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Dear Ambassador: 

 

 On October 17, 2019, Dr. Ahmed Shaheed, Special Rapporteur on Freedom of 

Religion or Belief, is scheduled to present his landmark report on antisemitism. This 

offers an opportunity for Canada, in its statement, to exert leadership in confronting the 

scourge of antisemitism both globally and at home. 

 

 B’nai Brith Canada has been engaged with Dr. Shaheed throughout his study and 

met with him in Canada last June. In welcoming the resultant report in September, we 

published our detailed submission is attached. While we focused on steps the 

international community can take, we also noted the growth in antisemitism in Canada 

illustrated by out latest Audit of Antisemitic Incidents in Canada. 

 

Based on recommendations B’nai Brith Canada has previously offered, there is 

synergy between our views on many elements in Dr. Shaheed’s report. In speaking on 

behalf of Canada, Ambassador, we believe there are a number of important points that 

you can emphasize, including what Canada will do in response to Dr. Shaheed’s 

recommendations: 

 

• Member states must be prepared to confront the threat of antisemitism. Political 

leaders must not minimize it; they must be prepared to call it out whatever the 

source, whether from the far right, the far left or radical Islamic sentiment. 

• Governments must acknowledge that antisemitic hate crimes and antisemitic hate 

incidents engage the obligation of the State under international human rights law 

to protect Jews against the violation of their fundamental rights. 
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• More than condemnation is required. Declaratory statements are no longer 

sufficient. It is essential that all countries adopt national action plans to combat 

antisemitism. Such plans must include commitments by political leaders to speak 

out strongly against expressions and acts of hatred directed at the Jewish 

community. 

• To curb the spread of antisemitic views, national action plans must include 

concrete steps to strengthen education about antisemitism and other forms of 

religious discrimination and intolerance. Education must go beyond teaching 

about Holocaust awareness, as important as that is. 

• Member States must appoint national coordinators to devise and implement 

coherent strategies to address antisemitism, and special envoys to promote 

international collaboration to address antisemitism as a threat to the freedom of 

religion or belief. 

• Member States must, without qualification, adopt the definition of antisemitism 

used by the International Holocaust Remembrance alliance (IHRA). Canada 

should state that it will be publishing specific steps to implement the IHRA 

definition as part of its announced Anti-Racism Strategy. 

• Hate crimes legislation should recognize antisemitism as a clear and persistent 

class of crime that each Member State’s citizens can understand. Legislation 

should include a distinctive definition of antisemitic hate crime. 

• Law enforcement agencies must be appropriately equipped and trained to 

recognize and combat antisemitism, building on work underway in international 

and multilateral forums (such as the OSCE’s Office of Democratic Institutions and 

Human Rights). 

• Accurate data collection is an essential underpinning of the fight against 

antisemitism. National statistical agencies should have clear mandates, 

developed in collaboration with law enforcement and civil society that allow for the 

collection, assessment and reporting on details of both antisemitic hate crimes 

and antisemitic hate incidents. 

• Political parties should adopt and enforce ethical guidelines and leaders must 

promptly, clearly and consistently reject manifestations of antisemitism in their 

parties and in public discourse. 

• Confronting online hate, including antisemitism, is an essential element of the 

contemporary challenge. National human rights bodies and instruments must 

include provisions address hate on social media platforms. National forums 

should be convened to include social media companies, civil society, and other 

stakeholders – in this case, representatives of the Jewish community – to develop 

and implement codes of conduct to address harmful speech. 
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Ambassador, there are many other equally valid points Canada could make to 

solidify and reinforce its commitment to fight antisemitism and to provide an exemplary 

approach for other Member States.  These are but a few recommendations.  For B’nai 

Brith Canada, the discussion on October 17th must be seen as part of a process of 

dialogue – led by Canada and other like-minded - to ensure that Dr. Shaheed’s report is 

not seen as a ‘one-off’ initiative that will be forgotten. 

 

As always, B’nai Brith Canada is committed to working with the government of 

Canada and our officials to combat antisemitism domestically and internationally. We 

would welcome an opportunity to be a member of a Canadian team that will give 

ongoing life and meaning to Dr. Shaheed’s invaluable report and will work to gain broad 

acceptance of his key recommendations. 

 

 

 

 

        Yours sincerely, 

 

 

             

  
 

 

        Michael Mostyn 

        Chief Executive Officer 
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