#1370 Bernie Sanders on Trump as a Threat to
American Democracy
JAY TOMLINSON - HOST, BEST OF THE LEFT: Welcome to this episode of the award-winning
Best of the Le7 podcast. Today's episode is going to be completely diﬀerent from our normal
episodes. And the absolute truth is that I was originally intending for this to be a rerun. I had
ﬁrst one issue and then another, and then a third and fourth got added on and each one of
them was like a liDle bit of a good reason why maybe I should take the show oﬀ. And then as
they began to pile up, I thought, okay, I basically don't have a choice. I need to take today's
show oﬀ. And so I thought, well, I'll just put out a rerun episode as I normally would.
But today I have something diﬀerent, because it turns out that Bernie Sanders decided to
give a major speech about saving democracy. And I thought, well, okay, I guess that's what
today's show is going to be about.
And, and then in addiHon, whether you've heard the speech or not, you should deﬁnitely not
miss what comes a7er it, because I have brand new voicemails, conHnuing conversaHons
that we have been having. And then one of those voicemails spurred me to add a totally new
bonus clip, which I normally wouldn't have had Hme for, except for today's episode is so
strange that it turns out I have Hme for it. So all of that is coming: ﬁrst, Bernie Sanders'
speech, if you haven't heard it, please check it out. If you have heard it, then you can skip
past and check out our brand new voicemails and a brand new bonus clip available to
everyone, not just for the members where I thought it was going to end up being stuck, but
no, everyone gets it because it's Bernie Sanders day -- free clips for everyone. So without any
further ado, Bernie Sanders.

Sen Bernie Sanders Addresses the NaHon: Trump's
Threat to Our Democracy
Bernie Sanders: Let me thank all of you for being here this a7ernoon. This country faces an
unprecedented set of crises. We are struggling with a pandemic that has already cost us over
200,000 lives. We have an economy in which we have a grotesque level of income and
wealth inequality, where the middle-class today is being decimated, where millions of
workers have lost their jobs, and half of our people conHnue to work paycheck to paycheck,
many for starvaHon wages. We are living in the moment when climate change is ravaging this
planet, leading to massive ﬁres on the West Coast, drought and unprecedented levels of
extreme weather disturbances all across the globe. We are the only major country on earth
not to guarantee healthcare to all people as a human right. Over 90 million Americans are
uninsured or under-insured and we pay by far the highest prices in the world for prescripHon
drugs. All of these issues and others are enormously important and should be the issues that
are being debated in this campaign.
But today I am not going to talk about any of them. What I am going to talk about is
something that in my wildest dreams, I never thought I would be discussing. And that is the
need to make certain that the president of the United States, if he loses this elecHon, will
abide by the will of the voters and leave oﬃce peacefully. What I will be discussing today is

