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SPEAKER: Good evening everyone. My name is Bobby Henon and I want to thank you all who have 
joined us on this call tonight and who is dialing in to participate. Before we get started and I want to 
introduce a few individuals who are joining me to say a few words. 

I'm joined by Louis Giorla who is the Philadelphia Prisons Commissioner and Michael Resnick who's the 
Deputy Mayor for Public Safety. Both of these individuals have been on the forefront on the need for 
replacing the House of Correction and we'll be answering questions to that effect on this call.  

As many, if not most of you know that this call is for the replacement of the House of Correction which 
was first constructed in 1874. Not 1974 but 1874. I have toured the facility and I've seen firsthand why 
we need to explore replacing it. And that's just exploring it not actually replacing it. I introduced a bill in 
City Council now it's on final passage. That will give the city the authority to purchase the land that is the 
adjacent property to the current facility to accommodate that possibility.  

Over the course of this call, we will detail the facts as we have them and we'll discuss to you why this is 
an option and it's an option only.  

First, some have argued that by considering this measure Council is prioritizing the funding of prisons 
over schools. This is false. They worry about the symbolism of building a replacement prison when the 
city has so many other funding priorities. These fears are misplaced. If the city decides to build a 
replacement prison it will not draw a single penny from our schools.  

Next, the House of Corrections also serves as a workplace for more than 300 correctional officers. How 
can we expect to secure the best and the brightest for these jobs working under these unsafe conditions 
-   and they were unsafe, let me tell you. And how can we expect truly to rehabilitating incarcerated if 
they are condemned to deplorable conditions.  

Third, others have noted that we should explore finding an industrial tenant for that particular featured 
property rather than building a replacement prison there. To be clear, no other member of City Council 
has been a stronger advocate for development of Northeast Philadelphia waterfront and the creation of 
manufacturing and industrial jobs than myself. But, there has not been an interest or any legal activity 
on this particular site in the last 20 years. There have been a few people operating illegally but not 
legally. However, the practical reality remains this parcel, the city of considering purchasing has been 
vacant again for more than 20 years. It is situated among the prisons, a waste treatment facility, 
scrapyard and an auto auction. If a tenant hasn't surface by now we have to acknowledge the 
efficiencies of replacing the prison within the same area instead of wasting another 20 years waiting for 
an industrial tenant.  

We could consolidate our services in one central area similar to how it is now, instead of building 
elsewhere in Philadelphia, duplicating the cost and wasting more resources at a much higher cost. By 
the way the last time Philadelphia build a prison, it was forced to do so by a Federal judge not only, not 
only were we removed from the decision and taking away from in and out of our hands but it have also 
removed the opportunity to manage the process and increases cost exponentially. By planning ahead 
now, we can prevent losing our voice in the matter.  



Philadelphia has already lost control over public schools to the commonwealth and I'm not comfortable 
with ceding control over our prisons to the Federal Government. Even if we were able to capitalize on 
the current efforts to reduce our prison population, we still must have a safe facility for the 
incarcerated. With that I like to open up the floor for any questions, as housekeeping reminder in order 
to put the... into the queue I need everybody to press star 3 and you will be connected to one of our 
operators. Again dial star 3 and you will put... be put into the queue to ask any question that's on your 
mind tonight. Again thank you and I'll begin with taking any callers at this time. 

SPEAKER: All right first question we've got Joyce. Joyce, you are live on the call. 

SPEAKER: Hi Joyce, how are you? Thanks for calling in. 

SPEAKER: I'm fine. I'm curious about the prison. I am aware that there's a limited care or limited at... for 
mild imprisonment I'm not coming up with the right root word for law offenders on state road but I 
don't know how far that major prison is that was shut down and I live at 8020 Ditman Street. I'm 
wondering how close I am to that? 

SPEAKER: Okay. I'm going to surrender that question over to our prison commissioner. 

SPEAKER: Good evening Joyce, how are you? Can you hear me? 

SPEAKER: Yes. I'm aware... I'm aware of the limited facility for low crime or minimal crime or what's 
coming from I think I'm talking about but I don't know about the homes for our prison that name the 
neighborhood and how much safety has put between that and the residence that live around there 
because I live... 

SPEAKER: Well... 

SPEAKER: Yes? 

