The Mercury News - 05/16/2018

Copy Reduced to 76% from original to fit letter page

Local News

Page : B01

THE MERCURY NEWS » WEDNESDAY, MAY 16, 2018

News on your phone:
Download the Mercury
News mobile app for
iPhone or Android
111 SECTION B

MORE LOCAL NEWS » THE MERCURYNEWS.COM

SANTA CLARA

Judge: City’s voting system isn’t fair
Group of Asian Americans
claimed at-large election
system dilutes their votes
By Emily DeRuy
ederuy@bayareanewsgroup.com

In a declaration that forces
Santa Clara to deal with longstanding complaints about equal
representation on the City Council, a judge on Tuesday said the
city’s current election system isn’t

fair to minority voters.
Superior Court Judge Thomas
Kuhnle leaned in favor of the
group of Asian Americans who
sued Santa Clara last year claiming the city’s at-large election system discriminates against Asian
Americans by diluting their vote.
“Based on the evidence presented at trial, the court ﬁnds
that plaintiffs have proven by a
preponderance of the evidence
that the at-large method of election used by the city impairs the
ability of Asians to elect candi-
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dates as a result of the dilution
and abridgment of their rights as
voters,” wrote Kuhnle in a proposed statement of decision Tuesday. “Having found the City liable for violating the , this action
will now proceed to the remedies
phase.”
The decision is not ﬁnal, meaning both sides can try to convince
him to change his mind.
Since the city charter was adopted in 1951, not a single Asian
American candidate has won a
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“We believe that
Measure A is the
best solution
for Santa Clara
to ensure fair
elections, give
voters better
choices, and
protect voting
rights.”

“A neighborhood
plan would reduce
election costs,
empower grassroots
campaigns, and
result in more
transparent
government that
reflects the city’s
diversity.”

— Rob Jerdonek, Measure A
campaign committee chair

— Statement by opponents
to Measure A

ANIMAL CROSSING

An overdue
name change for
Theatre on San
Pedro Square

HIGHWAY 17 ROADKILL
SOLUTION COMING IN 2021
A bridge will be built to save the lives of mountain lions, deer crossing the road

For the past decade, Tabard Theatre Company has produced its shows at San Jose’s intimate Theatre on San Pedro Square. At its
10th anniversary celebration last week, the
company made official a change regular patrons had made in their heads a
long time ago: from now on, the
downtown San Jose venue will
be known as Tabard Theatre.
On behalf of everyone who’s
attended one of Tabard’s shows
or special events there, let me
Sal Pizarro say it’s about time.
Tabard founder and Artistic
Columnist
Director Cathy Spielberger Cassetta says that when the company became the resident manager of the
space in April 2008, it had been an itinerant
group for the previous seven years, holding
performances wherever it could. So letting people know the theater’s location was important.
But a decade later, it was just confusing.
Managing Director Nick Nichols said people
would search for Tabard and not ﬁnd a location. And it didn’t help that the company and
the venue each had different logos to go with
their different names.
“People now know that this beautiful upstairs theatre in the historic Farmers Union
building is Tabard’s home and regularly refer
to the venue as ‘Tabard Theatre,’ Nichols said.
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attached to a tree near Laurel Curve where a wildlife crossing will be built for Highway 17.

