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Seeds for Action (Orbis 2016). She is also author of The Paradox of 
Christian Sacrifice: The Loss of Self, the Gift of Self (Herder and 
Herder, 2007). As an advocate for an interdisciplinary energy ethic 
within Catholic and interfaith circles, Dr. Lothes is lead author of 
the co-authored “Catholic Moral Traditions and Energy Ethics for 
the Twenty-First Century,” Journal of Moral Theology and other 
peer-reviewed energy ethics essays. Accessible summaries are 
available at https://catholicenergyethics21century.wordpress.com/
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dimensions of fossil fuel divestment within the Catholic community 
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and the Global Catholic Climate Movement. Dr. Lothes holds a 
Ph.D. in systematic Theology from Fordham University, a  
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Faith and spiritual communities around the world commit themselves 
to protecting life and celebrating the good gifts of the natural world, 
the resources of earth that sustain all peoples. Religious festivals and 

spiritual values express gratitude for the earth’s abundance and teach the 
wise use of all resources. Every day the sun rises and sets over communities 
and cultures whose diversity of traditions echo the great diversity of the 
world’s ecosystems. Yet in our day the impacts of climate change are now 
affecting the wellbeing of all, though, as always, the poor are suffering first 
and worst. Already, vulnerable communities are experiencing dramatic food 
insecurity, decreased access to clean water, and the de-stabilization of their 
traditional livelihoods. Many have lost their homes to storm impacts and 
rising sea levels. But while the poor are already suffering, advanced 
economies are not exempt from the impacts, as costly payments are already 
being made to relocate families and businesses must invest in climate 
adaptation, even in the world’s most super developed societies.

Is this our fate? With a growing passion and commitment, the world’s 
faith communities reject this conclusion. Inspired by the desire to relieve 
present suffering and to protect a future flourishing planet, instead they 
point to a new horizon in moral teaching. Committed to living their sacred 
values in new times, the world’s faith communities are increasingly bringing 
the light of their wisdom to articulate energy ethics. Energy decisions are not 
solely technological, economic, and political decisions. Energy decisions are 
ethical decisions, because the energy policies that structure our societies 
profoundly impact all other persons and living communities, through the 
globalized web of relationships that is the modern world. 

This collection brings together the voices of faith leaders from the world’s 
major religious traditions. In these essays, their traditional values, ancient 
wisdom, particular moral teachings, and spiritual insights are brought to 
bear on the critical question of energy ethics. How we must transform our 
social and economic structures to avoid the devastation of climate change 
and to create fair access to clean, sustainable energy available for all persons? 
What values in our shared humanity can inspire every person’s conversion 
to new ways of life, and commitment to radical action?

As energy is an essential resource that is critical to all dimensions of life, 
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a momentous shift must occur in our social awareness regarding the moral 
dimensions of energy supply and production. Even more urgently, a shift 
must occur in the pace and scale of change in our collective action to invest in 
and build renewable energy systems. Energy must be viewed as an ethical 
question that calls for a moral response from everyone. The global impacts 
are already evident, and responding to the climate crisis with immediate, 
dramatic, globally scaled, and currently available renewable technologies is a 
moral obligation. Our authors, from many faith traditions and regions of the 
world, here express their visions of those obligations for a new day. 

Committed to living their sacred values in 
new times, the world’s faith communities 
are increasingly bringing the light of their 
wisdom to articulate energy ethics. 

Fr. Edward Osang Obi, OBI, documents the inequitable and polluting 
investments in Nigerian oil infrastructure that exacerbate the extremes of 
energy affluence in the global North and dire energy poverty in the global 
South, and obstruct the development of clean, renewable and accessible 
energy. Instead of the reckless wasting of gas flaring, creational solidarity 
calls people to support God’s providential plan of providing for all persons 
with the gifts of the earth. 

David R. Loy awakens our consciousness to the reality of social dukkha: 
suffering that is caused by institutional structures. Climate change is the 
ultimate example of this suffering perpetuated by a global fossil fuel power 
system resistant to ordinary advocacy: Loy calls for divestment as the 
necessary response. Pausa Kaio Thompson witnesses to the pleas of a sinking 
Oceania, sharing their prayers for a worldwide response of faith and 
conversion to the way of living that will sustain our earth. 

Luis Aránguiz Kahn advances a development in Latin American 
Pentecostalism theology through the dialogue of Pentecostal origins and 
contemporary social conditions. His call for “ecological political holiness” 
invites Pentecostals to acknowledge their power in the Spirit and strong 
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presence in society to call for the end of environmental exploitation, clean 
energy investments, and access for the millions who lack adequate energy. 
Providing an important commentary, Rev. Oscar Corvalan-Vasquez, Ph.D., 
further analyzes the concrete situation of energy in Chile in relation to 
Pentecostal theology and community life.

Rabbi Yonatan Neril and Daniel Weber clearly state the religious and 
ethical challenge that energy poses in an age when scientist have confirmed 
the impacts of an intensifying global warming. As Sabbath wisdom teaches 
humanity to moderate its mastery of the world, today’s Jewish communities 
must advocate for wise energy policies, and seek 100% renewable energy in 
their sanctuaries.

Beata Tsosie-Pena implores all to recover the reverence for mother 
earth that inspires care for all our relatives with thankful concern, and 
preserves the earth and the waters that give life.

