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 There has been so much excitement this year for the Boys & 
Girls Club of Whittier that it is difficult to decide where to start. I will 
start with my appreciation for what the Boys & Girls Club means to 
this community and to me.  The Club does such a wonderful job 
reaching the children that need us the most.  They provide positive 
relationships, great role models, and exposure to real-life experiences 
that will play a big part in their journey to adulthood. On a personal 
level, the Club allows me to feel and see the difference that I am 
making in the community. Whether I am chairing a fundraising event, 
or mentoring a child, I feel so fortunate to be a part of the positive 

change.
 This year, the Boys & Girls Club has dramatically increased its capacity to serve more 
members. We have grown from serving about 1,850 members annually to over 2,100. We 
have achieved this feat by both expanding the number of members served at existing sites 
in Whittier  as well as our new site in the Pico Rivera Community  with our newly chartered 
Boys & Girls Club at El Rancho High School.  We served more kids at our teen center by 
offering focused programs related to their interests, and we expanded to serve more kids at 
middle schools by offering lunch-time science activities. These capacity building efforts are 
made possible by the generous financial support of people like you.
 I would invite you to become involved on a personal level. I was blessed to be a mentor to 
two amazing young children at the Club. Through the ‘Be Great Graduate program’, I met 
with my mentees once per week to help them with their homework, to talk about their day 
and just to have a positive connection with them. It is impossible to describe how wonderful 
this experience has been for me and the importance of adult role models in the lives of our 
kids.
 I can’t wait to see what exciting changes are in store for this coming year. We have our 
42nd Annual Gala coming on September 17th, 2016 at the Friendly Hills Country Club. This 
year we will be doing a sports theme and we will be honoring my fellow board member Don 
Alvarado. It should be a fantastic evening. We are also happy to announce that we will be 
hosting our second pro/am annual golf tournament at Friendly Hills Country Club on May 
1st, 2017. Our ‘Youth of the Year’ event on January 19th, 2017, at the Ruth B. Shannon 
Center is always an emotional and moving event that captures the heart and soul. Please 
join us in recognizing our outstanding young members for their accomplishments.
 None of this is possible without community involvement, and on behalf of the Board of 
Directors, the Executive Director, Oscar Hernandez, and the dedicated and passionate staff 
of the Boys & Girls Club of Whittier, thank you for your support.

Theola Kirschenbaum, President
Board of Directors
Boys & Girls Club of Whittier

Theola Kirschenbaum
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With your generous support, Boys & Girls Club of Whittier will create opportunities to help
more kids and teens achieve great futures. To make a donation or to learn about other ways
you can help, contact Oscar Hernandez, Executive Director, Boys & Girls Club of Whittier,
562.945.3787 ext.104. oscar@bgcw.org

BGCW offers members an
opportunity to exercise and
participate in traditional sports
leagues. We also focus on healthy
eating by serving healthy snacks
and providing nutritional
education.

33% of young people ages 6-
19 in The United States are
overweight or obese.4

95% of Club members ages 9
and older report getting at least
an hour of physical activity on five
or more days per week.

62% of Club teen members vol-
unteer in their community at least

once per year, while 40% volun-
teer in their community at least
once per month.

Helping youth become
responsible, caring citizens and
acquire skills through a formal
mentoring program, partnership
with community counseling
programs, small groups and
leadership programs.

25% of high-school youth in the
United States were involved in a
physical fight in the past year.3

Among our teen-aged Club

members, 96% expect to
graduate from high school, and

80% expect to complete some
kind of post-secondary educa-
tion.

BGCW has two academic
programs; Be Great Graduate
and College Bound. Other
learning opportunities available
include daily homework help,
STEAM, and Music programs.