the danger that this country faces from a president who is a pathological liar, who has strong
authoritarian tendencies, who neither understands nor respects our consHtuHon, and who is
prepared to undermine American democracy in order to stay in power. With less than six
weeks le7 to go in this campaign, it is my fervent hope that all Americans, Democrats,
Republicans, independents, progressives, moderates, conservaHves, come together to
defend American democracy, our consHtuHon, and the rule of law.
We must ensure, in this unprecedented moment in American history, that this is an elecHon
that is free and fair, an elecHon in which voters are not inHmidated, an elecHon in which all
votes are counted, and an elecHon in which the loser accepts the results. This is not just an
elecHon between Donald Trump and Joe Biden, this is an elecHon between Donald Trump
and democracy, and democracy must win.
The United States is the oldest conHnuous democracy in the modern world. We held
elecHons in the middle of a civil war in 1864. We held free and fair elecHons during World
War I, during the Great Depression and during World War II. A7er all of those elecHons held
in extremely diﬃcult circumstances, the loser acknowledged defeat and the winner was
inaugurated and took oﬃce. That is what the United States of America is all about. That is
what democracy is all about.
But today under Donald Trump, we have a president who has liDle respect for our
consHtuHon or the rule of law. Today, that peaceful transiHon of power, the bedrock of
American democracy is being threatened like never before.
I am not in the habit of quoHng former president Ronald Reagan, but I think something that
he said in his ﬁrst inaugural address makes the point about how important, how precious is
this part of our heritage, and I quote Ronald Reagan, “The orderly transfer of authority as
called for in the consHtuHon rouHnely takes place as it has for almost two centuries and few
of us stopped to think how unique we really are. In the eyes of many in the world, this every
four-year ceremony we accept as normal is nothing less than a miracle.” End of quote.
ProtecHng this orderly transfer of authority as president Reagan characterized it, this miracle
is absolutely essenHal if we together, all of us -- Republicans, Democrats, Independents -want to keep faith with the American ideals we hold so dear and with the sacriﬁces that so
many made in order to protect our democracy.
And in that regard, I think it is terribly important that we actually listen to and take seriously
what Donald Trump is saying.
Several weeks ago, speaking at the Republican NaHonal ConvenHon, Trump said, and I quote,
“The only way they can take this elecHon away from us is if this is a rigged elecHon.” End of
quote.
What is remarkable about that statement is that he made it at a Hme when almost every
naHonal poll had him behind and when he was trailing in polls in most baDleground states.
Think about what that statement means. Think hard about what that statement means.
What he is saying is that if he wins the elecHon, that’s great. But if he loses, it’s rigged,
because the only way, the only way he can lose is if it’s rigged, and if it’s rigged, then he is
not leaving oﬃce. Heads I win, tails you lose. In other words, in Trump’s mind, there is no
conceivable way that he should leave oﬃce.

Just last night, just last night, Donald Trump went even further down the path of
authoritarianism by becoming the ﬁrst president in the history of this country to refuse to
commit to a peaceful transiHon of power if he loses the elecHon. When asked by a reporter
in the White House brieﬁng room, “Win, lose or draw in this elecHon, will you commit here
today for a peaceful transfer of power a7er the elecHon?” Trump responded and I quote,
“We’re going to have to see what happens. You know that I have been complaining very
strongly about the ballots and the ballots are a disaster. We want to get rid of the ballots and
you’ll have a very peaceful… There won’t be a transfer, frankly. There will be a conHnuaHon.”
End of quote from Donald Trump.
That is not his choice. That’s for the American people to determine. Let us be very clear:
there is nothing in our consHtuHon or in our laws that gives Donald Trump the privilege of
deciding whether or not he will step aside if he loses. In the United States, the president
does not determine who can or cannot vote and what ballots will be counted. That may be
what his friend PuHn does in Russia. It may be what is done in other authoritarian countries,
but it is not and it will not be done in America. This is a democracy.
Now, I do understand that Donald Trump is a billionaire, or so he tells us. I do understand
that he was born to a very wealthy family, and from his earliest days was able to get anything
he wanted because his family was rich and his family was powerful. I do understand that
when you’re rich and you’re powerful, you don’t have to pay taxes like ordinary people, and
that it’s easy for you to avoid the military dra7. I do understand that when you’re rich and
you’re powerful, you can buy poliHcians and get hundreds of millions of dollars in corporate
welfare for your real estate empire.
But this I also understand, no maDer how rich or powerful you may be, no maDer how
arrogant and narcissisHc you may be, no maDer how much you think you can get anything
you want, let me make this clear to Donald Trump: too many people have fought and died to
defend American democracy and you are not going to destroy it. The American people will
not allow that to happen.
Despite all of the evidence, Trump conHnues to be obsessed with the belief that there is
massive voter fraud in this country. In 2017 a7er he won the presidency, Trump insisted that
he would have won the popular vote, which he lost by three million votes, if “millions of
illegal votes had not been cast.” There is absolutely no evidence of that being true. In fact, it
is totally preposterous to believe that millions of votes or any signiﬁcant number of votes at
all were cast illegally. This is an asserHon supported by no one, not DemocraHc oﬃcials, not
Republican oﬃcials, no one. And yet that is what Trump said a7er he won.
There have been numerous studies done on the issue of voter fraud in our country. They
have all concluded essenHally in the same way. Voter fraud in the United States of America is
extremely rare. A study by Dartmouth University found no evidence of widespread voter
fraud in the 2016 elecHon. An arHcle in the New York Times from December, 2016 stated and
I quote, “In an elecHon in which more than 137 million Americans cast ballots, elecHon and
law enforcement oﬃcials in 26 states and the District of Columbia, DemocraHc leaning,
Republican leaning and in between, said that so far, they knew of no credible allegaHons of
fraudulent voHng. Oﬃcials in another eight states said they knew of only one allegaHon. In
Georgia, where more than 4 million people cast ballots, oﬃcials said they had open inquiries
in 25 cases into “suspicious voHng or elecHon related acHvity”. End of quote.

