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research paper that found
using cost-benefit analy-
sis would be helpful in de-
termining mitigation mea-
sures. The paper’s conclu-
sions were based on the
average cost of a deer-vehi-
cle collision at $6,600.
The project is in the

vanguard of a trend in
California to consider the
unintended consequences
of building highways that
block paths for wildlife.
It’s the first stand-alone

wildlife crossing planned
in Caltrans District 5,
which encompasses Santa
Cruz, Monterey, San Luis
Obispo, San Benito and
Santa Barbara counties.
Caltrans describes it as a
stand-alone crossing be-
cause it’s not being built
as part of a highway im-
provement project.
A 2017 analysis by the

UC Davis Road Ecology
Center reported 6,100 ve-
hicle collisions with deer
in 2016 on state highways,
135 with bears and 42 with
mountain lions, estimat-
ing damages to vehicles,
injuries and fatalities at
$276 million.
In Santa Cruz County,

55 deer and five moun-
tain lions have been hit
and killed in 15 years on
Highway 17, according to
ecologist Tanya Diamond
of Pathways for Wild-
life, with more roadkill
incidents in Santa Clara
County.

The Land Trust of Santa
Cruz County was an early
champion of the Highway
17 wildlife crossing, rais-
ing funds in 2015 and 2016
from donors to secure con-
servation easements for
463 acres on both sides of
the highway.
Building is restricted in

those areas, said Stephen
Slade, executive director of

the land trust.
The Land Trust of Santa

Cruz County is providing
$3 million for construc-
tion, and Measure D, the
Santa Cruz County trans-
portation sales tax, is pro-
viding $5 million.
Caltrans is funding the

environmental review and
design work for the bridge.
“I ’m pretty excited

about this project,” said
Aaron Henkel, a senior en-
gineer at Caltrans, updat-
ing the Santa Cruz County
Regional Transportation
Commission on the wild-
life crossing earlier this
month.
He said the project will

take two years to design
then six months to adver-
tise and award the bid.

“We have a napkin-type
sketch,” Henkel said. “It
seems real simple but in
order to keep four lanes
open, we’ll barricade a
third, shift traffic over, put
the roadbed down and do
that three times.”
Engineers have to look

at the weight the bridge
will carry, soils and traf-
fic. The contractor will

drill piles to support the
new structure and put new
slabs down, one third at a
time.
Caltrans completed its

first standalone wildlife
crossing in 2008 on High-
way 89 at Kyburz Flat in
the Sierra, about 20 miles
north of Truckee.
The cost was $720,000

for the undercrossing
and $450,000 for fenc-
ing to guide the animals
to safety, according to
Sara Holm, environmen-
tal scientist with the state
Department of Fish and
Wildlife.
Eight years later, data

from the California High-
way Patrol found wildlife-
vehicle collisions declined
in the Kyberz area, from
29 between 1999 to Janu-
ary 2009 to five between
2009 and 2015.
Two more undercross-

ings were completed on
Highway 89 near Truckee
in 2015 for $2.8 million.
“We measure success

by monitoring with cam-
eras,” said Holm, noting
deer, bears, coyotes and
bobcats have been seen go-
ing through the man-made
passages.
“Those are animals not

on the highway available
to hit,” she said.
The project involved a

team from multiple state
agencies, federal and local
agencies along with non-
profits.
“Together we could do

what we couldn’t do indi-
vidually,” said Holm. “It
was really successful to
work that way.”
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“We think this is the op-
portune time to unify our
company and venue under
one flag, so to speak.”
You can check out up-

coming offerings at www.
tabardtheatre.org.

HISTORICPLANESRE-
TURNTOMOFFETT» Avia-
tion fans should prepare to
be amazed as four World
War II-era aircraft fly into
Moffett Field Friday for a
week-long visit with the re-
turn of the Wings of Free-
dom Tour. The vintage
planes arriving at the his-
toric Mountain View air-
field are a B-17 Flying For-
tress, the B-24 Liberator,
a B-25 Mitchell and a P-51
Mustang.
According to information

from the Collings Founda-

tion, which is sponsoring
the tour, the B-17 is one of
just nine in flying condition
in the United States and
the B-24 is the sole example
of its type still flying any-
where in the world.
Visitors can explore the

aircraft, inside and out,
through May 26, for $15
(adults) and $5 for kids un-
der 12. Ground tours are
available from 2 to 5 p.m.
May 18 and 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. May 19 to May 26. The
tour heads to Livermore
Municipal Airport May 27-
29.
If you have the means,

you can take a 30-minute
flight aboard the planes,
too. Flights on the B-17
and B-24 are $450 per per-
son, and flights on the B-25
are $400. You can also get
flight-training on the P-51
at $2,200 for 30 minutes
or $3,200 for an hour. Call
800-568-8924 for informa-
tion on those flight experi-

ences. Get more informa-
tion at www.collingsfoun-
dation.org.