SPEAKER: The Holmesburg prison is actually closed. So for the last couple of years we haven't used that 
to house any prisoners. Our main complex is located on State Road probably about a mile from your 
home and we have six facilities that house all custody level inmates from minimum and maximum 
where primarily the county jail for the city and county of Philadelphia. All of our facilities have contained 
perimeters that at the higher custody facilities have perimeter fences with razor wire. We have security 
patrols that monitor the grounds continuously and we can our inmates five times a day to determine 
whether or not anybody has bridged our site. 

SPEAKER: Okay. 

SPEAKER: And a property, the property sets back in a road it's over there on state road, it's off the 
street. It give me... in state road and the river? 

SPEAKER: I see, so they have plans to maybe become, make that become a prison again and then rebuild 
it. 

SPEAKER: No actually there's a property, just out of our current time-hold facility after property in 
question. It's adjacent to our current time-hold facility right next door. It set back from the street, it's 
not the riverfront well at least our proposed you know, our proposed replacement would not be on the 
riverfront. And it will be right up against our existing complex. So our three quarters will be a mile away 
from the neighborhood. 



SPEAKER: That's pretty close. I get the robocalls about suspicious activity here, there what you know, 
police district and some of the neighbors talked about escapes I know would they do have that siren and 
stuff that sounds on Friday. 

SPEAKER: Yeah. The siren that sounds on Friday is simply our test. At the request of the... we had that 
siren years ago and so sometimes as we deactivate it, I work with the community requested that we 
reinstall it which we did and then every first Friday of the month we tested just to make sure it's in good 
working order. 

SPEAKER: Okay. So what do you say with their planning would make it safer for the residence? 

SPEAKER: I don't think it would increase the risk to any residence. I think we run it like the rest of our 
facilities. We have safe facilities you know, this would be a more modern and secure facility than one 
we're talking about. The old facility does not have modern security features. It lacks of perimeter alarm. 
It lacks a video surveillance which we have on our newer facilities and they would... take care of facility 
safe. 

SPEAKER: Okay, cause I like to feel safe in my own home when I'm here. 

SPEAKER: So we believe you are, we believe you are Joyce. 

SPEAKER: Okay. 

SPEAKER: ...for your question. 

SPEAKER: Our next talk, we've got Nadia. Nadia you are live on the call. 

SPEAKER: Hi Nadia, can you hear us? 

SPEAKER: Yes. 

SPEAKER: Okay. Hi Nadia. Your question? 

SPEAKER: Do you have my... I will. I've got a couple but the first one is has it been considered to acquire 
the property by eminent domain and if not why not? 

SPEAKER: Hi Nadia, this is Michael Resnick, I'm the Director of Public Safety for this city. Eminent domain 
does not mean that we get the property for free. We still have to pay at fair market value for the 
property. And eminent domain has usually used when a governmental entity wants to take private 
property for a public purpose and that owner of that property is not interested in selling it to the 
government allegedly. In this case we have a seller in honor of the property who is interested in selling 
us the property and you know, we're getting the property at what we've considered to be at fair rate. So 
there's no reason to go to the lengthy legal process of eminent domain to acquire a property that a, the 
seller wants to sell to us and b, we have the money to buy it and under eminent domain we would still 
have to pay fair market value for it. We don't get it for free under eminent domain. 

SPEAKER: Sure yeah. I understand that. Who suggested that piece of property for this project? 

SPEAKER: Well actually the prison, just to look at several pieces of property and they decided that this 
one was the best fit considering the fact that it was not out in the neighborhood, it was continuous to 
the current prison complex office state road, it's adjacent to CFCF the current Curran-Fromhold 
Correctional facility so that make operation a whole lot easier in terms of movement of inmate back and 



forth, movement of supplies, food, transfer inmate for medical purposes so several parcels will look that 
this one was determine by location could be the back. 

SPEAKER: Okay as some people like the man who spoke on City Council last week and he said that 
supposedly that the land may not be appropriate even if the location is good, the structure of the land 
or the fact that it's cropped up on pierce in some parts or whatever. 

SPEAKER: The Council endorsement only authorizes the law department and public property to begin 
the process of negotiating with the owner. We have a year to do due diligence to see whether or not it's 
environmentally sound, the property would support a building of the sides and dimension that we're 
looking at so you know, the bill only allows us, only authorizes us to start exploring it to whether or not 
we would exercise our right to purchase it. I believe that would be next year, next July. So that's all the 
bill so we still have a lot of time to investigate all these concerns.  