“But inquiries to all 50 states, every one but Kansas responded, found no states that
reported indicaHons of widespread fraud.” End of quote, New York Times. A report by the
Brennan Center for JusHce reviewed elecHons that had been meHculously studied for voter
fraud and found incident rates between 0.0003% and 0.0025%. The report concluded that it
is more likely that an American “will be struck by lightning than that he will impersonate
another voter at the polls." Even the conservaHve Heritage FoundaHon, which maintains the
database on elecHon fraud, could only ﬁnd 143 criminal convicHons of mail-in voter fraud
out of 250 million mail-in votes cast over the past 20 years, a rate of 0.00006%.
But you don’t have to trust me on this issue. Benjamin Ginsburg, one of the leading
Republican experts on elecHon, a man who served as NaHonal Counsel to the Bush-Cheney
presidenHal campaign, a man who played a major role for the Republican party in the 2000
Florida recounts, and who co-chaired the bi-parHsan 2013 presidenHal commission on
elecHon administraHon, recently wrote in the Washington Post, and I quote, “The truth is
that a7er decades of looking for illegal voHng, there is no proof of widespread fraud. At
most, there are isolated incidents by both Democrats and Republicans. ElecHons are not
rigged,” end of quote.
Let me repeat from one of the Republican party'sleading experts on elecHons, quote, “The
truth is that a7er decades of looking for illegal voHng, there’s no proof of widespread fraud.
At most, there are isolated incidents by both Democrats and Republicans. ElecHons are not
rigged.”
And even if the statement of Mr. Ginsburg is not good enough for you, here is what the
Trump administraHon’s own VoHng Integrity Commission reported. According to an analysis
of administraHon documents by the Associated Press, Trump’s commission uncovered quote,
“No evidence to support claims of widespread voter fraud,” end quote, and they disbanded
in 2018.
Even Republican Senate majority leader, Mitch McConnell, tamped down current concerns
about mail-in ballots last month saying, and I quote, “Many parts of our country vote by
mail. Oregon, Washington and Colorado have voted by mail for years,” end of quote.
And yet, we have a president today who calls mail-in ballots a hoax and a scam. Trump’s
strategy to de-legiHmize this elecHon and to stay in oﬃce if he loses his not complicated.
Finding himself behind in many polls, he is aDempHng massive voter suppression. He and his
Republican colleagues are doing everything they can to make it harder and harder for people
to vote.
In addiHon, he is sowing the seeds of chaos, confusion and conspiracy theories by casHng
doubt on the integrity of this elecHon, and if he loses, jusHfying why he should remain in
oﬃce. In an interview with Chris Wallace on Fox News, Trump refused to say that he would
leave oﬃce if he lost. Asked to give a direct answer on whether he would accept the elecHon
results, Trump refused. He said, quote, “I have to see. No, I’m not going to just say yes. I’m
not going to say no. I didn’t last Hme either,” end of quote. That’s preDy much what he said
yesterday.
In the middle of a pandemic, Donald Trump made clear that he wants to defund the Postal
Service in order to limit the use of mail-in ballots. In an interview on August 13th, discussing
a possible deal for a relief package that would have funded the United States Postal Service,

