was 80% African American, but there
wasn't a single registered Black voter. Here's our interview.
[SOUNDBITE OF ARCHIVED NPR BROADCAST]
Congressman Lewis, welcome to FRESH AIR, and thank you so much for joining us.
When you were a young man, were you ever challenged at the polls? Did you have a hard
>me registering, or did anyone ever try to prevent you from vo>ng?
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: When I was growing up in rural Alabama, it was impossible
for me to register to vote. I did not become a registered voter un>l I moved to Tennessee, to
Nashville as a student.

TERRY GROSS - HOST, FRESH AIR: Why was it impossible?
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: Black men and women were not allowed to register to vote.
My own mother, my own father, my grandfather and my uncles and aunts could not register
to vote because each >me they abempted to register to vote, they were told they could not
pass the literacy tests. And many people were so in>midated, so afraid that they would lose
their job, they would be evicted from the farms and they just - they almost gave up.
TERRY GROSS - HOST, FRESH AIR: Your parents were sharecroppers.
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: Now...
My mother and father and many of my rela>ves had been sharecroppers. They had been
tenant farmers, like so many people in South. They knew the stories that had occurred. They
knew places in Alabama where people were evicted from the farm, from the planta>on.
They read about, they heard about incidents in Tennessee where people were evicted from
the farms and the planta>on back in 1956, in 1957 in west Tennessee between Nashville and
Memphis, Tenn.
TERRY GROSS - HOST, FRESH AIR: Now, because of that, did you - did your parents tell you
not to bother to try to vote because it would be dangerous, they might lose their farm?
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: My parents told me in the very beginning - as a young child
when I raised the ques>on about segrega>on and racial discrimina>on, they told me not to
get in the way, not to get in trouble, not to make any noise. But we had teachers. We had
high school principals. We had people teaching in colleges and university in Tuskegee, Ala.
But they were told they failed the so-called literacy test.
TERRY GROSS - HOST, FRESH AIR: One of the more drama>c moments of the civil rights
movement was a march that you helped lead in 1965 of about 600 people. The march was
supposed to be from Selma to Montgomery, Ala., demanding vo>ng rights. But the marchers
were stopped soon a7er you started marching. And you were beaten by the police. Would
you talk ﬁrst a lible bit about the goal of that march?
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: In 1965, the abempted march from Selma to Montgomery on
March 7 was planned to drama>ze to the state of Alabama and to the na>on that people of
color wanted to register to vote. In Selma, you could only abempt to register to vote on the
ﬁrst and third Mondays of each month. You had to go down to the courthouse and get a
copy of the so-called literacy test and abempt to pass the test. And people stood in line day
in and day out, failing to get a copy of the test or failing to pass the test.
So a7er several hundred people had been arrested and people had been beaten and one
young man had been shot and killed, we decided to march. And on Sunday a7ernoon, March
7, about 600 of us le7 a lible church called Brown Chapel AME Church and started walking in
an orderly, peaceful, nonviolent fashion through the streets of Selma. We were walking in
twos, no one saying a word. We came to the edge of the bridge crossing the Alabama River.
We con>nued to walk.
We came to the highest point on the Edmund Pebus Bridge. Down below, we saw a sea of
blue - Alabama state troopers. And we kept walking. We came within hearing distance of the
state troopers. And a man iden>ﬁed himself and said, I'm Major John Cloud of the Alabama

state troopers. This is an unlawful march. You will not allowed to con>nue. I give you three
minutes to disperse and return to your church.
In less than a minute and a half, the major said, troopers advance. And you saw these men
pukng on their gas masks. They came toward us, bea>ng us with the bullwhips, nights>cks,
shoving [ph] us with horses and releasing the tear gas. I was hit in the head by a state
trooper with a nights>ck. I thought I saw death. I thought I was going to die. I had a
concussion there at the bridge. And almost 44 years later, I don't recall how I made it back
across that bridge through the streets of Selma.
But I do recall being back at the church that Sunday a7ernoon. The church was full to
capacity, more than 2,000 people on the outside. And someone said to me, John, say
something to the audience. Speak to them. And I stood up and said something like, I don't
understand it - how President Johnson can send troops to Vietnam but cannot send troops
to Selma, Ala., to protect people who only desire is to register to vote.
What was
TERRY GROSS - HOST, FRESH AIR: the impact, do you think, of that march on the actual
passage of the Vo>ng Rights Act?
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: The march created a sense of righteous indigna>on among
the American people. When they saw the photographs, when they read the stories, when
they heard the news on the radio or watched it on television, they didn't like it. A few days
a7er Bloody Sunday, there was demonstra>on in more than 80 American ci>es - at the White
House, at the Department of Jus>ce. People were demanding that the government act.
President Johnson didn't like what he saw. He called Governor Wallace, the governor of
Alabama at the >me, to come to Washington and tried to get assurance from the governor
that he would be able to protect us if we decided to march again. The governor could not
assure the president, so President Johnson federalized the Alabama Na>onal Guard, called
up part of the United States military. And eight days a7er Bloody Sunday, President Lyndon
Johnson spoke to a joint session of the Congress and made one of the most meaningful
speeches any American president had made in modern >me on the whole ques>on of vo>ng
rights and introduced the Vo>ng Rights Act.
And I was sikng in a home in Selma, Ala., that evening when President Johnson spoke to the
na>on and spoke to the Congress, sikng with Dr. Mar>n Luther King Jr. And at one point in
the speech, before Dr. - before President Johnson, rather, concluded the speech, he said, and
we shall overcome. And we shall overcome. I looked at Dr. King. Tears came down his face.
And we all cried a lible to hear President Johnson say, and we shall overcome. And he said to
me and to others in the room, we will make it from Selma to Montgomery, and the Vo>ng
Rights Act will be passed.
Finally, two weeks a7er Bloody Sunday, we started on the third eﬀort to make it from Selma
to Montgomery. Three hundred of us marched all the way. But by the >me we walked into
Montgomery, there were more than 25,000 ci>zens. And that eﬀort led the Congress to
debate the Vo>ng Rights Act and pass that act. And president Johnson signed it into law in
August of 1965.