32% of young people in Los
Angeles County fail to graduate
from high school on time.2



COLLEGE BOUND
 The BGCW is proud to offer the College Bound 
Program at the Teen Center.  College Bound is aligned 
with our vision of every member graduating high school 
with a plan for the future.  That plan can include college, 
trade school, gainful employment or military service. Our 
college bound staff offers our teen members information 
and instruction on how best to prepare for college. It begins 
with ensuring that each member is meeting their A-G 
requirements, and then members receive SAT/ACT prep 
classes.  Finally, as seniors prepare for higher education, 
College Bound provides them with everything that they 
need to know about FAFSA financial aid application 
processes and college application assistance. Members 
go on both campus and workplace tours, and hear from 
guest speakers from academic and professional fields 
throughout the year.
 In the last 12 months, the College Bound Program 
served 61 youth: 18 eighth graders, 11 ninth graders, 
7 tenth graders, 6 eleventh graders, and 19 twelfth 
graders.  The average SAT score of the members 
in the program was 1318. Nineteen out of 19 seniors 
graduated high school. Ten members secured a total of 
$71,430 in FAFSA loans, while 8 members won a total 
of $21,000 in scholarships.

HEALTHy 
LIFESTyLES

This year the Boys & Girls 
Club of Whittier was given 
the opportunity to coach and 
organize the sports leagues 
for Andrews, Dexter, and 
Edwards middle schools in 
collaboration with the Whittier 
City School District.  We ran 

basketball for boys and girls, flag football, volleyball, 
soccer and cross-country leagues throughout the 
school year. With over 200 youth participating 
this year, the partnership was a great success.

BGCW was chosen to pilot a basketball league and 
mini-clinic thank to the Jr. Lakers Program.  Three age 
groups practiced and learned basketball fundamentals 
for 8 weeks.  Los Angeles Lakers coaching staff came in 
for a one day skills camp and all of our members were 
able to participate. The league ended with an all-day 
tournament at Lafayette Park where our team competed 
against 8 other BGC teams.  The team even got to meet 
Laker legend James Worthy.

GOOD CHARACTER & 
CITIZENSHIP
 Our teen members completed over 1,000 hours 
of community service projects each year thanks to 
our leadership and service programs, Keystone and 
Leaders in Training. Some highlights from 2015/2016 
include our work with Brides Against Breast Cancer.  
Our teens volunteered to help set up the bridal expo 
for women with breast cancer at the Radisson Hotel in 
Whittier. The teens express their passion for helping 
the homeless by volunteering at the St. Mathius Soup 

Kitchen.  The Leaders 
In Training have 
really been moved 
by the experience 
volunteering their time 
at the Soup kitchen, 
they are learning 
about their community 
and the resources that 
it offers.

BE GREAT GRADUATE
The BGCW Be Great 

Graduate is a volunteer 
mentoring program that 
was created to ensure 
that every member of 
the Boys & Girls Club is 
on track to graduate. As 
early as middle school, 
some students begin 
showing warning signs 
that they might be at risk 

of falling behind their on-time grade progression. Our staff 
uses behavior, grades, and school attendance to identify 
at-risk members before pairing them with a volunteer 
mentor. The mentor meets weekly with the member to 
check and connect, they work on homework together, but 
they also build healthy relationships by playing games or 
other fun activities. These positive relationships increase 
self-esteem which leads to decreases in school absences 
and increased academic performance.



 The Boys & Girls Club at El Rancho High School has been thriving in 
the last year. Members get homework help each day before selecting a 
program area to spend their afternoon. Their choices include a dance 
program that incorporates traditional fine art dancing styles such as ballet 
as well as modern dancing styles like hip-hop. Members can also attend the 
visual arts program which focuses on digital photography 
and photo editing as well as digital film making.  Members 
can also select the mixed martial arts program where they 
learn physical fitness and self-defense techniques.  This 
year we were thrilled to receive an official charter from the 
Boys & Girls Club of America, our site at the El Rancho High 
School site is now officially the Boys & Girls Club of Pico 
Rivera. To celebrate this recognition, the City of Pico Rivera 
hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony where city officials and 
community members involved with the Club spoke about the 
achievements of the Boys & Girls Club. We are excited to 
see what comes next for our newest site!

