September 2, 2020
President Rex Richardson and Regional Council Members
Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Sent via Electronic Mail to all Addressees
RE:

Business Coalition SUPPORT for the Resolution Adopting the Final “Connect SoCal” Plan (SCAG’s
2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy).

Dear President Richardson and Regional Council Members:
On behalf of the business, industry and community organizations subscribing to this letter, we write
today as a Business Coalition to express our support for the adopting resolution under which the Southern
California Association of Governments’ (“SCAG”) Regional Council would approve and implement its final
2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy, titled “Connect SoCal”.
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For years, most of the organizations that have signed onto this letter (hereinafter, our “Coalition”)
have been actively involved in the work of SCAG related to regional transportation planning and, ever since
the enactment of California Senate Bill 375 in 2008, have also been involved in SCAG’s periodic formulation
of its sustainable communities strategies (each an “SCS”). Additionally, many of our Coalition’s members
were actively involved in the formulation and adoption processes for SCAG’s 2012 and 2016 SCSs, and have
also been attentive to and engaged in the process that led to the creation of the final draft 2020 RTP/SCS
(Connect SoCal).
The organizations within our Coalition and their respective memberships care deeply about the
SCAG region, its economy, its communities, and its residents. Many of our members engage in developing
the housing, business properties and infrastructure that are needed to maintain the region as an excellent
place to live and work. Our Coalition includes some of Southern California’s largest business associations,
whose membership includes many of our region’s largest private employers. With that in mind, our
Coalition supports the development of an SCS that recognizes the critical importance of transportation,
infrastructure, housing and land use to economic vitality, job creation and the quality of life for all Southern
Californians. We believe that the final Connect SoCal does this and will lead to the overall betterment of
the SCAG region.
That said, we believe that the final Connect SoCal, which the Regional Council will consider on
September 3rd, has benefitted greatly from the additional time the Council wisely provided for plan review
and improvement prior to its adoption. As you will recall, on May 7th of this year, at the urging of many
constituencies (including our Business Coalition) and supported by SCAG’s Officers and Staff, SCAG’s
Regional Council postponed for 120 days its consideration of whether to adopt Connect SoCal as the
region’s new SCS. As was stated in the resolution that resulted in the postponement, the reasons for the
delay were three-fold:
•

First, the postponement was to afford SCAG’s staff time to determine whether already-entitled
development projects (and the accompanying growth in household, population and
employment) were properly reflected in the SCS projections or had instead been mistakenly
omitted.

•

Second, the postponement resolution tasked SCAG’s staff with undertaking an initial study
concerning the potential effects of the current coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic on SCAG’s
transportation planning and the proposed SCS. Specifically, the goal was to look at some of the
immediate and clear impacts of the pandemic that could be addressed through modest
amendments to Connect SoCal. Likewise, it was understood that as additional pandemic
impacts become clear in the months and years ahead, they would be studied and addressed
either through future amendment to Connect SoCal or be included in greater depth in SCAG’s
2024 RTP/SCS.