BALLETWITHANEXPERT
»When San Jose’s New
Ballet performs “Sleep-
ing Beauty” at the Califor-
nia Theatre Sunday, every-
one in the audience can
have the experience of sit-
ting next to a ballet expert
providing commentary and
context throughout the
show. But it won’t disturb
anyone else in the audito-
rium because it’s all hap-
pening on your phone.
New Ballet Director Da-

lia Rawson said she was in-
spired by her experience
watching electronic sports
where — like with regu-
lar football or basketball
games — the audience gets
the added benefit of com-
mentary on the action. At
“Sleeping Beauty” on Sun-
day, patrons with special
Live Casting tickets will be

seated
together in the balcony and
will dial into a conference
call on their own phones
(with earbuds) to hear the
commentary during the 2
p.m. performance.
“As far as we know, we

are the first ballet organi-
zation to try this out,” said
Rawson, who calls the ex-
periment a beta test. “It’s a
bit radical, having people
use phones in the theater

and all, but I think context
and additional informa-
tion will enhance the expe-
rience, just as it does when
watching football or the
Olympics.”
The Live Casting info

will include personal an-
ecdotes, interviews with
the dancers, and histori-
cal background about the
show, which features South
African dancer Lwando

Dutyulwa in the lead role
for his debut performance
in this ballet. Rawson said
Dutyulwa grew up in the
townships outside Cape
Town and overcame many
challenges to become a
dancer. He danced the Nut-
cracker Prince in “The San
Jose Nutcracker” last year
and feedback from audi-
ences on social media was
very positive.
In addition to Sunday’s

2 p.m. performance, there
will be a one-hour per-
formance — without Live
Casting — at 11 a.m. Sat-
urday for younger audi-
ences with reduced ticket
prices. Details are avail-
able at www.newballet.
com, and you can get Live
Casting tickets at www.
newballet.com/live-cast-
ing.

Contact Sal Pizarro
at spizarro@
bayareanewsgroup.com.
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seat on the City Council
even though Asian Ameri-
cans make upmore than 30
percent of the city’s eligible
voters.
“The judge has some

complex statistical anal-
ysis to weed through but
ultimately this was a case
about people, about a com-
munity and its ability to af-
fect decisions that directly
impact their daily lives,”
said Robert Rubin, a law-
yer for the plaintiffs.
“I think it’s just awonder-

ful decision that I thought
would be made all along,”
said John McLemore, a for-
mer Santa Clara council-
man.
But Santa Clara City At-

torney Brian Doyle said in
an emailed statement that
the city’s legal teamwill file
its objection by the end of
May.
Regardless, Santa Clara

will almost certainly have
to change the way it runs
elections moving forward.
Rubin and the plain-

tiffs will push for a series
of neighborhood districts,
while Mayor Lisa Gill-
mor and others have pro-
posed two districts — di-
vided roughly along the
El Camino Real — with
council members elected
through rank-choice voting.
The two district proposal

is the basis of Measure A,
which Santa Clara voters
will decide this June. With

the new tentative decision
from Kuhnle, however, the
measure’s fate is unclear.
It’s unknown whether it
will stand up to a court
challenge, if approved by
voters. Kuhnle has already
called the idea of two dis-
tricts “suspect,” but oth-
ers who had initially ques-
tioned the idea now say they
think it makes sense.
“It has taken me a while

to understand the relative
advantages of this method
that is being proposed to
you and I’m convinced
that it has real potential
to achieve purposes of the
California Voting Rights
Act,” Jeanne Gobalet, a
demographer hired by the
city told the council re-
cently. “I think I am per-
suaded now that it has the
potential to do so even bet-
ter than the single-member
districts.”
Measure A would let vot-

ers rank their preferred can-
didates. Each district would
elect three councilmembers
for four-year terms. Pro-
ponents, including Mea-
sure A campaign commit-
tee chair Rob Jerdonek, say
the switch “will make sure
every vote counts.”With the
ability to rank their choices,
Jerdonek said, voters would
be able to select who they
really want to see on the
council rather than feel-
ing like they need to stra-
tegically save their vote for
a candidate they think is
more likely to win.
With rank-choice voting,

the threshold for winning a
seat on the council would be

25 percent plus one.
“While our campaign

is not involved in the law-
suit, we believe that Mea-
sure A is the best solution
for Santa Clara to ensure
fair elections, give voters
better choices, and protect
voting rights,” Jerdonek
said. “It is better than both
the current system and the
single-member district sys-
tem proposed by the plain-
tiffs.”
But opponents, including

