
Thank you Bob and hello everyone. 

I worked as part of the IVG team supporting the independent assessment of claims 
made by conservation signatories (ACF, TWS and et) that 572,000 hectares of 
Tasmania’s forests were of sufficiently high conservation value to warrant secure and 
permanent protection from logging and other intensive extractive industries.

For those that don't know, the IVG process was agreed by all signatories to its terms 
of reference - including state and federal governments; and all signatories agreed to 
accept the results of the process.

The conservation assessents were designed and overseen by professor Brendan 
Mackey – a member of professor wests independent verification team. Professor 
Mackey did not follow the approach to assessing conservation value proposed by 
NGO’s nor did he seek to replicate or correct the failings, of the RFA assessments. 
Instead he sought out new knowledge and designed an assessment process in line 
with best global practice in biodiversity conservation and world heritage 
management.

Despite constraints on the conservation assessments (because the area covered 
was strictly limited to the 572,000 of forest nominated by ACF, TWS and et – which 
meant for example that conservation values only or predominantly, found on private 
land weren’t able to be assessed) - the assessments revealed the  outstanding 
universal value of the tall forests along the boundary of the TWWAH including the 
forests of the Tarkine;  the shift in genetics for the same species between the west 
and east of the state and many other the remarkable differences in biodiversity 
across the state -  from globally significant invertebrate and fungal diversity of the 
forests in the west to outstanding eucalypt diversity and habitat for birds in the east. .

8 years on the global and national context for understanding the significance of 
Tasmanian’s forests has shifted again.

We now know that the increased risk of drought and extreme fire events associated 
with cc make it imperative to protect and restore the integrity of native forests across 
the globe. We know that logging increases both the risk and severity of extreme fire 
events

We also know that the biodiversity crisis is as serious for life on earth as the climate 
crisis and that both crises can only be solved if we tackle them together.

Nature based solutions to the climate and biodiversity crises are the new global 
hope. It is this hope we need to reignite in Tasmania. Choosing to protect and restore 
some of the most carbon dense forests on earth and hand on a national and global 
biodiversity treasure to future generations is a legacy any government could be 
proud of.