#GoodTrouble ]. John Lewis Part 2 - Li] Every Voice Air Date 1-15-18
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: But you used a word earlier about how libera>ng it was to
surrender to the cause of nonviolence, to surrender to the ideals of this movement and this
philosophy of love that so penetrates your being. I feel it when I'm in your presence, this
calm, uncondi>onal, unyielding love that led you to be beaten or the Edmund Pebus Bridge,
beaten on freedom rides, beaten at lunch counters. I wonder, can you connect that ideal of
love to . . . Here we are, in present day poli>cs, and people all around this country . . . We
don't see o7en that spirit of love. How does that, can you tell me about your personal
philosophy, this libera>ng philosophy, and how you see it needed today, maybe?
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: Well, the philosophy is in keeping with the teaching of Gandhi,
in keeping with the Scriptures. It's beber to love than to hate. Dr. King used to say to us over
and over again, Hate is too heavy a burden to bear. You free yourself; you liberate yourself
and say, I'm not going to hate. I'm just going to love everybody. Dr. K used to joke from >me
to >me, and say, Just love the hell out of everybody.
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: Right?
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: You will feel beber. One of the guys the beat us in Rock Hill,
South Carolina in May, 1961 [loud beeping heard in background]
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: Yes, those are the buzzers for Congress. They tell us when to go
and where to go, but keep going. One of the people that beat you . . .
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: Yeah, [he] came to my oﬃce, came to my oﬃce years later
here in Washington, he had been enquiring with local people, members of the press, that he
wanted to meet this guy that he had abacked at the Greyhound bus sta>on in Rock Hill. He
was in his seven>es. He came with a son who was in his for>es and a reporter from Rock
Hill, South Carolina came with him . And he came in, and I said, Welcome. He said, Mr. Lewis,
I've been a member of the Klan. I'm one of the people that beat you and your seat mate. Will
you forgive me?
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: Wow.
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: Um, I said, I forgive you. He said, Will you accept my apology?
I said, I accept your apology. His son started crying; he started crying. They hugged me. I
hugged him back. And the three of us cried together. It is the power of the way of peace, the
power of the philosophy and the discipline of nonviolence. But you cannot go around just
ha>ng people or pukng people down because of their feeling, their being, their past, their
color, their na>onality; we all are human.

‘Good Trouble’ A new generadon of acdvists in John
Lewis’ indelible legacy - On Point - Air Date 7-20-20
MEGHNA CHAKRABARTI - HOST, ON POINT: But ﬁrst, let's listen to Lewis himself
remembering what it was like being a young ac>vist on a massive na>onal stage on August