September 17th, 2016
42nd Annual Gala honoring Don Alvarado at the  
Friendly Hills Country Club
January 19th 2017
Boys & Girls Club of Whittier Youth of the Year at the 
Ruth B. Shannon Center
May 1st, 2017
2nd Annual Southern California Club Professional 
Invitational: A Pro/Am benefitting the Boys & Girls Club  
of Whittier, Presented by Triangle Distributing

 The BGCW is very proud to have Mark Perez as our 
2016 Boys & Girls Club of Whittier Youth of the Year.  
Mark has been a member of the Club for only 2 years, 
but the impact that the club has had on him has been 
immeasurable. Mark’s impact on the Club has been 
equally important as well. Mark was selected among four 
very strong nominees; Jayhdel Herrera, Chris Gonzalez, 
and Emanuel Cano. After being chosen to represent 
Whittier, Mark moved on to the Los Angeles County 
Youth of the Year Competition, where he was selected 
as Co-Los Angeles County Youth of the Year.  Mark then 
travelled to Sacramento to compete at the State level. 
He was not selected and returned back to Los Angeles, 
where his work as Youth of the Year began.  Mark has 
spoken on behalf of the Boys & Girls Club numerous 
times. We are happy to report that Mark is working at 
the Main Clubhouse as a program leader this summer 
before departing for Northern California, where he will be 
attending Humboldt State University.
 The Youth of the Year program is the Boys & Girls Club 
of Whittier’s premiere recognition program for its young 
members.  Members are recognized for their commitment 
to Boys & Girls Club programs, academic achievement, 
good character and citizenship as well as healthy lifestyles.

INTRODUCING THE BOyS & GIRLS 
CLUB OF PICO RIvERA

 On September 15th of 2015, the Boys & Girls Club 
of Whittier held its 41st annual Gala at the Friendly Hills 
Country Club.  The Lee Owens Award recipient was Allan 
Young of the Pacific Youth Foundation.  Allan has been a 
passionate supporter of Boys & Girls Clubs, especially the 
Boys & Girls Club of Whittier.  As a special surprise, Jim 
Clark, the CEO of Boys & Girls Clubs of America came 
to personally congratulate Allan.  The theme of the Gala 
was Rock and Rollin’ through the 50s.  Guests arrived in 
letterman jackets, poodle skirts and outrageous up-dos. 
Everyone had a wonderful time and the event was a great 
success.  We can’t wait for next year’s Gala!  

41ST ANNUAL GALA

yOUTH OF THE yEAR

SAvE THE DATES



 This summer, 38 middle school members 
were selected to attend a four-day camp 
hosted by Rio Hondo College.  The camp 
featured facility tours, enrichment activities 
hosted by Rio Hondo Faculty, as well as 
Sports activities every day hosted by the Rio 
Hondo athletics department.  Some highlights 
included a chemistry demonstration where 
members saw phosphorous set ablaze and 
then made ice cream from scratch, a soccer 
mini-camp with the entire men’s soccer 
team leading the drills, and a big send off 
celebration in the pool with cake and a visit 
from Rex the Roadrunner mascot.  The 
event was a big success and we are very 
excited to partner with Rio Hondo again for 
future camps. 

