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General
Information

BioBlitz will run from Thursday 12th of November
until Sunday 15th of November. Both Thursday and
Sunday will be travel days, with Friday, Saturday and
Sunday morning dedicated to surveys. Rather than
one big event, we will be running BioBlitz as six small
independent field trips.
Each field trip will have a Basecamp Coordinator,
who will act as a group leader, as well as one or two
Basecamp Assistants, who will help the Basecamp
Coordinator to manage camp and trip logistics.
Other volunteers will be tasked with managing
biosecurity, coordinating food, and organising
equipment for their group.
On the Corinna Field Trip, New Haven Field Trip
and Que River Trip, there will be a limited number of
options for formal lodgings at local accommodation
providers . Otherwise, attendees will be camping,
and will need to provide their own camping gear.
Meals will be communally cooked and shared at
Basecamps, with the exception of the Mount Bertha
and Tarkine Coast Field Trips, which will be selfcatering. Your Basecamp Coordinators will advise
on this.
Each Basecamp has a range of potential survey
sites – it will be up to Survey Leaders and Basecamp
Coordinators to make a decision about which sites to
survey and when. Each Field Trip group will have a
Zoom catch-up before their trip commences to get to
know each other, and outline plans.

specimens using iNaturalist and then another to
report back our findings. We will also try to do a
livestream to our social media from each Basecamp
over the weekend (reception permitting), so that we
can connect with supporters across the country.
If you have questions about the trips, please email
molly@bobbrown.org.au to discuss. For scientists and
volunteers, please indicate your trip preferences on
your registration form. For general participants, you
will be able to purchase tickets to your preferred trip
on our website – the link will be mailed to you once
ticket sales open.
Once forms begin to come back in, we will start
to place people into trips and will confirm your
adventure with you by the end of September. Please
note that participant places are limited – however we
have more citizen science events happening during
November and December for those who miss out.
We strongly encourage participants to carpool toand-from BioBlitz – these arrangements can be made
in your group meeting before the event.
We will have a COVID Safety Plan in action at
each basecamp – more information on this will be
provided by your basecamp coordinator.

Survey findings will be collated on iNaturalist
throughout the BioBlitz, and we will host identification
parties in the weeks after BioBlitz to identify any
unidentified specimens collected.
We will host several webinars before and after
BioBlitz, to outline our processes for recording
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Field Trip
Options

Que River Field Trip

Survey information

This trip will take participants down the
Murchison Highway towards Waratah, to take
surveys in a number of threatened tall eucalypt
and rainforest coupes threatened by logging.

The survey sites are in the threatened rainforest
coupes BO102A, BO109A and BO92C, which
are a mix of Eucalyptus and rainforest.

Participants will carpool to Que River Coupe
on Thursday 12th to set up basecamp for the
weekend. For those who are not interested
in camping, there will be accommodation
available at Tullah (beds will be allocated to
scientists on a need basis, remaining beds may
be purchased with tickets for participants).
Participants will need to car-pool to and from
survey sites each day. Everyone else will camp
in the threatened forest coupes at Que River –
car and van camping is fine. Campers will need
to provide their own camping equipment.
Meals will be cooked communally at
Basecamp. Those who are staying on at Tullah
are welcome to organise their own meals –
however it is important that you are present
for the daily debrief meetings at basecamp
for safety purposes.
Basecamp will be packed up on Sunday
morning before participants head off for their
final Sunday morning surveys. Afterwards,
participants will travel home.
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These sites will be good for the following
potential surveys:
• Owl Surveys
• Bird Surveys
• Invertebrates
• Plant surveys
• Mammal surveys

Accessibility:
This field trip is a fairly accessible trip, with relatively
easy survey sites, formal accommodation lodging
options, as well as vehicle transport. Some walking
into survey sites will be required, over occasionally
rough terrain. Car camping is available. This trip will
be suitable for people under the age of 16

Campaign Values:
Ancient rainforests at this survey site are
threatened by logging. Three incredible areas
of threatened forests will be explored and
surveyed. All information from these forests will
be used in our campaign to call for protection of
the Tarkine’s rainforests.
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Field Trip
Options

New Haven Field Trip

Survey information

This trip will explore the old growth forests south
of Tarkine Wilderness Lodge, surveying coupes
that are scheduled to be logged as soon as next
year, and will also be impacted by the proposed
Robbins Island transmission line.

