
Two activist filmmakers Crusty and Ramji joined our 
frontline campaigns in 2020 and their new stunning 
documentary Forest Defenders has captured the wild 
native forests of Tasmania and our actions to defend 
these forests. It is a grassroots documentary, filmed 
across Tasmania by the activists themselves. 
Capturing the hundreds of volunteers who took part in the 
takayna/Tarkine Sumac Ridge Blockade, Ta Ann veneer 
mill shut down and multi-day occupations and disruptions of 
logging operations in the Que River, Pieman, Wentworth Hills 
and Mt Field areas. While these actions were happening, 
(the forest defenders) Ramji and Crusty were filming throughout. 

Forest Defenders provides a powerful and beautiful insight into 
why these spectacular parts of native forests and rainforest 
are worthy of protection, showing the day-to-day lives of those 
who fight for protection.

Our plan is to have as many people as possible to see the film 
and turn to action, either by joining our actions or encouraging 
others to come on board to our campaign to protect takayna/
Tarkine and native forests across the country. 

Film Screening 
How to Guide 



Who will help me host 
a screening?
Molly Coburn, our Foundation’s Campaign 
Organiser, is coordinating the screenings of 
Forest Defender. Molly will be your liaison 
person to help with event organising, 
logistics, support and promotions.

Where should I screen the film?
Where you choose to show your film 
screening is entirely up to you! While some 
people will be running smaller private 
events in their homes and backyards, 
others are choosing to run larger, public 
events. Some suggestions for venues 
include;

 − Local cinemas or theatres

 − Community Halls

 − Local libraries and common-rooms

 − Pubs

 − Food Co-Operatives

 − University

What about COVID-19?
Please stay mindful of any COVID 
restrictions or regulations in your local area 
when booking a venue.

We have experience with organising 
events in this COVID time, we can help 
make your event COVID safe.

When should I screen it?
Ideally, we would like to see screenings 
happen during the first part of the year, 
while we are still blockading in the 
Tarkine – we would love for people to 
become inspired to come and visit us in 
the Tarkine! However, the timing is entirely 
up to you and the people supporting 
you. All screenings are valuable, as they 
can also be used to promote our new 
community activism program, Action for 
Earth, which will be launching soon – 
so all screenings are very valuable! 

How do I promote the event?
We are able to assist by creating a 
Facebook event for your event, emailing 
people on our database in your local area, 
and listing the event on our webpage – 
you can share these promotional tools 
among your network. We would also 
encourage placing an advertisement in 
your local paper, postering and handing 
out fliers. We can help to resource these 
things. Our inhouse designers will help with 
poster and advertising design.

What should I do about 
costs associated with hosting 
a screening?
Our Foundation will cover the costs of 
these events. All costs will be assessed 
in consultation with Molly. While we 
approach every event on a case-by-case 
basis, as a general rule we will not let you 
be out of pocket for any expenses incurred 
by hosting this event. We are happy to 
cover costs associated with venue hire, 
as long as it is safe to assume that we 
will gather a reasonable crowd and can 
recoup some of our costs from ticket sales. 
Please discuss any costs associated with 
your event with Molly, the Campaigns 
Organiser, before going ahead with 
bookings. 

What do I go about ticket sales?
We are very happy to assist you with ticket 
sales via our website, or via Eventbrite if 
that is more suitable. This will provide you 
with a list of attendees that you can print 
out and use on the door. Alternatively, you 
can work out a different system that works 
for you. If you choose to run your event at 
a local cinema or theatre, they may have 
ticketing options that will be more suitable. 

What else can I do at my 
film-screening?
What your event looks like is entirely 
up to you – some people are having 
a “bring-a-plate” feast, others are having 
musicians and local environmental 
speakers, and some are showing art 
exhibitions on the same night.

We trust that you know what works in your 
community – just have a chat to Molly 

about your ideas and we’ll do what we 
can to make it a reality! 

We will also provide you with some other 
short films that you can play alongside 
the main film if you would like, including 
visuals from the Tarkine, messages from our 
campaigners and information about what 
you can do next. We will also provide BBF 
merchandise if appropriate for your event. 

Local forest defence groups may wish to 
use this as an opportunity to host training 
and recruitment weekends for their groups. 

Connecting with local groups:
There are hundreds of local environmental 
and forest defence groups across the 
country who are fighting to protect wild 
places. We encourage you to reach out to 
these groups before your screening to see 
if they would like to collaborate on events. 

We have included a list of local groups to 
get you started – this list is non-exhaustive, 
but you should be able to find information 
on activists and groups in your area online. 