28th, 1963. He was just 23 when he stood beside Mar>n Luther King at the Lincoln
Memorial, the youngest speaker at the historic March on Washington. He was introduced
that day by A. Phillip Randolph.
A. PHILIP RANDOLPH (ARCHIVAL AUDIO): I have the pleasure to present to this great
audience young John Lewis, na>onal chairman, Student Nonviolent Coordina>ng Commibee.
Brother John Lewis.
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: When A. Philip Randolph called my name to introduce me on
the street to the podium, then I said to myself, I said, I must go for it, and I started speaking...
JOHN LEWIS (ARCHIVAL AUDIO): We march today for jobs and freedom. But, we have
nothing to be proud of, for hundreds and thousands of our brothers are not here.
MEGHNA CHAKRABARTI - HOST, ON POINT: Well, I had the pleasure of speaking with
Congressman Lewis at length back in 2013, and we want to hear more of that conversa>on.
Now, we started by talking about what had happened earlier that summer in '63, when civil
rights leaders ﬁrst told President Kennedy that they were planning to March on the na>on's
capital.
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: That was back in June, when we met with the President. A.
Philip Randolph, this dean of Black leadership, this prince of a man, spoke up in his baritone
voice. And he said, Mr. President, the Black monsters are restless, and we're going to March
on Washington. And you can tell by the body language of President Kennedy he didn't like
the idea, someone talking about marching on Washington.
MEGHNA CHAKRABARTI - HOST, ON POINT: The march hadn't even been formally planned
at that >me, right?
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: Not at all, not at all, but the idea he saw of bringing hundreds
and thousands of people to Washington. He said, if you bring all these people to
Washington, won't there be violence and chaos and disorder? And we will never get a civil
rights bill through the Congress. Mr. Randolph responded and said, Mr. President, this will be
an orderly. peaceful, nonviolent protest.
MEGHNA CHAKRABARTI - HOST, ON POINT: You were just 23 at the >me.
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: I was 23 years old, had all of my hair and a few pounds lighter.
MEGHNA CHAKRABARTI - HOST, ON POINT: You were speaker number six on that day. First
of all, tell me what you saw.
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: Hundreds and thousands of young people: students,
volunteers, Black and White, up in the trees, trying to get a beber view. Then I looked
straight ahead. I saw many, many young people and people not so young with their shoes oﬀ,
their feet in the water, trying to cool oﬀ on this hot August day.
MEGHNA CHAKRABARTI - HOST, ON POINT: Now your speech, Congressman Lewis, on that
day, many people think that it's actually as memorable, possibly, as Dr. King's was because Dr.
King gave this resounding sermon almost about hope and dreams in America. Is it fair to say
that your speech was something of a counterpoint about the reality of what was happening

in the South at that >me? I mean, in the speech you say that we come here today with a
great sense of misgiving.
JOHN LEWIS (ARCHIVAL AUDIO): It is true that we support the administra>on's Civil Rights
bill. We support it with great reserva>on, however. Unless Title III is put in this bill, there's
nothing to protect the young children and old women who must face police dogs and ﬁre
hoses in the South while they engage in peaceful demonstra>on.
MEGHNA CHAKRABARTI - HOST, ON POINT: Basically, because you didn't feel that enough
was in the Civil Rights bill to protect people against violence in the South.
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: I thought it was too lible and too late, and down in the body
of the speech, I said, Listen, Mr. President, listen, members of Congress, wake up, wake up.
You're trying to take the revolu>on out of the streets and put it in the courts. I said, You tell
us the wait you tell us to be pa>ent.
JOHN LEWIS (ARCHIVAL AUDIO): We are >red. We are >red of being beaten by policemen.
We're >red of seeing our people locked up in jail over and over again, and then you holler, be
pa>ent. How long can we be pa>ent? We want our freedom, and we want it now.
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: But what people really didn't like, near the end of the speech,
I said something like, If we do not see meaningful progress here today, the day may come
when we will not conﬁne our marching on Washington, but we may be forced to march
through the South, the way Sherman did, nonviolently. They said, Oh, no! You can't say that,
John. And it was Mar>n Luther King, Jr. who said to me, John, that doesn't sound like you,
and we deleted that from the speech.
MEGHNA CHAKRABARTI - HOST, ON POINT: And yet it was s>ll so passionate and forthright.
I'm asking you about this because we're speaking a half century later, and it's very easy with
that kind of distance to look back on momentous events like this through kind of rosecolored lenses, isn't it. And yet in 1963, there was horriﬁc violence. There was no guarantee,
as President Kennedy said, that the Civil Rights bill would be passed.
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: Well, 1963 was an unbelievable year. Hundreds and thousands
of people had been arrested and jailed. Bull Connor, the police commissioner in the city of
Birmingham, had used dogs and ﬁre hoses on people: lible children, on women. We had to
act; we had to do something. I remember the morning of August 28, 1963, before we made
it to the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, we met with the leadership of the House, the
leadership of the Senate, both Democrats and Republicans. And we started walking down
Cons>tu>on Avenue. We saw hundreds and thousands of people already marching. Now, we
were supposed to be their leaders. It was almost like saying, There go my people. Let me
catch up with them.

John Lewis - The Polidcrat - Air Date 7-19-20
OMAR MOORE - HOST, THE POLITICRAT: There was a lot of tension between SNCC and SCLC.
Now, SCLC is the Southern Chris>an Leadership Conference headed at the >me by Dr. Mar>n
Luther King Jr.

