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did things together and had the same friends.”
It was then back to Othello so they could be 

closer to their parents. Rolando got hired at the 
state Department of Transportation and Faith 
went to work as a hairdresser, eventually buying 
the shop from Sharon Erickson. 

As a boy, Rolando originally moved with his 
family to Othello in 1959 from Mabton and Faith 
came to town at age 3. They both started kinder-
garten in the Othello School District. They were 
two years apart in high school.

“Othello is our home,” Rolando said.
Because of that, they have been involved 

in programs that are dear to them, including 
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes and their 
church. Faith is the chair for the Housing Au-
thority Council. Rolando served 10 years on 
the school board, as well as sat on the Adams 
County Development Council and the Building 
and Planning Commission. They both feel it’s 
important to give back to the community.

One of the most important ways they did that 
was to be involved with the schools for their 
children. Rolando helped put the Grid Kids pro-
gram together and coached for eight years. Faith 
volunteered in classrooms.

The Cerrillos have three children. Their 
daughter Ashley is married to Gabriel Garza 
and they have two boys Josiah and Jonah. Faith 
and Rolando also have two sons Daniel and Jer-
emy. All their children have good jobs and are 
involved in FCA.

In fact, they are obviously very proud of their 
children.

“We’ve been blessed,” Rolando said. “All their 
friends were welcome at our home.”

Faith agrees.
“We never had any trouble with them,” she 

said.
They both said their dedication to Jesus is 

what gives them a solid foundation for their re-
lationship.

“I can’t say we haven’t had struggles, but our 
faith keeps us together,” Faith said. “Our motto 
was always divorce isn’t an option.”

Along with that is the fact they like to do the 
same things as a couple and as a family.

“And she laughs at my jokes,” Rolando said. 
“Even when they’re not funny.”

The Cerrillos do, indeed, love their hometown 
and have no regrets about living in Othello and 
raising their children here. Rolando said it’s been 
good for them that they returned.

“It’s been a great place to raise our kids,” Faith 
said.

The couple has some advice for young people 
who are considering a lifetime relationship.

“Life happens and every day isn’t going to be 
easy and carefree,” Rolando said. “When you 
have struggles, you need to face them together 
and grow that way.”

And Faith recommends keeping the lines of 
communication open and doing it all together.

“Money isn’t everything, but family is,” Ro-
lando said. “You have to keep the same focus.”

Another key is being supportive of each other, 
especially when your partner is striving to im-
prove.

“That’s always a struggle and causes tension,” 
Roland said. “It’s just going through a process.”

By Cameron Livermore

reporter
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  Othello Mayor Shawn Logan 
endorsed Republican candi-
date for governor Bill Bryant 
after Bryant stopped by the 
Outlook’s office last Thursday, 
Feb. 4, to talk politics and poli-
cies. 

The two discussed industry 
in Othello and Logan’s vision 
for attracting new business be-
fore Logan explained his rea-
soning for endorsing Bryant. 

“Education is a real top pri-
ority,” Logan said. 

“The top priority,” Bryant 
added.

Bryant then shared his plans 
for reforming Washington state 
educational policy, one of the 
key issues he is campaigning 
on.  Bryant is dissatisfied with 
Gov. Jay Inslee’s handling of 
Washington state education 
policy, saying Inslee had failed 
to make fully funding basic 
education as mandated by the 
McCleary decision a real prior-
ity. 

“The paramount responsibil-
ity of the state is to amply fund 
education and he continues to 
kick the can down the road,” 
Bryant said. “We need to fully 
fund education first. It is the 
primary, paramount responsi-
bility and that means the first 
dibs on state revenue go to edu-
cation.” 

For Bryant, fully funding 
education first would mean set-

ting new priorities for legisla-
tors in Olympia and zero-base 
budgeting, which he said had 
not been practiced in decades. 

But before the state is able 
to fully fund education, Bry-
ant said the state needed more 
data about current educational 
expenditures.  