•

The third reason for the postponement of the consideration of Connect SoCal as stated in the
Regional Council’s resolution was so that SCAG’s staff could “identify and quantify all
differences within [Connect SoCal] and locally-approved General Plans and quantify the
increase (or decrease) in housing, jobs or population between Connect SoCal and each local
General Plan.” This third item was particularly important for determining if Connect SoCal
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would help facilitate and enable housing production, housing affordability and the upcoming
implementation of the Sixth Cycle RHNA.
During the 120-day postponement, SCAG’s staff worked hard to implement the direction as given
by the Regional Council in May. Likewise, our Coalition undertook a similar effort, and worked diligently –
both with SCAG’s staff and on our own – to examine the specific areas of investigation which were
identified by the Regional Council. Specifically, first, we worked to identify and have SCAG take into
account existing entitlements that were omitted when projections of household, population and
employment growth were calculated in connection with Connect SoCal. We believe this issue has now
been resolved effectively in the final Connect SoCal Plan. Second, we worked to compare such Connect
SoCal growth projections to local jurisdictions’ General Plans throughout the region, assuming the latter’s
full realization. This is an important issue addressed in the recently posted adoption resolution in
connection with the final Connect SoCal (the “Adoption Resolution”). Lastly, we recognize that SCAG’s and
all stakeholders’ attention to COVID-19 recovery will be a long-lasting endeavor – one that must largely
await the pandemic’s end and will require entirely new thinking on many fronts.
Having thus considered Connect SoCal and the Adoption Resolution, we write to support their
approval. We do so particularly in light of the additional clarity and qualification that is provided in the
Adoption Resolution. Specifically, we strongly support the Adoption Resolution as it was posted and is
proposed – given the clarification of both the intent and the effect of Connect SoCal which it sets forth.
The Adoption Resolution makes plain that Connect SoCal cannot be regarded as a granular-level
prescription for land use development at an intra-jurisdictional level. We welcome this clarification. It is
consistent with our Coalition’s long-stated view that a periodic SCS should not prejudice local governments
when they act to fulfill their respective visions of growth within their boundaries. As the Adoption
Resolution explains, the maintenance of local governments’ prerogatives is needed, especially now, as
SCAG finalizes the Sixth Cycle Regional Housing Needs Assessment (“RHNA”) process. The pending RHNA
process will require many local governments to make major changes in their respective General Plan
Housing Elements in order to create opportunities for the construction of hundreds of thousands more
housing units. It is therefore essential that Connect SoCal not be viewed as handcuffing local governments
when they act to cope with such massive new RHNA obligations, or when they approve desperately needed
housing production within their respective jurisdictions.
Even though we support the Adoption Resolution and adoption of Connect SoCal, we do so while
reserving serious concerns about California’s legal and regulatory impediments to sound land use planning
and development. We have repeatedly expressed such concerns in recent years and in many venues,
including in Sacramento. Simply put, our persistent concerns relate to what we see as an irreconcilable
conflict between (i) current regulatory policy in California, and (ii) the unprecedented need to foster large
increases in housing production. Specifically, there are, on the one hand, growing regulatory imperatives to
curtail sharply individual mobility (i.e., vehicle miles traveled exactions) and reject organic land use growth,
all in favor of directing growth almost exclusively toward urban transit centers. On the other hand, there is
an undeniable need to accelerate housing production toward many times over its current rate, which can
be realized only by facilitating more organic land use planning and growth. Such organic planning and
growth requires planning policies that allow for flexibility, adaptation, and local governments to put
housing where it is wanted, needed, and can be built affordably and at a high enough volume. This is what
is necessary, and yet our state seems intent on focusing more and more growth into a smaller and smaller
footprint which in most cases makes it unaffordable, limited in quantity, and subject to severe NIMBY
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opposition. We are pleased that Connect SoCal works to preserve as much local control and flexibility as
possible.
We therefore look forward to working with SCAG’s able staff to better illuminate and address our
region’s planning challenges. In particular, we look forward to working with SCAG, local governments and
other stakeholders to continue to improve the regional planning process, so that by the 2024 planning
cycle, we see greater convergence and consistency between our regional planning vision and local General
Plans. We also look forward to working with SCAG forthwith to assure that housing production in our
region moves forward strongly, both under this SCS and through the upcoming RHNA implementation.
Ultimately, we need to develop new approaches and solutions that will quickly result in much higher
housing production so that our underserved populations can be housed not just decently, but also in
desirable and equitable communities.
Our Coalition also appreciates SCAG’s newly sharpened focus on social justice under the leadership
of its President Rex Richardson. All hands must be on deck as we all work toward solutions at this crucial
moment in history. With that in mind, our Coalition looks forward to participating in this effort and
bringing our knowledge and perspective into these discussions. We will do so with the aim of helping to
uplift our Southern California region to its best possible future for all of its communities and its people.
We wish to applaud SCAG, its leaders, its staff, its consultants and the Regional Council on a
herculean and well-done effort in producing the final Connect SoCal plan. We recognize the daunting
regulatory and administrative challenges that are inherent in producing an effective RTP/SCS under the SB
375 process, and how the circumstances this year made that challenge even greater. However, SCAG’s staff
and leaders rose to the occasion; and we particularly applaud their responsiveness and hard work over the
last 120 days to re-evaluate and improve Connect SoCal based on a careful, new review of the information
against a rapidly changing backdrop. The final Connect SoCal is a better plan because of this, which means
that over the life of this plan, the Region will benefit greatly from the 120-day postponement that the
Regional Council so wisely implemented back in May.
Our Coalition again wishes to express our support for the final Connect SoCal plan and the Adoption
Resolution that will be up for approval during the September 3, 2020 SCAG Regional Council meeting. We
look forward to working with SCAG and its staff over the months and years ahead to ensure that Connect
SoCal is appropriately implemented and that we have a viable regional land use, housing and transportation
strategy for Southern California – one that leads to increases in housing production, environmental
benefits, job creation and economic opportunity for all Southern Californians.
Sincerely,

Richard Lambros, Managing Director
Southern California Leadership Council

Tracy Hernandez, Chief Executive Officer
Los Angeles County Business Federation (BizFed)
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Jeff Montejano, Chief Executive Officer
Building Industry Association of Southern
California (BIASC)

Lucy Dunn, President & CEO
Orange County Business Council (OCBC)

Paul Granillo, President & CEO
Inland Empire Economic Partnership (IEEP)

John Hakel, Executive Director
Southern California Partnership for Jobs

Maria Salinas, President & CEO
Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce

Robert C. Lapsley, President
California Business Roundtable (CBRT)

Dan Dunmoyer, President & CEO
California Building Industry Association (CBIA)

Bill Allen, Chief Executive Officer
Los Angeles Economic Development Corporation
(LAEDC)
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Holly Schroeder, President & CEO
Santa Clarita Valley Economic Development
Corporation

William R. Manis, President & CEO
San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership

Reuben D. Franco, President & CEO
Orange County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Jeremy Harris, Senior Vice President
Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce

Denise Cooper
Peter Herzog, Assistant Director of Legislative
Affairs
NAIOP SoCal

Denise Cooper, President
Southern California Contractors Association

Ray Baca, Executive Director
Engineering Contractors’ Association (ECA)

Mike Lewis, Senior Vice President
Construction Industry Air Quality Coalition (CIAQC)
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David L. Elliott, President/CEO
Santa Ana Chamber of Commerce

Donna Duperron

M.C. Townsend

M.C. Townsend, President
Regional Black Chamber of Commerce San Fernando
Valley

Donna Duperron, President & CEO
Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce

Theresa Harvey, President & CEO
North Orange County Chamber

Joshua Bonner, CEO
The Greater Coachella Valley Chamber of
Commerce

Peggi Hazlett, CEO
Greater Ontario Business Council

Heidi Gallegos, President & CEO
Brea Chamber

Peggy Robertson, Vice Chair Public Affairs
Upland Chamber of Commerce

CC: SCAG Executive Staff