And the SCLC was a more moderate civil rights organiza>on born out of the church, which is
more the black church, which is more conserva>ve, tends to be historically more
conserva>ve. Born out of that tradi>on, Dr. King was a preacher, obviously, and as a
reverend, and as someone who came out of that preaching tradi>on of the black church, he
was much more of a, I would say disciplined ﬁgure in that respect and someone who, had a
very diﬀerent way of appealing to the conscience of America. In fact, Dr. King was the
conscience of America. And Dr. King was just coming into stride as a na>onal ﬁgure or had
been prior to 1963, although 1963, the March on Washington, really catapulted him,
although he had been in the ﬁght before that he was one of the leaders of the Montgomery
Bus Boycob in 1955 and 56.
The Montgomery Bus Boycob went on for over 380 days. Along with Rosa Parks, Rosa Parks,
and Dr. King were two the chief engineers of that bus boycob. So you had all these events in
A. Philip Randolph and Dr. King tended to get along a lible beber than A. Philip Randolph and
John Lewis did, and look, Dr. King and John Lewis, as I said, there was tension between them
there's no secret about that. No secret about it at all. In fact, as I said, SCLC was more
conserva>ve in its ways of approaching jus>ce for Black people in this country. And SNCC,
the Student Nonviolent Coordina>ng Commibee, they didn't play around. John Lewis' folks,
John Lewis and company, they didn't play around. They wanted change now and they
cri>cized SCLC; felt that it was too slow, it was too moderate. Again. SNCC was the younger
genera>on, it was a student movement, and this is something that has always gone on in this
world, the clash of genera>ons. And I don't mean that violently. I mean that, there's this
intellectual clash. There's this one group that wants things right now to change, "we've had
enough", "we're not going to grow up in a world where we are being completely trampled
upon". We're seeing this right now in 2020, of course, with the Black Lives Maber movement
and a new genera>on that is picking up that mantle.
And then you had SCLC perhaps a lible bit older, a bit more seasoned, a bit more weathered,
a bit more moderate in their approach. So that tension con>nued. And the apex of that was
at the 1963 March on Washington. And there were numerous, by the way, Ava DuVernay
captures the tension between SNCC and SCLC very well, by the way, in her ﬁlm Selma, so I
urge you to go to watch that ﬁlm if you haven't seen it. It is available on streaming plaoorms
and it's available, obviously on Blu Ray and DVD, I urge you to go and watch that movie if you
haven't. She captured some very good moments of that in that movie, but she did a great
movie.
But this tension between these groups, it was remarkable leading up to 1963, the March on
Washington, which was August the 28th of that year in 1963. And what people do not
remember, or are frequently only drawn to it as the so called I Have a Dream speech by Dr.
King, which was a legendary speech, but he said a lot of things in that speech that the media
do not talk about because a lot of them are about and against the interests of those
corpora>ons that broadcast what we call news today, or what passes for it, I guess.
But this was a remarkable >me because behind the scenes, ther were so much rancor; John
Lewis was not having it at all. He wanted to speak and then it wasn't un>l late that he got the
chance to speak in terms of late in the process of gekng all of this together for the speakers
for this March on Washington, for this culmina>on on the Washington Mall, where Lincoln
was, the monument.

This was something, this was really something and A. Philip Randolph was not having it. He
did not want John Lewis to say anything that was considered incendiary by the standards of
either his organiza>on or, most of the other moderate leaders. He was petriﬁed and John
Lewis was demanding the chance to speak. He wanted to convey the urgency of now. And as
Dr. King says the ﬁerce urgency of now. And I'm sure that John Lewis, excuse me, Dr. King
says the ﬁerce urgency of now, and I'm sure John Lewis may have conveyed that to Dr. King.
Look, there's no ques>on that Dr. King and John Lewis may not have been the closest at the
>me, but I can tell you they did get closer during this march on Washington and beyond. This
was a major, major situa>on. And John Lewis, it's incredible what happened in trying to get
these speeches together. It's just phenomenal actually, when you really think about it.
A. Philip Randolph was saying this and the Washington Post is also record this story by, you
know, Julian Brockeb actually said this is so interes>ng. Jillian Brocket in The Post said A.
Philip Randolph was pleading with John Lewis, absolutely pleading with him, and that
Randolph looked at Lewis and with tears in his eyes and said, maybe he begged him, he said
to John Lewis, you look, "I've waited my whole life for this opportunity. Please don't ruin it."
This is when I say that John Lewis was a ﬁrebrand and a radical, I'm not joking, he was. And
then quite frankly, that never really wavered throughout his en>re life.

Remembering John Lewis - On Point - Air Date 7-20-20
MEGHNA CHAKRABARTI - HOST, ON POINT: I've been thinking about this all weekend. There
is a page turning in American history with the death of . Congressman Lewis. just your
thoughts on what's the na>on has now lost since his passing.
ERRIN HAINES: Absolutely. Well, I would say with the passing of John Lewis, and also, I
should say the Reverend CT Vivian, who was another civil rights leader, both of them died in
Atlanta, just hours apart.
And these types of men and women, this genera>on-- what they survived and what they
sacriﬁce and trying to really make this country live up to its founding ideals, right? Un>l the
revolu>on of 1776 is complete, as Congressman Lewis said, with their passing, for so many
years, just their physical presence, in many ways was a guard rail, for this country, a
reminder, not only of an era that I would say most of the countries not want to go back to,
but, of the progress, you know, that that was hard fought and won. And without those
people here, I think that there is a real fear and concern, especially as we've seen, kind of,
the retrenchment of racism in our current poli>cal and social climate, even as we see people
pushing back against that and trying to reject that in this na>onal reckoning on race that we
see.
And a lot of that is in the spirit of folks like Congressman Lewis and Reverend Vivian.
MEGHNA CHAKRABARTI - HOST, ON POINT: Right. You know, so, there are just the sort of
coincidences in history. Maybe not coincidences, but facts in history that give me
goosebumps some>mes. Right, because you remind us rightly that Reverend CT Vivian and
Congressman Lewis died within hours of each other.
It just suddenly popped into my mind that, you know, talking about the unﬁnished work,
realizing the founding principles of this country, like Thomas Jeﬀerson and John Adams died

