
To: Mayor Jim Watson 

RE: Blackburn Hamlet Preschool Termination of Lease 

Dear Mayor Watson, 

This letter is in response to recent notice from the City of Ottawa regarding the termination of lease for 
the Blackburn Hamlet Preschool (BHPS). We would like to take this opportunity to bring to your 
attention the current state of discussions with the City and clarify that the BHPS is requesting from the 
City an extension of one to two years on its current leased premise. 

Since 1971 the BHPS has offered early learning opportunities for preschool aged children in the 
community of Blackburn Hamlet. It has operated out of the same location for over 40 years and 
acknowledges that the current building is coming to the end of its useful life. Former Innes ward 
Councillor Rainer Bloess engaged in discussions with the City of Ottawa regarding long term planning for 
the future of the preschool and the options available to keep this community institution alive. 
Unfortunately, when the newly elected Councillor Jody Mitic took office, the transition of information 
did not occur and the result has been an unfair notice to the BHPS to vacate its location within a very 
short period of time. 

The preschool would like to clarify the following inaccuracies: 

• The BHPS is licenced by the Ministry annually, has passed all Health and Safety and annual Fire 
Inspection requirements. There is no immediate danger with regards to building safety to staff, 
students or community members. 

• The building inspection completed by the City differs in its assessment of the problems with the 
premise as compared to the independent inspection reports commissioned by the preschool in 
2009 and 2014. We have attached a copy of the reports commissioned by the Preschool. 

• Discussions with the City on a new lease agreement were agreed to in 2011 with the main issues 
being the cost of rent and the BHPS paying fair market value. However, despite many follow up 
attempts by BHPS, the City did not provide a final contract to the BHPS. 

• The BHPS was given 4 months' notice to vacate its current premise and find a new location -
without any prior indication of the City's intentions. Given the February notification the 
preschool was given less than 2 months to meet the April 1'^ deadline for applications to license 
a new location for September enrollment. 

In the past the City has been very supportive of the preschool, by providing our current 
accommodations at a low cost so we were able to deliver a high value service to the community. 
Unfortunately, the approach the City took with regards to choosing not to renew our lease and the time 
frames they gave the preschool to plan and respond were not at all conducive to allowing the preschool 
to continue operations. 

The BHPS is requesting a one to two year extension to remain in its existing location. The BHPS will 
ensure that any health and safety concerns are addressed and will fund any immediate repairs 
necessary. 



We are encouraged by Councillor Mitic's recent show of support by nneeting with members of our Board 
of Directors to discuss a fair and reasonable approach to the preschool's future. Councillor Mitic has 
proposed a two year extension to our lease provided that the preschool's structure is safe for those who 
use it. As parents of the children who attend the preschool, we obviously have no issue with ensuring 
our children's safety. We believe our members and the community will also be supportive of this 
approach and look forward to working with Councillor Mitic and city officials to make this plan a reality 
in short order. 

We know the importance of education and know how it is vital to start our young children on the path 
to lifelong learning within their own community which is why the community, the BHPS board, BHPS 
teachers and concerned city of Ottawa residents are rallying to save this institution- in less than 48 
hours almost 100 people have stepped forward to offer support and help. 

The BHPS is asking Mayor Watson to support Councillor Mitic in his efforts to help us work with the City 
to find a solution that allows this organization time to plan its long term future. This is a very time 
sensitive issue and we look forward to the opportunity to discuss this further as soon as possible. 

Krista McAlisteron behalf of 
The Blackburn Hamlet Preschool Board of Directors 
Attachment 

Cc: Rainer Bloess 
Councillor Jody Mitic 
Councillor Bob Monette 
Councillor Tim Tierney 
Serge Arpin 
BHPS Board 

Sincerely, 