The survey landscapes are the threatened coupes
PU038B, PU005B and PU008A. These forests
contain old growth Eucalyptus obliqua and rainforest,
and are due to be logged over the next two years.

Participants will travel to Tarkine Wilderness
Lodge in Meunna to set up camp on Thursday
afternoon. For those who do not want to camp,
there are a limited number of spaces at the
Lodge (these will be allocated to scientists on a
needs basis, and then any remaining beds may
be purchased as a part of the attendance ticket
for participants). Campers will need to provide
all their own camping equipment. Car camping
is fine.
Meals will be communally cooked at basecamp,
and there will be daily debriefing meetings in
the morning and evening.
Friday and Saturday will be dedicated to
surveys. Sunday morning will be for packing
up camp and then heading out for final surveys
before travelling home after lunch.
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These sites would be good for the following
potential surveys:
• Owl/Nocturnal Surveys
• Bird Surveys
• Invertebrates
• Plant surveys
• Mammal surveys

Accessibility:
This field trip is a fairly accessible trip, with easy
survey sites, formal accommodation lodging options,
as well as vehicle transport. Some walking into
survey sites will be required, over occasionally
rough terrain.

Campaign Values:
A controversial proposal for a wind farm at Robbins
Island, critical habitat that support up to 25,000
migratory and resident shorebirds every summer has
the added proposal for transmission lines through
precious native forests and Tarkine forests. Surveys
carried out from this base camp will include visiting
areas threatened by this proposed transmission line
and on the government’s logging schedule. A dual
threat. All information from these forests will be used
in our campaign to call for protection of the Tarkine
from logging and the proposed Transmission line.
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Field Trip
Options

Corinna Field Trip

Survey information

This field trip is our most diverse, and will head
down to Corinna Wilderness lodge to explore
a range of survey sites around the Pieman River,
Tarkine Coast and surrounding rainforest.

The survey landscapes are diverse, ranging from
catching the ferry to Pieman Heads to explore the
surrounding coastline or walk up to the spectacular
Rupert Point, or along the Elliot Track through
buttongrass moorland and coastal scrub; walking
along the rainforest track from Savage River Bridge;
or driving to Longback to survey the moorland plains.

Participants will travel to Corinna Wilderness
Lodge on Thursday, where we have reserved
three queen cabins and one family cabin, as
well as ten campsites. The cabin spots are
limited, and we will need to prioritise survey
leaders. Any available beds will be available
for purchase alongside tickets for participants.
Meals will be communally prepared and shared
in the barbeque shelter area at Corinna, and
there will be debriefing meetings in the morning
and evening.
Friday, Saturday and Sunday morning will be
dedicated to surveying. Attendees will depart
after returning from their surveys on Sunday
and packing down camp.

These sites would be good for the following
potential surveys:
• Plants
• Birds
• Invertebrates
• Orchids
• Freshwater
• Mammals

Accessibility:
This field trip is a fairly accessible trip, with a range of
survey sites. Some involve walking up to 10km, while
others are accessible by vehicle or by the ferry, so
participants will be able to choose the site that suits
their needs. There are a range of accommodation
options. This trip will be suitable for people under 16.

Campaign Values:
Corinna is an exceptionally diverse example of
Tarkine landscapes, including rivers, coastlines
and rainforest, as well as easy accessibility to
the buttongrass plains. This tourist hotspot is an
outstanding example of the ecological diversity and
value of preserving the region, and surveying this
region assists us in demonstrating the need for a
Tarkine National Park.
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Field Trip
Options

Tarkine Coast Field Trip

Survey information

This trip will take participants on a multi-day
walk from Temma south along the Tarkine
coast, allowing them to survey the wild coastal
landscape as they walk or during short trips
after setting up camp.

The landscape includes coastal heathland and
scrub, rocky and sandy coastlines, creeks and
unusual native grasslands.

On Thursday, participants will carpool to
Temma. On Thursday night, participants will
walk 2 hours to set up camp at Hazard Bay; on
Friday, participants will walk 4 hours to set up
camp at Ordnance Point; and on Saturday night
they will camp at Hazard Bay again on their
way back.
This trip will involve up to 30 km of walking.
Participants will need to carry all of their gear,
including food and water (though water will be
available at various locations throughout the
trip). While there is some flexibility in where
survey leaders focus their surveys, we will
largely remain as a group for safety reasons.