within hours of each other too. Yeah, I think I would put both Reverend Vivian--I would
deﬁnitely without a doubt, put both Reverend Vivian and Congressman Lewis in the same
ﬁrmament as founders of and champions of what should be the American ideal.
ERRIN HAINES: That's absolutely right. I mean, those men and women, the folks who were
on the front lines, but also the foot soldiers whose names and faces we don't always know,
are among our country's founding and founding mothers and fathers, because they really did
help to make our democracy real for so many who had been so long excluded. I mean, I think
about, I think about that genera>on, especially the women of that genera>on too, who had
to ﬁght twice as hard, to get the vote, that we celebrate obviously with the Centennial of the
19th amendment, for which my newsroom is named, but really much like the greatest
genera>on, which we honor a lot for defending freedom during World War II, these black
Americans, really, survive bable. And they helped to perfect our union.

Barack Obama's eulogy at John Lewis's funeral
PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA: Bull Connor may be gone. But today we witness with our own
eyes police oﬃcers kneeling on the necks of Black Americans. George Wallace may be gone.
But we can witness our federal government sending agents to use tear gas and batons
against peaceful demonstrators. We may no longer have to guess the number of jelly beans
in a jar in order to cast a ballot. But even as we sit here, there are those in power are doing
their darnedest to discourage people from vo>ng — by closing polling loca>ons, and
targe>ng minori>es and students with restric>ve ID laws, and abacking our vo>ng rights with
surgical precision, even undermining the Postal Service in the run-up to an elec>on that is
going to be dependent on mailed-in ballots so people don’t get sick.
Now, I know this is a celebra>on of John’s life. There are some who might say we shouldn’t
dwell on such things. But that’s why I’m talking about it. John Lewis devoted his >me on this
Earth ﬁgh>ng the very abacks on democracy and what’s best in America that we are seeing
circulate right now.
He knew that every single one of us has a God-given power. And that the fate of this
democracy depends on how we use it; that democracy isn’t automa>c, it has to be nurtured,
it has to be tended to, we have to work at it, it’s hard. And so he knew it depends on
whether we summon a measure, just a measure, of John’s moral courage to ques>on what’s
right and what’s wrong and call things as they are. He said that as long as he had breath in
his body, he would do everything he could to preserve this democracy. That as long as we
have breath in our bodies, we have to con>nue his cause. If we want our children to grow up
in a democracy — not just with elec>ons, but a true democracy, a representa>ve democracy,
a big-hearted, tolerant, vibrant, inclusive America of perpetual self-crea>on — then we are
going to have to be more like John. We don’t have to do all the things he had to do because
he did them for us. But we have got to do something. As the Lord instructed Paul, “Do not be
afraid, go on speaking; do not be silent, for I am with you, and no one will aback you to harm
you, for I have many in this city who are my people.” Just everybody’s just got to come out
and vote. We’ve got all those people in the city but we can’t do nothing.
Like John, we have got to keep gekng into that good trouble. He knew that nonviolent
protest is patrio>c; a way to raise public awareness, put a spotlight on injus>ce, and make
the powers that be uncomfortable.

Like John, we don’t have to choose between protest and poli>cs, it is not an either-or
situa>on, it is a both-and situa>on. We have to engage in protests where that is eﬀec>ve but
we also have to translate our passion and our causes into laws and ins>tu>onal prac>ces.
That’s why John ran for Congress thirty-four years ago.
Like John, we have got to ﬁght even harder for the most powerful tool we have, which is the
right to vote. The Vo>ng Rights Act is one of the crowning achievements of our democracy.
It’s why John crossed that bridge. It’s why he spilled his blood. And by the way, it was the
result of Democra>c and Republican eﬀorts. President Bush, who spoke here earlier, and his
father, both signed its renewal when they were in oﬃce. President Clinton didn’t have to
because it was the law when he arrived so instead he made a law that made it easier for
people to register to vote.
But once the Supreme Court weakened the Vo>ng Rights Act, some state legislatures
unleashed a ﬂood of laws designed speciﬁcally to make vo>ng harder, especially, by the way,
state legislatures where there is a lot of minority turnout and popula>on growth. That’s not
necessarily a mystery or an accident. It was an aback on what John fought for. It was an
aback on our democra>c freedoms. And we should treat it as such.
If poli>cians want to honor John, and I’m so grateful for the legacy of work of all the
Congressional leaders who are here, but there’s a beber way than a statement calling him a
hero. You want to honor John? Let’s honor him by revitalizing the law that he was willing to
die for. And by the way, naming it the John Lewis Vo>ng Rights Act, that is a ﬁne tribute. But
John wouldn’t want us to stop there, trying to get back to where we already were. Once we
pass the John Lewis Vo>ng Rights Act, we should keep marching to make it even beber.
By making sure every American is automa>cally registered to vote, including former inmates
who’ve earned their second chance.
By adding polling places, and expanding early vo>ng, and making Elec>on Day a na>onal
holiday, so if you are someone who is working in a factory, or you are a single mom who has
got to go to her job and doesn’t get >me oﬀ, you can s>ll cast your ballot.
By guaranteeing that every American ci>zen has equal representa>on in our government,
including the American ci>zens who live in Washington, D.C. and in Puerto Rico. They are
Americans.
By ending some of the par>san gerrymandering — so that all voters have the power to
choose their poli>cians, not the other way around.
And if all this takes elimina>ng the ﬁlibuster — another Jim Crow relic — in order to secure
the God-given rights of every American, then that's what we should do.