Trump let the cat out of the bag by admiong that, quote, “If we don’t make a deal, that
means they don’t get the money. That means they can’t have universal mail-in voHng. They
just can’t have it,” end of quote.
In other words, what Donald Trump is saying to tens of millions of Americans is that at a Hme
when over 200,000 of our people have already died from the coronavirus, you have a choice:
you can either risk your health or even your life by walking into a voHng booth, or you can’t
vote. How outrageous, how disgraceful is that?
Amazingly, at the very same Hme, Trump is making completely baseless allegaHons about
voter fraud. Last month, he urged the supporters of North Carolina to try voHng twice, which
among other things is a felony. In order to advance his plan for mass voter suppression, the
Trump campaign ﬁled a lawsuit in Nevada, which fortunately was dismissed, challenging the
state’s mail-in voHng laws.
In July, Trump used false claims of voter fraud to propose delaying this year’s elecHon, which
he obviously does not have the power to do. This was so outrageous that Steven Calabresi,
the Co-Founder of the conservaHve Federalist Society wrote that it was, quote, “grounds for
the President’s immediate impeachment, again, by the House of RepresentaHves and his
removal from oﬃce by the Senate,” end of quote.
Last week, Trump told his supporters at a rally in Nevada, that he, quote, “Was enHtled,” end
quote, to serve a third term, which is obviously a violaHon of the ConsHtuHon’s 22nd
Amendment.
On Saturday, Trump suggested to his supporters in North Carolina that he might sign an
execuHve order to prevent Joe Biden from becoming president. Trump has also urged his
supporters to become, quote, “Poll watchers.” But what he is really saying is that he wants
his supporters, some of whom are members of armed miliHas, to inHmidate voters. We’re
already seeing this in Virginia, where early voters were confronted by Trump supporters and
elecHon oﬃcials in Fairfax County said that some voters and polling staﬀ felt inHmidated.
On and on and on it goes. Every day, over and over again, Trump is making it harder for the
American people to parHcipate in the poliHcal process and is aDempHng to de-legiHmize the
outcome of this elecHon so that if he loses, he can remain in oﬃce.
The concerns that I am raising today on not just mine alone, and are not just concerns
shared by progressives or Democrats. Miles Taylor, a lifelong Republican who previously
served as Chief of Staﬀ inside the Trump administraHon’s Department of Homeland Security,
warned that there is nothing that Trump will not do or say to defeat Biden. This is what he
said, and I quote, “Put nothing past Donald Trump,” Taylor told the AP, “He will do anything
to win. If that means climbing over other people, climbing over his own people or climbing
over US law, he will do it. People are right to be concerned,” end of quote.
Well, I agree with Mr. Taylor. I am concerned and I am very concerned. Last week, my former
Senate colleague, Dan Coats, Trump’s own former Director of NaHonal Intelligence,
published a piece in the New York Times, calling for a high level biparHsan and nonparHsan
commission to oversee the elecHon, to reassure all Americans that it has been carried out
fairly.

