
It’s time to get fossil fuels out of DC’s buildings

DC has made progress in transitioning off fossil fuels, moving toward electricity from 100% renewable
sources. But we aren't on track to meet our climate commitment of carbon neutrality by 2050, and a
major reason is our continued burning of fossil fuels – mostly fracked gas – to heat buildings.

Gas is polluting our climate
Fracked gas from DC’s Canadian-owned gas utility accounts for 23% of our total greenhouse gas
emissions.1 Because gas leaks are approximately double official estimates, emissions from the gas
sector are likely much higher.2 The gas we burn in our homes is methane, and when released directly
into the atmosphere, it is 84 to 87 times more powerful than carbon dioxide, the most common
greenhouse gas.3 To meet our climate commitments, we must end the burning of methane gas and
transition to highly efficient heat pump systems using clean energy.

Gas is polluting your home
Gas appliances fill our homes with many of the same pollutants as car exhaust – carbon monoxide,
nitrogen dioxide (NO₂), particulate matter, and formaldehyde.4 Because of this, the air we breathe
indoors – where we spend 90% of our time – is often more polluted than outdoor air.5

Health impacts stemming from elevated NO₂ exposure include:
● Aggravated respiratory symptoms and higher susceptibility to lung infections6

● 42% increased risk of developing asthma symptoms7

● IQ and learning deficits in children8

Researchers in Australia found that asthma rates in children living with gas stoves are comparable to
those of children living with smokers. The researchers attributed 12% of all childhood asthma to
pollution from gas stoves.9 A recent study linked even a modest increase in NO₂ exposure to higher
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Covid-19 death rates.10 Moving to pollution-free homes with appliances powered by renewable energy
will improve indoor air quality and protect public health.

Clean energy lowers energy bills
Switching to modern, electric furnaces and water heaters would save 282,000 DC households $100
million annually on utility bills. The savings are greatest for low- and moderate-income households
because they have three times the energy burden (the portion of their income spent on home energy)
as other households. DC families would save an average of $378 a year.11

Building homes with clean electric appliances is nearly always less expensive than building with fossil
fuel appliances. Foregoing gas pipelines saves a median of nearly $9,000. Electrifying existing
buildings is also often cost effective, especially for households switching from propane or heating oil,
replacing both a gas furnace and an air conditioning unit, or bundling rooftop solar with electrification.12

Gaslighting from gas interests
The U.N.'s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change reports methane is incompatible with keeping
global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius.13 Fossil fuel interests say gas from animal manure at factory
farms is the solution. Their own estimates show “biogas” could replace at most 13% of current methane
gas usage.14 Non-industry estimates put the share closer to 3%.15 Manure gas from factory farms is 8 to
17 times more expensive than fracked gas.16 Manure gas is just gaslighting and greenwashing.

Clean energy momentum is growing
In California, 47 cities have moved to end fossil fuel combustion in buildings.17 And clean energy is
gaining momentum from coast to coast:

● Seattle is moving to end fossil fuel combustion in new commercial and apartment buildings.18

● Denver has committed to all-electric, zero fossil fuel homes and buildings.19

● New York is considering legislation to require new and renovated buildings to use clean energy
instead of fossil fuels.20

● The Biden Administration called for the electrification of homes as well as wider use of heat
pumps and induction stoves.21
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