#GoodTrouble ]. John Lewis Part 3 - Li] Every Voice Air Date 1-15-18
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: I love how you talk about the work and the discipline and the
study. That we can't just sit back and entertain ourselves, that there has to be a focus and a
discipline. And that's something clearly that impressed Mar>n Luther King about you. And, I

can only imagine for you going through the Civil Rights movement leading into the
assassina>on of someone that you had an in>mate rela>onship with, what that must have
shaken, how that must've shaken you. But, you turned a tragedy into a triumph, because you
became a Congressperson. You became a na>onal leader. You never yielded, even when it
came to the con>nued work. King, at the end of his life, was doing things that were making
him unpopular. He was speaking out against war and what was going on in Vietnam. He was
challenging the very economic systems that were resul>ng s>ll in such great poverty, with
the Poor People's March. And I wonder now, if you think, many years from now, when you
and I may have passed this earth, when they speak of you, how do you want to be
remembered by those who come a7er us?
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: I want people just to say, He tried to help out. He did his best;
he's just trying to help out. He . . . That I was deeply moved and inspired by the teaching of
Gandhi and Mar>n Luther King, Jr. I saw a need; I saw problems that I wanted to try to help
solve.
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: That's really powerful.
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: That's all we can do.
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: . . . is con>nue to do our best. Well, you are, um, my hero, and not
just because of what you've done, but I just think you're one of those people in my life that is
a man of such integrity, because -- and I sit with you in the Congressional Black Caucus -- you
speak lible, but when you speak everybody stops, because your words are so consistent with
your ac>ons. You're such a man of deep character ,and you make me want to live up to the
values that you so live, of love, kindness towards even those who hate you, even those who
disagree with you, of being willing to make yourself uncomfortable consistently in the face of
injus>ce. So, I just want to thank you for being a mentor to me. And you've been from the,
from the, literally the ﬁrst
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: Well, Senator, you don't have to say it. I just try to help out.
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: Yeah.
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: You remind me, I was coming back to Washington on a Sunday
night. I was on a ﬂight from Atlanta, and, walking down the aisle, and, a gentlemen said as
loud as he could, Trump! So, I didn't, I just kept, kept walking. I didn't say anything. And
some>mes walking through the airport in diﬀerent places, people would say -- they think
they, I guess, they're gekng to me or answer me.
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: Yes
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: But they don't understand, you know? I've been called many,
many things, but I'm not going to let anything get me, now. Yes. I'll keep walking. Keep
moving. During the March from Selma to Montgomery, in 1965, a guy wrote a lible song
saying: Pick 'em up, Lay 'em down. All the way from Selmatown, As we march. And that's
what we must con>nue to do.
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: Pick up our feet, set 'em down.
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: Yes, sir.

SENATOR CORY BOOKER: That's right. Keep striding towards freedom.
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS: Right?
SENATOR CORY BOOKER: King said so eloquently, something I repeat all the >me, he said
we'll have to repent, not for the vitriolic words and violent distrac>ons of the bad people,
but the silence and inac>on, the good people. Well, you are good people. But you and the
energy you put out are changing lives.
And I want to end just with a personal note. The lawyers that helped me move into the town
I grew up with, and I think I ﬁrst told you the story when you and I were sikng on the Capitol
steps doing a live Facebook feed, and all those people came out really to be with you, as you
and I were the protes>ng the abempts to roll back healthcare.
But when I asked the lawyer who represented my family and was part of the elaborate s>ng
opera>on that exposed the racial segrega>on that was going on and racial steering that was
going on in Northern New Jersey. I asked that lawyer why he did what he did. And he said to
me -- and he changed the des>ny of my family -- I said, why did you do it? He said, Corey, I
was sikng comfortably at home watching TV, and then suddenly the news broke in to
highlight some of these marchers who were going from Selma to Montgomery. And I
watched these young people and old people get beaten with billy clubs, savagely, viciously.
And it's so disturbed him that he went to work the next day, and he and his partner
ul>mately decided, since they couldn't aﬀord to go to Alabama, they would do the best they
could to oﬀer help to any civil rights organiza>on in New Jersey they could ﬁnd. They found
the Fair Housing Council and he would later get a ﬁle with my parents' name on it.
Your protest on that bridge, even though that day you were not successful, the fact that you
stood up with all those other marchers, you instantaneously changed the heart, a thousand
miles away in New Jersey, changed the heart of a man who would then go on and change the
des>ny of genera>ons yet unborn. I would not be sikng here today if it wasn't for that chain
reac>on of love that was unleashed by one act of protest on a bridge, the Edmund Pebus
Bridge, and leapt space and >me, the love that you exhibited. And love is work; love is
struggle; love is hard. The love that you showed on that bridge today, and those other
marchers, made a way for me, changed my life. So, I owe you a debt I can never repay. The
best I'm going to do is try to pay it forward by trying to live in your example, in King's
example, in Christ's example, of radical love, a love that is risky: love that's dangerous, love
that's hard, love that gets mocked, love that gets heckled, love that gets beaten, but to
con>nue in the way that you do every single day, and I witness it and I watch it, that you live
with that humility, and that love of all, and that strident ac>vism to cause good trouble.