Coats wrote, and I quote, “The most urgent task American leaders face is to ensure that the
elecHon results are accepted as legiHmate. Electoral legiHmacy is the essenHal linchpin of
our enHre poliHcal culture. We should see the challenge clearly in advance and take
immediate acHon to respond,” end of quote. That’s Dan Coats, former Intelligence Director
of Donald Trump. I couldn’t agree more. I strongly second Director Coats’ call for this elecHon
commission.
Last week as well, DemocraHc minority leader Chuck Schumer and I sent a leDer to Senator
McConnell, urging him to hold hearings on the issue of elecHon and post-elecHon security.
Senator Schumer and I stated, quote, “We would like to hear from the most knowledgeable
people in the country as to how we can do everything possible to make sure that the
elecHon and the period a7erward is secure and peaceful,” end of quote.
Majority Leader McConnell, please respond to that leDer. Please establish that bi-parHsan
commiDee.
And today I call on every elected oﬃcial in America, whether they be Republican, Democrat
or Independent, to vigorously oppose voter suppression and voter inHmidaHon, to make sure
that every vote is counted, and that no one is declared the winner unHl those votes are
counted.
And to my Republican colleagues in the Congress, please do not conHnue to tell the
American people how much you love America, if at this criHcal moment you are not
prepared to stand up to defend American democracy and our way of life. Stop the hypocrisy.
Now with or without Donald Trump, this elecHon is unique in American history, because it is
taking place during a pandemic and a public health crisis. As a result, states all over America
are taking the appropriate steps to ensure more Americans can safely vote by mail in their
own homes instead of risking their health or their lives to vote in person. The result is that
this elecHon will see by far the largest number of mail-in ballots ever.
And let’s be clear. Despite what Donald Trump says, voHng by mail is not a new or dangerous
idea. Colorado, Hawaii, Oregon, Washington, and Utah conduct their elecHons almost
enHrely by mail. California, Nevada, New Jersey, the District of Columbia, my own state of
Vermont, have pledged to mail ballots to all registered voters for the upcoming elecHon. And
many other states are making it easier, for obvious reasons, to vote by mail. Trump himself,
as well as members of his administraHon, have repeatedly voted by mail. Members of the
United States military have regularly voted by mail since the 1800s.
Given the signiﬁcant increase in mail-in ballots, why, you might ask, are Trump and his allies
trying to aDack the integrity of our vote-by-mail system? And the answer is preDy simple. A
number of studies have shown that for whatever reasons, Republicans are more likely to
vote in person while Democrats are more likely to use mail-in ballots. In fact one poll found
that only about a quarter of Biden supporters would vote in person on elecHon day, while
some two-thirds of Trump voters plan to vote in person.
In other words, if Trump can undermine people’s conﬁdence in the validity of votes cast by
mail, he will be calling into quesHons the validity of votes that may overwhelmingly support
Joe Biden.

Let us consider the following scenario, a scenario which I hope very much never takes place.
On elecHon night Trump is ahead in many baDleground states, based on the votes of those
who voted in person on elecHon day. All across the television screens people see Trump
ahead before they turn in for the night. But as more and more mail-in ballots are counted,
Trump’s lead falls. Trump then announces with no proof that there has been massive mail-in
ballot fraud and that these votes should not be counted and that he has won the elecHon. In
other words, Trump may well announce that he has won the elecHon before all of the votes
are counted and that large numbers of mail-in ballots should be discarded.
Furthermore, in states where Republicans control the legislature, it is possible that the
elecHon results will be ignored because of false accusaHons of voter fraud, and that the
legislature itself will use its power to appoint electors pledged to vote for Trump, overriding
the will of the people. And in the midst of all of this with the death of JusHce Ginsburg,
Trump is aDempHng to push through a Supreme Court JusHce who may very well cast a vote
in a case that will determine the outcome of this elecHon. He is doing that at a Hme when
early voHng has already begun and millions of ballots will have already been cast.
In this unprecedented moment, what can we as a people do in the struggle to preserve
American democracy? First, it is absolutely imperaHve that we have, by far, the largest voter
turnout in American history, and that people vote as early as possible. As someone who’s
strongly supporHng Joe Biden, let’s be clear: a landslide victory for Biden will make it virtually
impossible for Trump to deny the results and is our best means for defending democracy.
Second, with the pandemic and a massive increase in mail-in voHng, state legislatures must
take immediate acHon now -- now -- to allow mail-in votes to be counted before elecHon day
as they come in. In fact, 32 states allow for the counHng or processing of absentee ballots,
verifying signatures, for example, before elecHon day. All states should do the same. The
faster all ballots are counted, the less window there is for chaos and conspiracy theories.
Third, the news media needs to prepare the American people to understand there is no
longer a single elecHon day, and that it is very possible that we may not know the results on
November 3rd.
Fourth, social media companies must ﬁnally get their act together and stop people from
using their tools to spread disinformaHon and to threaten and harass elecHon oﬃcials.
Fi7h, in the Congress and in state legislatures, hearings must be held as possible to explain to
the public how the elecHon day process and the days that follow will be handled. As we
count every vote and prevent voter inHmidaHon, everything possible must be done to
prevent chaos, disinformaHon, and yes, even violence.
Lastly, and most importantly, the American people no maDer what their poliHcal view, must
make it clear that American democracy will not be destroyed. Our country from its incepHon,
and through the sacriﬁces of millions, has been a model to the world with regard to
representaHve government. In 1863 in the midst of the terrible Civil War, Abraham Lincoln at
GeDysburg stated that this government “of the people, by the people, for the people, shall
not perish from the earth."

