
 
 

B’nai Brith Canada Responses to Questions Posed by Elections Canada 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Recognizing that religious holidays and cultural practices may not fall on 

the same dates one year to the next, in the foreseeable future, what would 

be a suitable fixed election date in October that would not prevent electoral 

participation and observation of religious or cultural practices in your 

community? (recognizing that Advance Polls must be on the Friday, 

Saturday, Sunday and Monday of the week before election day). 

 

Response 

 

• The issue for observant Jewish electors relates not just to election day but the 

impact on campaigning immediately preceding election day. Similarly, the impact 

on volunteers and candidates in the period prior to election day must be taken 

into account. 

• Orthodox Jews live all aspects of their lives according to a particular set of rules, 

including the careful observance of the Jewish Sabbath and major holidays that 

occur throughout the year. Because the Jewish calendar is lunar, the dates of 

these days vary from year to year with respect to the secular calendar. 

• Our basic position is (1) that a Canadian federal election must not be scheduled 

for a major Jewish Holiday (2) that advance polling days must equally not be 

scheduled for related days of observance, including the Sabbath, without 

alternative arrangements in place to compensate, such as additional advance 

polling days. 

• For 2020, any October election date must avoid; (a) Sukkot, October 3rd-4th, with 

linkage to Yom Kippur, September 28th; (b) Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah, 

October 10th-11th, with linkage to Sukkot, October 3rd-4th. 

• For 2021, because of the Jewish calendar, there would be fewer challenges 

associated with an October election date. But the same would not apply in 2022. 
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2. What are other dates throughout the year that should be avoided, as they 

would prevent members from your community from participating in a 

federal election? 

 

Response 

 

• As indicated above, because the Jewish calendar is lunisolar, the dates of these 

days vary from year to year with respect to the secular calendar. Other dates to 

be avoided in the next year are: (a) Passover, March 28th-29th and April 3rd-4th, 

2021; (b) Shavuoth, May 17th-18th, 2021. 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. How could early voting opportunities address some barriers to voting 

created by conflicts with religious practices? (See this link outlining early 

voting options) 

 

Response 

 

• Add an extra advanced polling day, or polling days, that would be fully accessible 

for members of the observant Jewish community, should one or more advance 

polling days fall on a major Jewish holiday or the Sabbath. 

• Extend the hours for advance polling days in constituencies where the 

percentage of Jewish electors is significant. 

• Engage with Jewish community organizations, nationally and locally, in an 

education and awareness campaign (as was done in 2019) to highlight the 

options available for Jewish electors in advance of election day itself, including 

options to vote by mail. 

• Establish special voting kiosks on advance polling days in Jewish houses of 

worship or community centres, where Jewish population size warrants.  

__________________________________________________________ 
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4. What are the potential impacts of such conflicts in election dates with 

religious holidays on candidates for federal election and their campaign 

volunteers? 

 

Response 

 

• Each of the major holidays noted above are observed through special prayers 

and festive meals. They are also proclaimed as days of rest, where no work or 

labour is to be performed. In recognition of their sacredness, Jewish law prohibits 

many ordinary activities on these days, including writing, driving, working, using 

any electronic devices such as televisions, computers and telephones. This 

includes voting. 

• Orthodox Jews are also restricted in what they may ask others to do. Jewish law 

forbids encouraging another Jew to transgress any law (even though the other 

Jew may not be observant or identify as Orthodox). 

• Orthodox Jews are also prohibited from asking or encouraging anyone (even if 

they are not Jewish) from doing any work or any prohibited acts on their behalf. 

This means that Orthodox Jews may not ask anyone to vote or campaign on their 

behalf on major Jewish holidays customarily described as ‘Yom Tov’ days. 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

5. If Parliament were to amend the Canada Elections Act to move ordinary 

polls from a Monday to a two-day period over Saturday and Sunday, would 

this address barriers to voting for your community? 

 

Response 

 

• Such a move would not address the barriers to observant Jewish electors who 

abide by restrictions related to the Sabbath (Saturdays, from sundown the Friday 

evening before) and B’nai Brith Canada would oppose any such proposal. 

• A two-day voting period on a Sunday-Monday is an option, if combined with 

advance polling days the previous week which do not impinge on the Saturday 

Sabbath. 

• The challenge would remain if any fixed election day, or days, falls on a major 

Jewish holiday that would also include advance polling days on a linked holiday 

or the Sabbath. 

__________________________________________________________ 
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6. Briefly describe your community or organization and the membership you 

represent where applicable (number of members, location, primarily urban 

or rural membership, etc.). 

 

Response 

 

• B’nai Brith Canada is a national organization representing members of the 

grassroots Jewish community, operating in Canada since 1875. We focus on 

human rights issues as they impact Jewish Canadians and all Canadians and, in 

particular, act against antisemitism, hate crimes and hate speech. 

• Of the approximately 392,000 Canadians who identify as Jewish, we agree with 

the general assessment that approximately 75,000 people identify as Orthodox 

Jews. 

• We consider issues generally as they apply to Jews of different denominations 

and various levels of observance. We do not speak for the Orthodox Jewish 

community but count, among our members and supporters, a cross-section of 

observant and religious Jewish, including those who are Orthodox. Our views are 

representative of the religious spectrum of Canadian Jewish life. 


