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DEAR EDUCATOR,
Thank you for your interest in the B’nai Brith Holocaust Education
Program. B’nai Brith Canada has advocated for Canadian Jewry and
championed the cause of human rights since 1875. Through our Annual
Audit of Antisemitic Incidents, B’nai Brith has determined an urgent
need for increased Holocaust Education in Canada. According to our
Audit, Holocaust denial has quadrupled from 2015 to 2016, making up
twenty per cent of all antisemitic incidents reported.
B’nai Brith has designed a Holocaust education program that is
accessible to Canadian schools lacking the resources necessary to
provide comprehensive and meaningful Holocaust education. The
program offers schools the opportunity to have a survivor or a child of
a survivor speak to students and assist them in learning many valuable
lessons, including the potential negative consequences of being a
bystander and the value of tolerance. It is only through providing
valuable Holocaust education that Holocaust denial can be eliminated
in Canada.
I urge your school to include B’nai Brith’s various resources in your
pursuit of teaching Holocaust education, so that never again will
innocent civilians be subjected to such discrimination.

REGARDS,
Michael Mostyn
Chief Executive Officer
B'nai Brith Canada
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THE B’NAI BRITH HOLOCAUST
EDUCATION PROGRAM:
B’nai Brith Canada combats racism and antisemitism that threatens our
society today.
Through our Annual Audit of Antisemitic Incidents, which found 2016 to be a
record-setting year for antisemitic incidents in Canada, B’nai Brith noticed
a trend of increasing Holocaust denial in Canada with reported incidents
rising from five per cent to twenty per cent in just one year.
The Holocaust is the most documented and well-known genocide of all time,
where millions perished on account of their religion, ethnicity, political
leanings, and sexual orientation. With so much to learn from this dark era
in human history, it must be facilitated in an impactful manner to ensure
that the objectives of the Ontario curriculum are met. This matter is urgent
and the best time to take action is now, as we are the last generation that
will be able to meet actual Holocaust survivors.
Through the B’nai Brith Holocaust Education Program, students will be able
to learn firsthand of the atrocities committed at the hands of the Third
Reich, which in turn will contribute to the downfall of Holocaust denial in
Canada. Schools that participate in the program will be provided with
resources and materials to distribute to both students and teachers. B’nai
Brith staff members and survivors and/or children of survivors will also
offer engaging and informative presentations on the subject.

All that is necessary for the triumph
of evil is that good men do nothing.
- Edmund Burke
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THE ISSUE:
As antisemitism continues to gain traction throughout Canada, we must
examine its root causes as well as its various forms, which includes
Holocaust denial. According to the definition of antisemitism as accepted
by the European Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia (EUMC) and
the Ottawa Protocol on Combating Antisemitism, which was also adopted
by Canada, antisemitism “is a certain perception of Jews, which may be
expressed as hatred toward Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifestations of
antisemitism are directed toward Jewish or non-Jewish individuals and/or
their property, toward Jewish community institutions and religious
facilities.”
Under this definition, the proponents of Holocaust denial, as well as those
who deliberately distort or question historical facts surrounding the
Holocaust, are also guilty of antisemitism. As our Audit finds, while denial
was once a fringe belief held by those on the margins of society, it is now
being positioned as a legitimate source of debate and discussion. For a
comprehensive outlook on Holocaust denial in Canada, please refer to our
2016 Annual Audit of Antisemitic Incidents.

THE GOAL:
B’nai Brith continues to see incidents of Holocaust denial and antisemitism on
campus. One specific example is the case of Anthony Hall, a now discredited
University of Lethbridge professor who questioned the facts surrounding the
Holocaust and openly promoted denial and other antisemitic conspiracy
theories. Through teaching Holocaust education at the secondary level,
students will be able to identify these bogus theories if they are to confront
them.
It is B’nai Brith’s belief that education is the best way to tackle the issue of
Holocaust denial. As such, our goal is to teach students historical facts about
the Holocaust, which will arm them with knowledge and understanding, the two
most effective weapons in countering Holocaust denial and other forms of
antisemitism.
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THE B'NAI BRITH APPROACH:
B’nai Brith is providing teachers and students with tailored resources to help
facilitate impactful Holocaust education. Once our resources and materials have
been delivered to your school, a survivor or child of a survivor will facilitate an
interactive presentation that encourages student participation and story telling.
This program is unique in many ways:

1. There is no monetary fee.

As a grassroots human rights organization, B’nai Brith aims to entirely
eliminate Holocaust denial. To increase exposure, the program is available
at no cost to you.

2. It's accessible.

B’nai Brith’s Holocaust Education Program is accessible to any school that
wants to further its Holocaust education and provide students with
meaningful and impactful lessons that will last a lifetime.

3. It meets curriculum objectives.
Through interviewing several educators, we have determined a way to fit
our Holocaust Education Program into your classroom while fulfilling
objectives of the curriculum. The mandatory requirement for Holocaust
education in the curriculum is minuscule, but teaching Holocaust education
fulfills the curriculum objectives. This program ensures that not only are
the requirements met, but the objectives are achieved in a meaningful way.

4. It is catered to students.
Because the ways in which students learn have evolved over the years, the
B’nai Brith program is interactive and uses visual/oral aids, encouraging
students to get involved and learn in a way that’s familiar to them.

5. Children of survivors are involved.
While the Holocaust survivor population is drastically on the decline,
children of survivors are the next group who are personally connected to
this genocide and are able to convey their parents’ stories. Generational
trauma is common for all genocides, and the stories of the trauma
experienced by the children of survivors are valuable to Holocaust
education. Additionally, it shows the serious long-term effects of
intolerance, discrimination, and genocide.
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WHAT'S TO LEARN FROM THE
HOLOCAUST?
The Holocaust is the most extreme example of the consequences of
intolerance and discrimination. Students, as the leaders of the future, need to
understand the importance of being active and standing up for human rights,
as well as the dangers of being a bystander. When Jews were persecuted by
the Nazis in Europe, the Jewish population was not populous enough to stand
up for themselves, and they desperately required the aid of others. While
there were many who were willing to put their lives at risk to save them,
several nations (including Canada) stood idly by as the Nazis murdered over
six million Jews and millions others, including Sinti and Roma, people with
disabilities, non-heterosexual people, and other groups.
Today, discrimination against all of these identity groups is still common,
while antisemitism remains the most common form of discrimination in
Canada.
A terrible result of genocide is generational trauma, which affects the
families of survivors for generations, with different groups dealing with the
trauma in different ways. It is important to study how long-lasting trauma is
dealt with, and ways in which the community can rebuild and regain strength
after dealing with such a loss. Studying and understanding this can help us
move forward and promote genocide prevention.
The importance of human rights legislation, law enforcement and immigration
policy are all things that should be taught in Holocaust education, and are all
part of the resources being provided to you by the League for Human Rights
at B'nai Brith. Studying these will allow students to have a comprehensive
understanding of Canada's role in the Holocaust.

The final forming of a person's
character lies in their own hands.
- Anne Frank
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REQUEST THE PROGRAM TODAY.
To request the program at your school, visit:
www.bnaibrith.ca/holocausteducation
With any questions, please contact us:
Phone: 416 633 6224 x139
Email: holocausteducation@bnaibrith.ca

@bnaibrithcanada

www.bnaibrith.ca

@bnaibrithcanada

First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Socialist.

MartinUnionists,
Niemöller and I did not speak out—
Then they came for the- Trade
Because I was not a Trade Unionist.
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me.

- Martin Niemöller