WHITTIER HOST LIONS – The Whittier Host Lions Club has 
been an incredibly generous supporter of our music program.  Our 
music room has many keyboards, guitars, drums of all varieties thanks 
to their efforts. The Lions are also personally involved in volunteering, 
with Lions hosting hiking field trips and helping out at numerous events 
throughout the year. 
THE WHOLE CHILD – Through our partnership with the Whole 
Child, members of the Boys & Girls Club have access to wrap-around 
family services. The BGCW can provide referrals to the Whole Child 
for family counseling to members that need support.
WHITTIER COLLEGE – Each year our summer programs feature 
a gardening program and a human rights education program for teens 
thanks to our great partnership with Whittier College. The gardening 
program teaches members in three different age groups about healthy 
vegetables and urban farming, members went to the Uptown Farmer’s 
Market and spoke to food producers about their produce. The Amy 
Biehl Foundation Program is an 8 week human rights course taught by 
Whittier College staff.   Teens learn important lessons regarding civil 
rights, women’s issues, and other social and political issues.
FOOD BANKS – Feeding over 500 members a healthy snack every 
day is no easy task.  Thanks to partnerships with the Los Angeles 
Regional Food Bank and Empowered For Life, the BGCW makes 
that happen. Both of our food partners are committed to healthy 
lifestyles and provide us with healthy snacks featuring fresh fruits and 
vegetables. In the summer program, we also serve over 200 members 
a hot lunch as well.
BEST OF THE BEST – 
Thank you to all who voted 
this year in the Whittier 
Chamber of Commerce Best 
of the Best competition. For 
the second year in a row, the 
Boys & Girls Club of Whittier 
has been chosen as the 
Best Non-profit organization  
in Whittier.

COMMUNITy PARTNERSHIPS

 This year marked the inaugural Southern 
California Club Professional Invitational: a Pro Am 
Benefitting the Boys & Girls Club of Whittier presented 
by Triangle Distributing. 150 golfers descended on 
the beautiful Friendly Hills Country Club on May 

2nd to compete for the prize. After 
the tournament, over 200 golfers and 
guests joined us for a silent auction 
and dinner. Legendary Dodger pitcher 
Fernando Valenzuela served as the 
celebrity chair and was in attendance, 
and each guest that sponsored a child 
for a year received an autographed 
baseball from El Toro himself.

 In August 2015, a very special celebrity 
event happened at the Boys & Girls Club of 
Whittier. In partnership with Datum Clothing 
and Dub Magazine, Toyota Motor Sales 
had a custom designed RAV4 revealed 
inside our gym, and Los Angeles Clippers 
star DeAndre Jordan was there too!  Our 
members got to see the car up close and 
got plenty of great giveaways courtesy of 
Toyota and Datum Clothing.  DeAndre spoke 
to all of our members before raffling off a 
signed basketball, a signed pair of shoes 
and a signed jersey. In a grand finale, Toyota 
presented the Boys & Girls Club of Whittier 
with a check for $75,000 in order to renovate 
our gym!  This was a spectacular once in a 
lifetime event.

TOyOTA/DATUM/
DUB AUTO EvENT

CAMP RIO

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
CLUB PROFESSIONAL
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 Jim Clark, the Chief Executive Officer of Boys 
& Girls Clubs of America, has declared that 2016 
is the ‘Year of the Teen’. Teen participation in Club 
programs has seen a decline across all Boys & 
Girls Clubs in America, this group of young people 
are facing difficult life decisions and are in need 
of supportive adult relationships, relationships 
that can be found at the Boys & Girls Club. At 
the BGCW we have already begun to adjust our 
program focus for teens.  The Club will be open 
later for teen members and sports leagues, dance 
classes, digital art classes and a culinary program 
has already been implemented.

 It has been an honor and 
privilege to be the Executive 
Director of the Boys & Girls Club of 
Whittier for these past two years. 
I am looking forward to the new 
opportunities and possibilities in 
the year to come for all of us at 
the Club. We have some exciting 
plans for expanding our capacity to 

serve more of the youth in our community. With your 
help we will continue to provide our members with the 
tools they need to graduate high school with a plan 
for the future while ensuring that the Club continues 
to be a safe place to learn and grow for all youth.
 If you would like to join us on our mission, the 
Boys & Girls Club of Whittier can transform your time, 
expertise, or financial contribution into a positive 
impact for our community and our future.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR 
ExECUTIvE DIRECTOR

PLANS FOR 2017