Paulette Laurent Caire urges that the UN sustainable development 
goals be met through cooperative energy development solutions that have 
social impact, include indigenous communities as co-investors, and ensure 
an energy transition is fair, democratic, and preserves ancestral values of 
conservation and community.

Mat McDermott’s ecological interpretation of Hindu ethics shows how 
profiting from fossil fuels contributes to great harm, thus contradicting the 
principles of ahimsa and asteya, which support the conditions for well-being 
for all living beings. Free choice, despite the constraints of past choices and 
entrenched power structures, must accept that our consumption has limits 
and that, as a result, most fossil reserves must be left in the ground.

Recalling that God’s first commandment is that we be earthkeepers, 
Ncumisa Ukeweva Magadla highlights creation ministry as one of the 
marks of mission for the Anglican Church. The witness of the Anglican 
Church of Southern Africa’s divestment from fossil fuels calls all religious 
communities to pressure national governments to rapidly transition away 
from fossil fuels. She affirms that such investments are not investments in 
our well-being, and do not better our children, but rob from their futures. 

Rev. Hidehito Okochi opposes the myth that Japan lacks natural resources 
to supply its energy needs through his experience as a socially engaged 
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Buddhist priest. His response to consumerist lifestyles and globalized 
environmental and economic exploitation is a present-day vision of pure 
land Buddhism that empowers the marginalized to create eco-communities.

Rev. Claudio de Oliveira Ribeiro’s pastoral reflections on ecological 
spirituality connect powerfully with a critique of societies marked by 
individualism, exclusion, and conflict. Out of concern for the concrete 
implications of climate change for poor people and families, ecumenical 
and ecological coalitions need to monitor governments in the transition to 
100% renewable energy, and increase their policy ambitions beyond their 
commitments in the Paris Agreement.

Pankaj Jain reveals the massive levels of hidden emissions from the meat 
industry, and urges vegetarians and all others to call for transparent, 
governmental-level documentation of all emissions, to promote policies the 
counter the deadly air pollution choking cities worldwide, and invites and 
invites all to embrace the Dharma of sustainable, simple lifestyles. 

As energy is an essential resource 
that is critical to all dimensions of life, 
a momentous shift must occur in our 
social awareness regarding the moral 
dimensions of energy supply and 
production. 

All the authors from these diverse religious traditions perceive energy 
decisions as a means of advocating for the poor, protecting vulnerable 
communities, caring for God’s creation, and moving toward a sustainable 
and healthy society.

In certain ways, looking at energy decisions as ethical decisions is new. 
But its relative novelty does not in any way reduce its urgency. Indeed many 
have watched the storms brewing for a long time. Some have striven through 
their personal life decisions, advocacy, and community leadership to light a 
new way. Others - particularly the fossil fuel industry and the elected 
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officials and scholars whose careers it has substantially bankrolled - have 
already given many years and major resources to misinformation, obstruction, 
and resistance, to protect the fossil fuel infrastructure and their vested interest 
in it. 

In response, religious and spiritual leaders are calling for climate action! 
Many religious, spiritual, and environmental leaders gathered for COP 22 
in Morocco affirm these necessary policy actions, as stated in the Interfaith 
Statement on Climate Change, calling for:

n States to rapidly increase pledges to reduce emissions, in line with the 
1.5°C goal; 

n A collective shift by sovereign wealth funds and public sector pension 
funds away from fossil fuels into renewables and other climate solutions; 

n An increase in global financial flows to end energy poverty with 
renewable energy and to provide for greater human and ecological 
adaptation, particularly to compensate for loss and damage, technology 
transfer and capacity building; 

n Ensuring that commitments related to human rights are upheld 
effectively, including the rights of indigenous peoples, gender equality, a 
just transition, food security, intergenerational equity and the integrity of 
all ecosystems; 

n Stricter controls on the dispute mechanisms within trade agreements 
that utilize extrajudicial tribunals to challenge government policies; 

n Within our own faith communities, for more commitments to divest 
-invest from fossil fuels into renewable energy and targeted engagement 
with companies on climate change; grounding this work in pursuing a 
just transition to renewable energy.1 

We cannot deny the moral nature of our decisions in the energy sphere. 
It is increasingly impossible to cite ignorance of our implication in the 
structures from which we benefit, and which we perpetuate, or to protest a 

1  Interfaith Statement on Climate Change
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lack of viable options. Efforts such as the UN’s Sustainable Energy For All 
initiative, Akon Lighting Africa, and many others advance solutions, 
strategies, technologies, and capacity in multiple sectors globally. A moral 
response is obligatory by all ethical standards because there is no community 
which permits a person or group to persist in harming others by their 
actions, without warning, censure, or restriction. In the contemporary 
reality of moral globalization, all are increasingly recognized as responsible 
for the harm that is caused by their participation in social structures. Moral 
communities do not authorize harm to others or to the future, and they 
positively call upon us to choose life, in all of their voices, traditions, and 
profound expressions of insight. The essays are intended to offer a light for 
the path forward, and inspire our common resolve to take strong action to 
build a new energy future.



“Each and every one of us 
must act on the reality of 
the climate crisis, so that 

the damage we inflict upon 
our sacred Earth ceases and 
the ecosystems on which all 

life depends can heal.”
COP22 INTERFAITH STATEMENT
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