PART 1 - HOLY MEN WROTE GOD’S WORD
GOD INSPIRED
FOCUS

TODAY’S TIP

To understand what “God
inspired” means and why we
can be sure of the Bible’s
accuracy.

Before students arrive walk around
your classroom and pray for each child
by name.

SUPPLIES NEEDED





White sheets of paper
Colored construction paper
Black & colored markers
Paper punch & fasteners

1 WELCOME & SINGING







Welcome guests & take attendance.
Ask questions about their week.
Lead group in a chorus or two.
Take prayer requests and pray.
Announce subject of today’s lesson.
Hand out worksheets.

2 DEVOTIONAL
Today, we are going to think about what it means that the Bible is inspired by God. For our devotional we’re going
to read Psalms 19:7–11 and think about what these words are really saying. Have everyone turn to Psalms 19.

Have five students each read one verse aloud.

When we think of the law, we often think of something that keeps us from having fun. But here we see just the
opposite. What words can you find that describe God’s law? The law revives us, makes us wise, gives joy to our

hearts, gives light to the eyes, warns us, and rewards us.

Because God’s Word is ‘inspired,’ God-given or God-breathed, His laws are guidelines and lights for our path, rather
than chains for our hands and feet. They point at danger and warn us, then point at success and guide us. This is
because the One who made us is the One who also wrote the rules that guide our lives. Who else could know better than our Maker what we need to live a full and happy life!

PRAYER: We can be so thankful that God didn’t leave us here on earth without guidelines for living. The Bible is
like an “Operator’s Manual” for our lives. We are so lost without it! Have students pray prayers of thanksgiving for
the inspired Word of God that we have to guide our lives. You close the prayer.

3 MEMORY VERSE
The Lord does not delay his promise, as some understand delay,
but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance.

2 Peter 3:9
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4 STUDENT LESSON
The word “inspiration” comes from 2 Timothy 3:16, using the Christian Standard Bible: “All scripture is inspired
by God.“ The words “inspired by God” can also be translated as “God–given” or “God-breathed” (NIV). This means
that although the Bible was written by men, its real author or writer was God Himself. It was God who “moved” or
“put it in the hearts of the prophets” to write His Word. And it is God who backs up what the writers wrote. The
help which God gave to the writers made their writings “inspired.” That is why these writings are reliable and
“useful for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting and training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).
“Inspiration” does not mean that the writers knew as much as God, or did not have human limitations like we have.
It just means that what they wrote was exactly what God wanted written. He helped them to write correctly.
Many times over the years, people have tried to prove that the Bible is not correct. One subject in which they have
tried to prove the Bible incorrect is that Jesus has not kept His promise to come again. We know that the early
church expected His return at any time, but now, after over two thousand years, Jesus still has not returned. However, we need to consider today’s verse, which says that the Lord is not slow in keeping His promise of His second
coming. God may have seemed slow to the early believers as they faced persecution every day and longed to be
delivered. But God is not slow; He just is not on our human timetable, as last week’s memory verse states: “With
the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.” Jesus is waiting to return so
that more sinners will yet repent and turn to Him. So, we should live each day realizing that time is short and that
we have important work to do.
Every time when the whole Bible is taken into consideration, we find that everything fits together perfectly. The
writers never made mistakes because they knew what God was telling them. Yes, “All scripture is inspired by God.”
The Bible really has just One Author!

5 QUESTIONS
Answer the following questions with either “True” or “False.”
1.

The words, “given by inspiration of God” mean “God-given” or “God –breathed.” TRUE

2.

The real Author (or writer) of the Bible was God. TRUE

3.

The men who wrote the Bible knew as much as God. FALSE

4.

The men who wrote the Bible did not have human limitations. FALSE

5.

God helped the men who wrote the Bible write exactly what He wanted. TRUE

Fill in the blanks in the statements below.
1.

There have always been people who have tried to prove that the Bible is not correct.

2.

After more than two thousand years, Jesus has not yet returned.

3.

God is not slow to keep His promise; He just is not on our human timetable.

4.

The reason Jesus is waiting to return is so that more sinners will repent.

5.

When the whole Bible is considered, we find that all its teachings fit together perfectly.

Personal Question: The people who wrote the Bible were ordinary Believers like you and me
who simply obeyed God and wrote what he told them to.
Do you think that we have to understand how everything will work out
BEFORE obeying what God has asked us to do? Explain.

There are no wrong answers to personal questions.
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6 ACTIVITY-Operator’s Manual
Before class, prepare small sheets of writing paper for each student to use for his or her small book. Take regular
writing paper and cut it into half both ways and you will have 4 sheets. Make enough small papers for each student
to have seven of them. Also, prepare front and back covers that are the same size from colored craft or construction paper. Students should use regular black or colored markers for this project.
In the verses from Psalm 19 that were read earlier, there are a number of words used that have about the same
meaning as the word “law.” There are six of these words which are found in verses 7, 8, & 9. Have students find
these six words and you write them on the chalk board. They are Law, Statutes, Precepts, Commands, Ordinances,
and Fear; this one has a bit different meaning = a reverent awe and respect toward God.
Near the top of each page write “GOD’S LAW, or GOD’S STATUTES, or GOD’S PRECEPTS,” etc., for each of the six
words. In the middle of the page, write what that word is. For example, verse 7 says that God’s law “IS PERFECT,” and that God’s statutes “ARE TRUSTWORTHY.” Keep on going until you have done all six pages.
Near the BOTTOM of the first paper, write the words, “What it Does: REVIVES THE SOUL.” On the second page,
write the words, “What They Do: MAKE SIMPLE PEOPLE WISE.” Keep on going until all six pages are complete.
For the “ordinances” of the Lord, the usual pattern is different. GOD’S ORDINANCES ARE SURE AND COMPLETELY
RIGHTEOUS. At the bottom of the paper, instead of “What They Do”, students should write the words: “What They
Are, “MORE PRECIOUS THAN GOLD AND SWEETER THAN HONEY.” On page seven, students should write: “GOD’S
LAWS WARN US, AND WE ARE REWARDED WHEN WE OBEY THEM.”
On the front cover for the books, students should write the words, “OPERATOR’S MANUAL.” After books are assembled, with a paper punch, punch one hole near the upper left side and one hole near the lower left side. Use
either paper fasteners to hold the book together. If time permits, students may decorate their book covers using
markers.

Front cover sample

GOD’S LAW:
IS PERFECT

Page 1 sample

What it Does:

REVIVES THE SOUL
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