
 

VOTE ENVIRONMENT: Our asks for the 2021 State Election.  

1. An end to logging this island’s magnificent native forests. 

• Tasmania’s native forests are exceptionally unique and globally significant, ranking highly in World 

Heritage Values.  

• Over a million hectares of Tasmania’s forests are still under threat from logging. This includes large 

stretches of native forests threatened by logging from Tasmania’s south, to the central plateau, north-

east highlands, eastern Tiers and in takayna / Tarkine.  

• Home to Australia’s largest temperate rainforest, takayna / Tarkine currently has over 28,958 ha of its 

intact forests in “permanent logging zones” and around 95% of takayna / Tarkine is in land tenures 

available for logging in the future. 

• Several of our iconic species are seriously under threat from logging, including the critically 

endangered Swift Parrot, Masked Owl, Tasmanian Devil and Giant Freshwater Crayfish. Of these, the 

species under the most serious threat from logging is the Swift Parrot. This charismatic bird is 

currently listed as critically endangered and is likely to go extinct in the next 10 years. 

• A leaked logging industry national study shows that more than 65% of rural-based respondents believe 

that Native Forest Logging is totally unacceptable.  

• Native Forest logging provides less than 1% of all jobs in Tasmania 

• Since 1989 more than $1 billion dollars in direct cash assistance has been given to the Tasmanian 

native forest logging industry. 

 

2. Returning takayna/Tarkine to Aboriginal ownership as a World Heritage listed National Park. 

• Australia’s largest temperate rainforest is at the heart of one of the last, great wild places on Earth, a 

critical stronghold for endemic, rare and endangered species.  With its spectacular coastal scenery, 

Aboriginal coastal cultural landscape and rare wildlife it still awaits official national park protection and 

World Heritage listing.  These require a Labor and Liberal government to come good. 

• A protected Tarkine will become an outstanding beacon for northwest Tasmania’s economy, job-

creation and sense of pride in a world where wild and scenic beauty is both diminishing every day and 

at a greater premium every day. 

 

 

3. Protecting all Swift Parrot habitat on public land in secure conservation reserves.  

• If logging does not stop in Swift Parrot breeding and foraging habitat today, the species will go 

extinct.  This critically endangered species will not survive further destruction of their forest habitat. 

• The State and Federal Government need to permanently end the logging of Tasmania’s forest habitat 

of the Swift Parrot and provide secure protection for ALL Swift Parrot habitat. 

• In 2015 the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) listed the Swift Parrot as critically 

endangered due to logging of its habitat and predation by sugar gliders. IUCN recommended that all 

public lands that support Swift Parrots be placed under secure, permanent conservation 



 

management.  This has not happened and logging of the Swift Parrot nesting and foraging habitat has 

continued. 

• Tasmania's southern forests, Bruny Island, the eastern tiers in NE Tasmania and Wielangta on the 

east coast are vitally important Swift Parrot habitat.  These forests must be protected from logging if 

this wonderful bird, the fastest parrot on the planet, is to survive. 

 

 

4. Action to protect the oceans, coasts, rivers and the Aboriginal living landscapes. 

• Fish farms, poorly sited and regulated mining, coastal development, and out of control off-road vehicle 

use damage our coasts and waterways, and destroy ancient Aboriginal heritage sites and landscapes. 

 

 

5. Recreating the National Parks and Wildlife Service, which manages more of Tasmania than any other 

body, as a separate, independent department. With secure long-lasting funding to protect our National Parks 

and World Heritage Areas. 

• Our National Parks and Wildlife Service should not be driven by profiteers and developers, or 

governments beholden to donors. 

• Real funding is needed to ensure conservation and land management  activity can be carried out 

independent of commercial imperatives. 

 

 

6. Protecting the integrity of natural landscapes from the industrialisation of the whole of the North by 

large scale, unnecessary and debt accumulating energy infrastructure. 

• UPC’s proposed wind farm on Robbin’s Island will place Australia’s largest wind farm right at the 

terminus of one of the planet’s busiest migratory bird flyways. There are more seabirds nesting and 

breeding on Robbin’s Island and around Robbins Passage than the rest of Tasmanian combined. 

• The associated 170km of transmission towers will cut a swathe of over 1000 hectares through forests, 

grasslands and public reserves. 

• Further proposed plans for an even larger windfarm in takayna/Tarkine’s Meredith Range Regional 

Reserve will turn protected eagle habitat into a killing field. 

• Marinus Link is financially flawed and exposes Tasmanian taxpayers to huge debt and risk, while 

private developers reap the subsidised rewards. 

 