These sites would be good for the following
potential surveys:
• Plants
• Birds
• Orchids
• Mammals

Accessibility:
This field trip is a challenging field trip – it involves
up to 30 km of walking over four days, as well as
any additional trips taken from camp. Participants
will need to carry all of their equipment, food
and water, and great care must be taken as this is
an exceptionally remote trip. Previous multi-day
bushwalking experience is essential. This trip will be
suitable for people under 16.

Campaign Values:
The Tarkine coast is a living cultural landscape for the
Tasmanian Aboriginal community suffering pressures
from recreational drivers over the sand dunes,
midden sites and burial grounds. The coast is rich
with birdlife, important coastal draining rivers and the
cleanest air in the world pummelling its shores. The
surveys on this walk will document the biodiverse
landscape that are globally significant and in need of
protection and return to Aboriginal ownership.
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Field Trip
Options

Rapid River Field Trip

Survey information

The Rapid River field trip will take participants
to the rainforest south of Smithton, to set up
camp in a coupe that was marked for logging
up until last year, to survey the rivers and forests
in this area, as well as the carnivorous mammals
surveys (Tasmanian Devil and Quoll).

This field trip will provide options for surveying
the freshwater Rapid River and its surrounding tall
eucalypt and rainforest.

Participants will travel to Rapid River on
Thursday to set up camp on Thursday night
in coupe RD16B. We are only able to offer
camping accommodation for this trip – though
car camping is also available.
This RD16B camp will also act as the basecamp
for the Mount Bertha Trip for the Thursday night.
Meals will be communally cooked and shared
at camp, and attendees will carpool to and from
survey sites. There will be a debrief meeting
morning and evening.

These sites would be good for the following
potential surveys:
• Birds
• Invertebrates
• Freshwater
• Mammals

Accessibility:
This field trip is relatively accessible, however we
are only able to offer camping and car-camping
accommodation options. The survey sites will mostly
be on foot, with the devil sites accessed via vehicle –
so some walking over rough terrain will be expected.
This trip will be suitable for people under 16.

Campaign Values:
Rapid River is some of the more remote forests of
takayna / Tarkine. Rapid River is a stunning river
with water stained by the tannin from rainforest
and heathland headwaters flows through remote
wilderness upstream. Logging has been occurring in
these remote rainforests and these forests need urgent
secure protection to ensure intactness and old growth
rainforests remain. Also located nearby to important
Devil research sites, this site will be the base for the
devil surveys carried out at BioBlitz.
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Field Trip
Options

Mount Bertha Field Trip

Survey information

The Mount Bertha field trip will take participants
on a challenging walk to a ridgeline north of
Mount Bertha to survey threatened forests,
which are proposed to be impacted by roading
and logging this summer.

This field trip will provide options for surveying the
ridgeline north of Mount Bertha, where roading to
access coupe MB025 is proposed across the tall
eucalypt and rainforest.

Participants will carpool to Rapid River on
Thursday to set up camp for the night with the
Rapid River field trip, before setting out on
the walk on Friday morning. They will spend
Friday night and Saturday night in a camp in the
threatened forests, before walking back out on
Sunday. Friday evening and Saturday will be
dedicated to surveys.
While this trip will only involve approximately
6-8 km of walking, it is through challenging
trackless terrain. Attendees will need to be
prepared to “bush-bash” through scrub to reach
the ridgeline. Participants will also need to carry
all of their gear. This group will remain together
during their surveys for safety purposes. The
group leader for this trip will have previous
experience in navigating to this spot.
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These sites will be good for the following surveys:
• Birds
• Invertebrates
• Plants

Accessibility:
This field trip is extremely challenging, involving
6-8 km of walking through challenging terrain.
Attendees will need to be prepared to carry all of
their equipment and previous off-track bushwalking
experience is essential. This trip will be suitable for
people under 16.

Campaign Values:
Extraordinary ancient rainforests located deep in the
Tarkine and just new on the three-year logging plan.
Plans to push a 2km road into this forest for logging is
an encroachment on the edge of Tarkine wilderness.
The proposed coupe is also surrounded by future
potential production forests, forests that were
promised protection and now available for logging.
This is a critical campaign focus of our Foundation
to prevent this new logging road and all information
gained about this fragile ecosystem will benefit the
push to remove the horror plan of a new road and
logging of this area.

Tarkine BioBlitz 2020: Event Information