That was true then, that is true today, regardless of what Donald Trump wants. The American
people will preserve democracy in our country. Thank you all very much.

Jay's Comments Part 2
JAY TOMLINSON - HOST, BEST OF THE LEFT: Thus ends the Bernie Sanders segment of
today's episode.
And now as promised, I have one regular voicemail for you and, as promised, I have an
announcement and about the audio voiced versions of messages that people have wriDen
into me. I announced those in the previous episode and I called them Evoicemails -- it's a
portmanteau of email and voicemail, and I didn't even like it as I said it, it was just the ﬁrst
idea I came up with. So we were kicking around other ideas. Amanda came up with one that
I really liked: just switched it around; instead of Evoicemail, she went with "voice email," but
then when you say it fast it's "voiceymail." So it's like mail, but voicey. And so I liked that for a
few hours and then, I think [it] came to me in the shower or something, and I have seDled on
"VoicedMail™." So we have our voicemails and our VoicedMails™ with a D in the middle. And
if you're interested, in addiHon to just sending me an email and me being able to convert it,
you can now go to Besto7heLe7.com/voicedmails and hear the voices that I have available,
so you can tell me which voice would you like me to apply to your email.
So, anyway, ﬁrst a voicemail. And then I have our ﬁrst voluntary VoicedMail™ for you.

The Progressive Myth - Craig from Ohio
CALLER: CRAIG FROM OHIO: Hey, Jay, it's Craig from Ohio. it's been a while. So I thought I
would weigh in on the quesHon of a new kind of myth that could moHvate and unite the le7.
and I for, I guess about 25 years since I've been paying close aDenHon to poliHcs, have
believed that. what that myth should be is what I call the progressive myth.
And I think it's something that is understandable, if you just sorta think about the way Bernie
Sanders presents it. Everyone for everyone, you know, would you ﬁght for your neighbor?
Everyone's in it together when we leave no one behind. Progress is for everyone, not just for
individuals or various groups, that, like I said, everyone's in it together.
So that's the progressive ideal. And I, for a long Hme thought that that was where we were
moving. I think it's the only possible way for humanity as a whole to actually advance to
whatever it is we're evolving into. And it's also why I've sort of been distressed over the past,
I don't know, several years, ﬁve, 10 years, about idenHty and struggles between groups
taking a more prominent role in our poliHcs. Not because I have any objecHon to the
complaints of women, minoriHes, immigrants. I think they're all valid. And I think that they
need to be called out. But the problem is, it seems to divide us into facHons, which is against
the progressive myth as I conceive of it.
So looking toward the future, for again, the longest Hme I thought that problems like climate
change and inequality would naturally bring into existence this progressive ideal, and
everybody would start to see, Oh, you know, the progressive myth, it makes sense to replace
the old capitalist or market myth, because people would recognize the only way to survive
altogether, especially in an environmental situaHon like the one we're experiencing now with