Can I have a guest speaker 
at my event?
We will assess this on a case-by-case 
basis with each event. While we would 
obviously love to attend each and every 
event, it is not always possible, particularly 
with COVID19 and volatile travel 
restrictions in play.

However, if you would like to have 
a speaker at your event please discuss 
this with Molly and we will see what we 
can arrange. It may be possible to have 
speakers appear via Zoom – including our 
Tarkine campaigners or the film producers, 
traditional owners and local campaigners.
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Please use this guide as general 
directions on how to organise and 
host a film-screening in your local 
community.

No matter how big or small your event 
is, every pair of eyes count.

Once you have read through this guide, 
take some time to think about what will 
work best for you in your community, 
and be in contact with Molly 
(molly@bobbrown.org.au) to register 
your event, so we can get to work!



Inclusion of traditional owners.
It is important to have contact with the 
traditional owners of the country you 
are hosting this event on. Please discuss 
with Molly about inviting guest speakers, 
hosting Welcome to Country or making 
sure the correct Acknowledgement of 
Country is carried out.

Should this be a fundraiser? 
We are a small foundation with tight 
budgets, and we are always happy 
to receive donations from our community 
of supporters.

However, the main purpose of this film 
screening is to reach as many people 
as possible , so we would like to make 
events accessible to all.

We would like to aim for cost-neutral 
events, where possible. If you are hosting 
the event as a local forest protection 
group we would of course love for you 
to use the film as a fundraising and 
recruitment opportunity, this would still be 
in partnership with our Foundation and 
we will co-host. Then your local forest 
protection group has the benefits of our 
large platform and we get to support 
your efforts too.

What else do I need to consider?
Accessibility 
If you are hosting an event and inviting the 
broader public, we strongly encourage you 
to investigate venues that are accessible for 
everyone, via a lift or a ramp.

We encourage you to consider using 
subtitles for your film – we will provide you 
with a subtitled and non-subtitled version of 
the film in the Dropbox link. 

Local Forest Defence Groups:
You may like to reach out to some of these 
groups for co-hosting if they are close 
to your community. These groups can be 
found on Facebook. This list is by no means 
exhaustive, so please have a look online 
at your local area. 

What technology do I need 
to play the film?
For any event outside a cinema, the most 
reliable way to show the film is to save the 
film to your computer, and use a projector 
or a screen to display the film. You will 
need to think about sound systems, and use 
suitable speakers for your audience size. 

We will provide the film to you on 
a Dropbox link. We would advise 
downloading and saving the film to your 
computer or onto a USB – this will avoid 
any internet connection issues when 
playing the film! If you need assistance 
in downloading the film to USB, please 
be in touch with Molly. 

If you are uncertain about using the 
technology, it may be wise to recruit 
somebody who is familiar with computers 
and the internet to make it work! However 
if you don’t have someone to assist, 
please let Molly know and we can 
talk you through the steps (it is really 
straightforward, we promise!) 

If you are hosting your event at a cinema 
or theatre, or library, we will supply you or 
the cinema with the right formatted film file. 

If you are hosting at a Community Hall, 
Co-Op or pub, you will need to source 
a projector if the venue doesn’t have one 
and a screen (or a white sheet/white wall 
works just as well!). A computer-friendly 
speaker system is also useful, particularly 
if you have a crowd. If you aren’t sure 
where to source these things from, we can 
help you investigate. Just remember if you 
are using a projector to think about lighting 
– they need a fair amount of darkness to 
have visibility.
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VIC

 − Forest Conservation Victoria

 − GECO (Goongerah Environment Centre)

 − Friends of the Leadbeater Possum

 − Kinglake Friends of the Forest

 − Protect Warburton Ranged

 − Warburton Environment Center

 − Rubicon Forest Protection Group

 − Toolangi Forest Protection Group

 − Healesville Environment Watch

 − Bereep Bereep Sovereign Forest Protection 
Group

 − FLAC Kulin Nation

 − Eco Shout

 − XR Forests

NSW

 − Gumbaynggirr Conservation Group

 − Bellingen Environment Centre

 − Kalang Forest Rescue Station

 − Kalang River Forest Alliance

 − NEFA - North East Forest Alliance

 − Lismore Environment Centre

 − Nimbin Environment Centre

 − Forest Defense NSW

WA

 − WA Forest Alliance



This film and these film screenings are brought to you 
as a collaboration between the Bob Brown Foundation, 
Manic Seeds Media, Ramji, and the Alleged Art Collective.