many of the Asian Ameri-
can voters who filed the
lawsuit against the city, say
they think smaller neigh-
borhood districts would
give minority groups a bet-
ter chance of sending mi-
nority candidates to the
council and that rank-
choice voting will just con-
fuse voters.
“A neighborhood plan

would reduce election costs,
empower grassroots cam-
paigns, and result in more
transparent government
that reflects the city’s di-
versity,” wrote opponents in
their official stance against
the measure, including
Wesley Mukoyama, one of
the plaintiffs in the lawsuit,
and Jethroe Moore, head of
the San Jose Silicon Valley
NAACP.
While both sides will

likely use Kuhnle’s words
to bolster their own argu-
ments, opponents of Mea-
sure A are prepared to chal-
lenge the two-district plan
if voters pass it.
They have also objected

toMeasure A electionmail-
ers, which the city has spent

more than $30,000 sending
to voters. Themailer doesn’t
explicitly endorse the mea-
sure, but, opponents, who
have filed a complaint with
the California Fair Political
Practices Commission, say
it fails to acknowledge al-
ternatives.
Doyle, the city attorney,

pushed back at the idea
that the mailer is political,
saying, “I’m not concerned
about the validity of the

mailers.”
Regardless, whether vot-

ers ultimately support or re-
ject Measure A, the process
of electing a City Council is
set to change significantly,
ending a process that oppo-
nents say has long disad-
vantaged minority voters.
In cases where other cities
that have faced similar le-
gal challenges in California,
judges have ultimately sup-
ported neighborhood dis-

tricts.
“I think it’s something

that the city better take to
heart,” said sitting coun-
cilwoman Patricia Mahan,
adding that she fears insti-
tutionalized racial and eth-
nic biases may be threat-
ening the city, “because I
think it was a very-well rea-
soned decision.”

Contact Emily DeRuy at
408-920-5077.
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company.
And, drivers can expect

to pay more to fuel their
vehicles, too. Gas prices
are projected to creep up
over the holiday weekend,

reaching 70 cents per gal-
lon over last year’s prices.
That’s due to more expen-
sive crude oil, record de-
mand and a shrinking
global supply, AAA says.
Those taking to the

skies will get some relief,
however. Hotel rooms and
rental cars are all at the
lowest rates they’ve been

in the past four years,
making costs associated
with air travel 11 percent
to 14 percent cheaper than
last year. Roughly 528,000
Californians are expected
to fly to their Memorial
Day destinations, com-
pared to approximately
4.3 million travelers who
will drive.

AAA teamed up with
INRIX to give you precise
data on when to steer clear
of these major Bay Area
freeways over Memorial
Day Weekend:
• Interstate 680 North:

3:15 p.m., Friday, May 25;
13 minutes extra delay.
• Highway 101 North:

4:30 p.m., Wednesday, May

23; 28 minutes extra delay.
• Highway 101 South: 2

p.m., Monday, May 28; 27
minutes extra delay.
• Highway 37 East: 4:30

p.m., Thursday, May 24; 37
minutes extra delay.
• Highway 37 West: 3:30

p.m., Friday, May 25; 14
minutes extra delay.
• Interstate 80 West:

7:45 a.m., Tuesday, May 29;
4 minutes extra delay.
• Interstate 80 East: 5:30

p.m., Friday, May 25; 4min-
utes extra delay.
• Interstate 680 South:

5:15 p.m., Thursday, May
24; 5 minutes extra delay.

Contact Erin Baldassari
at 510-208-6428.
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DAN COYRO — SANTA CRUZ SENTINEL

Caltrans will build an underpass corridor for wildlife beneath Highway 17at Laurel Curve.

Lwando
Dutyulwa and
Isabella Phillips
in rehearsal for
New Ballet’s
production
of “Sleeping
Beauty,”
which will be
performed
Sunday at
the California
Theatre.

PHOTO COURTESY
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COMPLETE KITCHEN REMODELING IN 7 DAYS...
AS LOW AS $6,800!*

• For 20 Linear Feet
• Also offering floor and bathroom remodeling
• Cabinet, Counter tops & Flooring
• All Building Supplies

1927 Hartog Dr.,
San Jose,CA 95131
www.urbaninterior.design
urbanbayarea@gmail.com

Showroom Open:
Mon-Sat: 9:30am – 5pm
Sunday Closed
Lic # 996749

Come to meet our professional Interior Designer

408-573-1880

FREEESTIMATES

URBAN INTERIOR DESIGN
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