climate change, would be to work together. And again, everyone, is in it together and no one
is le7 behind.
But lately, I guess since about 2016, that was a real wake up year for me with the elecHon
and everything that that occurred. And I've goDen a sense that a lot of progressives or
people on the le7 or however they idenHfy themselves, socialists, whatever, have adopted
this kind of skepHcism that nothing maDers. It's never going to happen. Where, you know,
we're always going to lose, the progressive ideal that everyone's in it together is pie in the
sky fantasy. And I've heard that. And I think that was also embodied in one of your recent
callers who said I've been seeing this kind of racism for years and it's never going to change.
Even if Bernie Sanders got into oﬃce and gave free college for everybody, it would only apply
to White people or the people that are top of the heap.
And I just think that even though I understand that impulse, even though I might agree that
the situaHon looks preDy dire, I don't see any alternaHve to maintaining a striving for that
progressive ideal.
So the only thing that we can do is constantly strive for this sense of unity and everyone
being in it together and everyone moving forward together.
So I think that's enough. I'm going to now go and call my senators once again, to leave a
message 'cause they never answer their phones anymore, about what they should do to
block McConnell's aDempt to install [a] right-wing Supreme Court jusHce. That's the kind of
example of what I mean we should all be doing and not lose sight of the fact that it helps,
even though we may despair that ulHmately we will win in the long run.
Hope that helps .Talk to you later. Bye.

The Nature of the Internet - Jonathan from Florida
Voicedmailer: Jonathan from Florida: Hey Jay, Its Jonathan from Florida, previously from
San Diego.
I had some thoughts on the speaker from Facebook, who previously worked with extremists
cells with regards to polarizaHon.
I’m not even sure if its necessarily just the algorithm’s fault.
The nature of the internet itself is that it makes it easier to interact with people who are
more likely to share your beliefs and so you’re not forced to tolerate people who you don’t
agree with, unlike, say, in physical life, where you don’t have quite as much say over who you
end up interacHng with on a daily basis.
AddiHonally, I think this might be a situaHon where the individual good and societal good are
at a bit of a conﬂict too.
While it would be beDer in general if people were less polarized as there would be less
hosHlity in the world, for this to happen, diﬀerent ideologies must mingle.
And I know that I don’t personally want to be in a space and have to listen to people
spouHng ideas which, if not morally repulsive in and of themselves, certainly lead to

consequences that are morally repulsive, especially when those people either discount the
consequences of their acHons, or think that the acHons results have no bearing on the
morality of an acHon, for example taking away healthcare from those who cant aﬀord it, or
telling me I should have never been allowed to marry husband.
I feel like we progressives get baDered enough by the half measures and gaslighHng from
the neoliberals that its exhausHng, but we’re forced to share a space with them because
there’s no where else for us to go.

Jay's Comments Part 3
JAY TOMLINSON - HOST, BEST OF THE LEFT: And in addiHon to his substanHve message,
Jonathan, in a separate comment, described his feelings about the whole new system.

New bonus clips and voices - Jonathan from Florida
Voicedmailer: Jonathan from Florida: Hey Jay, Its Jonathan from Florida, previously from
San Diego.
I had some thoughts on the speaker from Facebook, who previously worked with extremists
cells with regards to polarizaHon.
I’m not even sure if its necessarily just the algorithm’s fault.
The nature of the internet itself is that it makes it easier to interact with people who are
more likely to share your beliefs and so you’re not forced to tolerate people who you don’t
agree with, unlike, say, in physical life, where you don’t have quite as much say over who you
end up interacHng with on a daily basis.
AddiHonally, I think this might be a situaHon where the individual good and societal good are
at a bit of a conﬂict too.
While it would be beDer in general if people were less polarized as there would be less
hosHlity in the world, for this to happen, diﬀerent ideologies must mingle.
And I know that I don’t personally want to be in a space and have to listen to people
spouHng ideas which, if not morally repulsive in and of themselves, certainly lead to
consequences that are morally repulsive, especially when those people either discount the
consequences of their acHons, or think that the acHons results have no bearing on the
morality of an acHon, for example taking away healthcare from those who cant aﬀord it, or
telling me I should have never been allowed to marry husband.
I feel like we progressives get baDered enough by the half measures and gaslighHng from
the neoliberals that its exhausHng, but we’re forced to share a space with them because
there’s no where else for us to go.