Final comments on the passing of Michael Brooks and
my thoughts on the impact of COVID-19 on the
movement for racial jusdce
JAY TOMLINSON - HOST, BEST OF THE LEFT: We've just heard clips today, star>ng with
Sojourner Truth, highligh>ng some historical audio of CT Vivian, the ﬁrst clip from Li7 Every
Voice featured Senator Cory Booker speaking with John Lewis about his early days in the

movement and mee>ng Mar>n Luther King, Jr. The Brian Lehrer Show played more historical
audio of CT Vivian. Into America featured a conversa>on with an old roommate and close
friend of John Lewis. Fresh Air spoke with John Lewis about the March from Selma and its
impact on the Vo>ng Rights Act. The second clip from Li7 Every Voice featured John Lewis
explaining his belief in radical love and forgiveness.
On Point played audio of a past interview with John Lewis describing his speech at the March
on Washington. The Poli>crat explained a bit of intergenera>onal behind-the-scenes tension
in the civil rights movement. On Point spoke with a modern ac>vist about the legacy John
Lewis is leaving behind.
Barack Obama gave a eulogy at John Lewis's funeral in which he highlighted the need to
honor John's legacy with poli>cal ac>on. And ﬁnally, we just heard Senator Cory Booker and
John Lewis speaking in our third clip from Li7 Every Voice about the lived impact of the
reverbera>ons that ripple out from gekng into good trouble.
Now, today, I have something to say that will be news to some of you undoubtedly. A lot of
people who, you know, are preby well tapped in to progressive news, poli>cs, YouTube
channels, and things like that, this will not be news to them. But if you delve into progressive
poli>cs primarily through Best of the Le7, then you may not have caught wind yet that
Jay Tomlinson, Best of the Le]: Michael Brooks, host of the Michael Brooks Show, producer
of the Majority Report, sadly passed away very suddenly at the age of 37, which makes him,
within about a year of being my age. And, he, you know, it was very unexpected. It was very
sudden, no one saw it coming, obviously. And the only detail that I know is that it involved a
blood clot. And so I just had a couple of things to say about him. During the shows that I
have watched listening to people who knew him beber than I did (and you know, a lot of
people knew him beber than I did) describing what they appreciated about him. One thing
really, really stuck out to me and they described it as something that Michael would say,
which is to be hard on systems, but gentle on people.
And I would say that I sort of intrinsically knew that this was his focus, but I hadn't heard it
expressed so explicitly or succinctly. And is one of those concepts that's hard to nail down
about a person because it's about listening to what people don't say, listening to the
arguments they don't make, listening to the cri>cisms they don't bother bringing up, and
remaining focused on the big picture, focus on systems, systems of inﬂuence, systems of
power and oppression, while maybe cri>cizing individuals, but always keeping in mind that it
is not the individual on which the weight of the world rests or from which the problems
come.
It is the way systems interact with individuals that is much, much more important. So
obviously this resonates with me a lot and I think relevant to today's show. I think it strongly
resonates with the messages that we've been learning today from John Lewis. The radical
love that Lewis spoke of, I think, is just another way of saying to be gentle on people, while at
the same >me being hard on systems.
Plus, you know, I love a succinct summa>on of a concept. So I am deﬁnitely going to be
stealing that one from Michael. I'm glad that I was able to learn that about him, that he said
that explicitly, even though I hadn't heard it before.