“We know how much the 
state is spending on basic edu-
cation,” he said. “What we 
don’t know is how much of the 
local levy money school dis-
tricts are using for basic ed.”

Bryant criticized Inslee 
for vetoing a provision of the 
state’s budget that would have 
directed the state Office of 
the Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction (OSPI) to start 
collecting data about district 
spending on basic education. 
Inslee has said he vetoed the 
provision because the legisla-
ture had not specified a source 
for the $500,000 required to 
begin collecting data per the 
provision. 

Bryant said funding is just 
one problem with the state of 
education in Washington and 
advocated a reform of educa-
tional focus, services and in-
tentions. 

In particular, Bryant pro-
posed reinventing the last two 
years of high school curricu-
lum to prepare students for 
family wage jobs upon gradu-
ation. He advocated teaching 
students trade skills and inte-
grating certifications and other 
credential-earning courses 

into high school curriculum 
and possibly partnering high 
schools with community col-
leges to offer students job-spe-
cific skills training.

He also believes charter 
schools could provide another 
solution for students who are 
not being well-served at some 
public schools, citing a recent 
visit to a charter school in 
Washington he said impressed 
him. 

To address the statewide 
teacher shortage, Bryant advo-
cated a statewide salary scale 
to reduce the disparity between 
teacher’s salaries in urban ar-
eas on the west side of the state 
and small rural districts. 

“The entire focus of the orig-
inal McCleary decision was not 
on how much we’re spending 
on education, but the fact that 
kids who come from school 
districts that have high prop-
erty values and can pass lev-
ies have access to educational 
programs kids in other districts 
don’t and that those (districts) 
can pay their teachers more, so 
they can attract better teach-
ers,” he said. “So we’ve created 
an inequitable system in Wash-
ington state.”

The second McCleary deci-
sion, which dictated cost-of-
living-adjustments and other 
more specific financial expen-
ditures related to teacher com-
pensation, was an overreach of 
the state supreme court, Bryant 
said. 

“That is really getting into 

the legislature’s business,” he 
said. 

Bryant’s proposed salary 
scale would take into account 
differences in costs of living. 
He said he believed his plan 
would attract more teachers to 
rural school districts because 
those smaller districts would 
not have to compete with the 
larger salaries offered by urban 
districts. 

Logan said he remembered 
many teachers moving to 
Othello for its low cost of liv-
ing when Washington did have 
a statewide teacher pay scale. 

“That would attract good 
teachers, coaches and other 
educators to a smaller commu-
nity,” Logan said. 

Washington state currently 
provides a state salary scale for 
allocations from state funding, 
but actual salaries are deter-
mined in local negotiations. 

In addition to reestablish-
ing a state salary scale, Bryant 
proposed allowing teachers 
more flexibility to innovate and 
vary their teaching methods. 
He also said he understood the 
uncertainty new teachers felt 
about their jobs because new 
teachers were often the first to 
go when budgets shrank.

Bryant concluded by stress-
ing the need for a comprehen-
sive evaluation of the state of 
education in Washington.

By Cameron Livermore

reporter

sports@otheLLoutLook.Com

Contractors, agricultural workers and home-
owners around Othello can now find a variety 
of construction equipment for rent right here in 
town at Desert Rentals on Broadway Avenue. 

Greg and Candice Mead opened the construc-
tion equipment rental store last week as an ex-
tension of their rental business in Mattawa. The 
business is part of the Port of Othello’s business 
incubator program.

“We like it here,” Greg said. “We think there’s 
a lot of opportunity for this kind of business in 
the area.”

After owning a construction company on the 
west side of Washington for 20 years, the Meads 
decided to sell their business, move to central 
Washington and get into the equipment rental 
business. Two decades of construction work 
made them familiar with a wide variety of equip-
ment, so the move seemed like a natural one.