Jay's Comments Part 4
JAY TOMLINSON - HOST, BEST OF THE LEFT: So, two quick comments in response to
Jonathan's message. The ﬁrst is not to worry for members. I am not doing a way with the

more conversaHonal aspects of bonus episodes, those are just going to come out as separate
bonus episodes whereas the clips, for exactly the reason Jonathan pointed out, it just makes
more sense to be as part of the topical full episode. And then the beneﬁt for me really is that
it's a lot easier, it just takes less Hme, to make a bonus episode that's purely conversaHonal
rather than a combinaHon of conversaHon and clips. So it's a win-win all around.
Secondly, I just want to highlight that I love that Jonathan is not only volunteering as our ﬁrst
"voiced mailer", but is also poinHng out that he's called in the past. He didn't have a huge
problem, he said he didn't like talking on the phone that much, but he overcame that to call
in, but likes this more. So I just want to put that out for everyone as a de-sHgmafying aspect
of this. Yeah, this is a liDle weird, it's a liDle new, we're experimenHng with something, but
don't feel self conscious about it because even people who have called before say "yeah, you
know, calling, it's not that great, I feel like I messed it up when I did," and if you come away
with that feeling, which I think maybe a lot of people do, then it discourages them from
doing it again, whereas being able to write out your thoughts is lot easier, more
straighvorward, you can make sure to say what you mean.
So, now back to substance. The bonus clip I have for you I'm going to play because it's so
perfectly follows on from Johnathon's substanHve point about the nature of the internet,
and this needs no introducHon other than than this is from Speak Out with Tim Wise and it
says everything that needs to be said.

Facts Don't Care About Your Feelings, But Decent
People Do: The Dangerous EmoHonal Detachment of
the Right - Speak Out with Tim Wise - Air Date 11-27-19
Jay's Comments Part 5
And with that, we will wrap up today's odd episode. As always, thanks to everyone for
listening. Thanks to Deon Clark and Erin Clayton for their research work on the show. Thanks
to the Monosyllabic Transcrip6onist Trio Ben, Dan, and Ken for their volunteer work, helping
put our transcripts together. Thanks to Amanda Hoﬀman for all of her work on our social
media outlets and acHvism segments. And thanks to all those who called into the voicemail
line or wrote in messages to be played as VoicedMails™.
If you'd like to leave a comment or quesHon of your own to be played on the show, you can
send us a voice memo by email, you can record a message at (202) 999-3991, or you can
simply email me directly or leave a comment anywhere you can leave comments, and they
can be turned into VoicedMails™.
Thanks course to those who support the show by becoming a member or purchasing gi7
memberships at besto7hele7.com/support. That is absolutely how the program survives. Of
course, everyone can support the show just by telling everyone you know about it and
leaving us glowing reviews on Apple Podcasts and Facebook to help others ﬁnd the show. For
details on the show itself, including links to all of the sources and music use in this and every
episode, all that informaHon can always be found in the show notes on the blog and likely
right on the device you're using to listen.

So coming to you from far outside, the convenHonal wisdom of Washington, D.C., my name
is Jay!, and this has been the Best of the Le; podcast coming to you twice weekly thanks
enHrely to the members and donors to the show from besto7hele7.com.