And I wish that I could say I was a friend of Michael's. I did meet him once. I visited the
Majority Report studios during a trip to New York City a few years ago, but it only took that
one mee>ng to conﬁrm what many others have been saying about Michael, all these people
who know him well. Inevitably those who either knew him or are just fans of his work will
end up men>oning his impressions and his dark sense of humor.
And during my visit, my one mee>ng with him, the moment that stands out to me was an
incredibly dark impression of Amy Goodman, of all people, reading just one devasta>ngly,
terrible news headline a7er another, like sa>rical news headlines that he was making up in
Amy Goodman's voice. And I was in absolute tears with laughter during that conversa>on.
So when I think of Michael on a personal level, that is what I think of. And it mirrors exactly
what everybody says about him. And then just on the professional level, as the curator of a
show called the Best of the Le7, I regularly si7 through content from,
JAY TOMLINSON - HOST, BEST OF THE LEFT: you know,
Jay Tomlinson, Best of the Le]: 150 media sources.
And, obviously I do my best to only present the best of the best of what I ﬁnd. And Michael,
honestly, held a very special place in my workﬂow. Unlike the vast majority of sources that I
would search through and si7 through and see what people had to say about any given
topic, you know, as I was pulling together material on a given theme, I would o7en ﬁnd
myself ac>vely seeking out Michael's YouTube channel in the hopes that he would have
commented on a topic, because I knew that if he addressed this, if he talked about this issue,
then he would have brought a really interes>ng and nuanced perspec>ve to the
conversa>on.
And that's always what I was on the lookout for. So while the vast majority of the content I
look through, I search it more passively. Michael was one of the very very few commentators
who I would proac>vely seek out to hear what he had to say on a given topic. And so on a
professional level, he exempliﬁed what it is to be what I consider the best of the le7. So he
will be missed personally and professionally. And, you know, my heart goes out to everyone
who is feeling his loss even stronger than I am.
JAY TOMLINSON - HOST, BEST OF THE LEFT: Now, last thing I have for you, I want to wrap up
going back to John Lewis. I want to share some thoughts that I had when watching just a
por>on of John Lewis's memorial service in Selma, his coﬃn was taken on one last
ceremonial crossing of the Edmund Pebus Bridge in Selma. And I wrote this, what I'm about
to read, just moments a7er watching the video of that event. So if you'll indulge me, it's not
that long.
I tend to cry more o7en about happy and heartwarming things than about sadness. This is
not a hard and fast rule though. And some>mes excep>ons come along to prove it.
I watched John Lewis be taken on his last crossing of the Edmund Pebus Bridge in Selma, but
it wasn't for John Lewis or our collec>ve loss of him that I was crying.
It was the masks being worn by those accompanying the coﬃn that got to me. My parents
moved to Alabama a couple of years ago when I visited and was asked what I wanted to do. I

said my only interest was to visit Selma and Montgomery to see the civil rights museums,
namely the Legacy Museum and Na>onal Memorial for Peace and Jus>ce in Montgomery.
While in Montgomery, in addi>on to the museums, we also saw Rosa Parks' bus stop visible
from the steps of the state house, where Jeﬀerson Davis gave his inaugural address as
president of the Confederacy. Between those two points sits the church where Mar>n Luther
King, Jr. was pastor when he was recruited into the civil rights movement.
Walking that street feels like being in a diorama of America's racial history. As we
approached the church, hoping to ﬁnd out about opening hours and tour >mes, we were
met outside by a custodian of the church, a middle-aged black woman who had just locked
up the building for the lunch hour. She asked us, before we had a chance to speak, if we were
coming to see Mar>n's church. We said we were, and as she explained the banal details of
when the next tour would begin, she gave each member of our group, a big hug and thanked
us for coming. There was no doubt that she had hugged thousands, possibly tens of
thousands of people in just the same way throughout her years of welcoming people to
King's church.
But it was equally clear that each one was infused with inten>on, not at all a perfunctory or
hollow gesture, stripped of meaning from repe>>on. And that wasn't the last hug we
received from strangers that day in Montgomery. Love, and the expression of it, is not a
pla>tude in the movement for racial jus>ce. It is at the core of where the movement and its
members who live it daily and get their strength.
As I watched the physically-distanced and masked people, accompanying John Lewis's coﬃn
across the Edmund Pebus Bridge, I thought of the women who welcomed visitors to Mar>n
Luther King Jr's church and how they are now unable to hug visitors, to demonstrate the love
of the movement in the most direct and personal way.
And understanding of the cruel reality of a movement and its members being robbed of such
an essen>al tool for jus>ce and strength began to wash over me. My heart broke and the
tears began to ﬂow.
And that's going to be it for today. As always, you can give us a call on our voicemail line
(202) 999-3991.
I promise I will be gekng back to those, someday soon. Things have been very odd recently,
and the voicemails have been sort of shunted to the side, but I am as anxious as anyone to
get back to them. Thanks to everyone for listening. Thanks to those who support the show
by becoming a member or making dona>ons of any size at patreon.com/besto7hele7. That
is absolutely how the program is survives. Of course, everyone can support the show just by
telling everyone you know about it and leaving us glowing reviews on Apple podcasts and
Facebook to help others ﬁnd the show. For details on the show itself, including links to all of
the sources and music used in this and every episode, all that informa>on can always be
found in the show notes on the blog and likely right on the device you're using to listen.
So coming to you from far outside the conven>onal wisdom of Washington DC, my name is
Jay!, and this has been the Best of the Le7 podcast coming to you twice weekly. Thanks
en>rely to the members and donors to the show from besto7hele7.com.