“We were looking for a business opportunity 
and we just decided that rental would be good,” 
Greg said. “We knew about equipment obvious-
ly.”

But the Meads also had other reason for head-
ing east. 

“Originally, we spent a lot of time in the Tri-
City area and just kind of fell in love with the 
area,” Greg said. 

Candice said she and Greg enjoyed the sun-
shine, hot summers and small-town communi-
ties of central Washington. They noticed how 
scarce rental construction equipment was in 
some of those smaller communities and saw a 
need they could meet. 

They also said they loved being able to drive 
from town to town without spending hours in 

stop-and-go traffic. 
The Meads were still setting up shop in Othel-

lo last week but said customers could request 
equipment from their Mattawa business, too. 

The Othello expansion of Desert Rentals is the 
product of a year-long plan. As the Meads bring 
more equipment into the Othello location, they 
plan to move their shop to a larger building and 
predict they will need to make that move in the 
near future. 

When not working to maintain and repair 
equipment, expand their business or provide 
rentals to customers, the Meads enjoy visiting 
with their seven grown children. 

They also like to spend time on the Columbia 
River fishing and boating.

“The salmon fishing the last two years has 
been record-setting,” Greg said. 

Coming to Othello from Mattawa means a lot 
of new opportunities for the Meads. 

“To me, it’s fun because there’s more industry 
here and a bigger customer base to call on,” Greg 
said. “It’s just kind of fun.”

Candice and Greg said they had already spo-
ken with customers in the Othello area who were 
excited about being able to rent equipment lo-
cally rather than driving to Moses Lake or Tri-
Cities. 

They also expressed appreciation for the City 
of Othello’s plans and said they wanted to be a 
part of its growth. 

“A year ago when we met with the mayor and 
stuff, they talked about their plans — their fu-
ture plans — and that’s what really attracted us 
to the area,” Candice said. “We liked their plans 
and the fact that they had a plan.”

Republican gubernatorial candidate Bill Bryant receives endorsement from 
Othello Mayor Shawn Logan, shares policy views

stricts the code enforcement officer from doing 
their job from the street.”

City Administrator Wade Farris assured Ev-
erett the city cannot go on property without the 
owner’s permission. In fact, Konkright pointed 
out that the last sentence requires the city to get 
permission.

“Not everyone is going to let us in freely,” 
council member Angel Garza said. “This gives 
us the option to get a warrant – that’s going to 
happen.”

According to Schenck, the code enforcement 
officer will tag any property not permitted and 
the owner will have to comply.

“We aren’t going to come into someone’s 
house without voluntary entry,” he said. “This 
gives us the ability to use the tools we have, such 
as a warrant.”

Schenck said 99 percent of the time, the city 
has the ability to get what they need from the 
street. When the code enforcement officer has a 
difficult case, she takes it to Schenck for discus-
sion and guidance.

“Any new construction has to be done to code 
to be incompliance,” he said. “We are allowing 
construction; we are not allowing any non-com-
pliant building.”

The council chose to adopt the amended ordi-
nance unanimously.

In other business:
*Deena Vietzke was appointed to the city 

planning commission to fill the vacancy follow-
ing the resignation of Colton Anderson.

*Schenck said the parking restrictions on 
Main Street have been changed back to 2 to 5 
p.m., which was the original code for that area. 
The all-day restrictions remain in place from 
November through March to allow for snow re-
moval, if necessary.

*Farris told the council the county has a pro-
gram for new business programs that the city is 
going to adopt. City planner Travis Goddard will 
update the council at the next meeting, which 
takes place Monday, Feb. 22, at 6:30 p.m.
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Republican gubernatorial candidate Bill Bryant shakes hands with Mayor Shawn 
Logan after stopping by the Outlook’s office for an interview last Thursday, Feb. 4.

Greg and Candice Mead open Desert Rentals

Candice and Greg Mead pose with an excavator at their shop on Broadway Avenue.