SPEAKER: So one real quick one, do you a part of discovery will it be... well leave it to find out who 
actually owns it not just the corporation name or whatever but who are these people who stands a 
benefit from my tax dollars. 

SPEAKER: Of course, we'll be spending public money so you know we'll find all the details out about the 
transaction. Thanks for your call... 

SPEAKER: All right. 

SPEAKER: Thank you. 

SPEAKER: Our next, we've got Steven. Steven you're live on the call. 

SPEAKER: Hey, how you doing? Listen, I've been listening to these things and I've been living in the 
Mayfair area where it's a 7400 of Torresdale Avenue and when I moved into this neighborhood in 1979, I 
knew there was a prison area up here and I felt secure as long as criminals are behind the bars and 
behind the walls I felt secure. I live right down the street from Holmesburg Prison. The point I'm trying 
to say is why not get it done? I feel secure. I live in this area for so long when you moved into this area, 
you knew the prisoner's area a hundred years ago, they've build this prisons outside the city limits. 
Number 1, the city was smaller so it's always been there and so why are you... why are the people 
objecting to this because it's a no river view. I live up there I just seem to knew walkway if they put it in 
front of the waterworks up from the police academy and everything it's not on the river. They give no 
school walk and then you have to go with the Linden Avenue to see all these things. To buy this land 
years ago I remember Joan Krajewski who's a Democrat and of course I'm a Republican, and I will tell 
you that with no disrespect for any party at all but I remember when she took down the Dodge Steel 
right on the side of Tacony-Palmyra Bridge, there was a promises to building a mall and everything like 
that. I know if you go up farther on the waterfront you will notice where the old military (PX?) was right 
where they're doing construction now next to Saint Tims, they are both in vacant lots. Now they've 
opened primarily and if you want to do anything with the river it's there but do I object to having 
something on the riverfront? No, it's always been a prison district. Any replied to that? 

SPEAKER: Well Steven, this is Bobby Henon... 

SPEAKER: How you doing Bob? 

 



SPEAKER: I'm fine. Thank you for asking. 

SPEAKER: I'm little older you remember I've been here for a long time and I'm... knowing you grow well 
not knowing you but I've heard you grow up to politics in this area. So do you understand what I'm 
saying? Going back to Joan Krajewski so you know, what I'm talking about a little bit here. Any reply to... 
am I talking nonsense here or anything like that? 

SPEAKER: No, I think you're being impractical and for the city and I appreciate that. I mean, you know, 
what we're doing is taking a look at starting the discussion all right, so we could be responsible, instead 
of the Federal Government you know, mandating us to do things you know, we are the city of first class, 
the fifth largest city municipality... 

SPEAKER: Yeah, absolutely. 

SPEAKER: We're supposed to keep the government moving and try to be politically and physically 
responsible so this is a start of trying to be responsible and to save the city millions of millions of dollars 
in spending, in keeping our government moving and... while reducing our population in our prison 
system. This is just the start of an authorization as part of the city charter and technical by nature. So 
this will be an ongoing discussion, the community will be involved with this as it. So I appreciate your call 
and you know, it's an uncomfortable conversation that we are having but we have to have it.  

SPEAKER: I know... I understand that. Can I issue one other question? You have this building that has 
corrections which is 88-years old and then you have the other one on Torresdale Avenue the 
Holmesburg Prison which I will... just road-by coming from the Ashburner in so you know where that is. 
Is there anyway of refurbishing them? You know, like you got the walls or you do, I see people taking old 
factories and the people makes it, let's make millions and let's make this some with condominiums and 
stores underneath and stuff like that. These are facilities, these walls are thick. I mean they're there and 
if facility is there, is there anyway of you know, (??) and just start it from scratch? 

SPEAKER: Well Steven, this is Commissioner Giorla. At this point in time, we haven't gotten any 
commercial interest in the property but one of the things we're hoping to do by this House of 
Corrections replacement is to eliminate the need for us to use Holmesburg Prison. 

SPEAKER: Okay. 

SPEAKER: So we could vacate the site and you know, whatever commercial or community or other 
purpose they could be put to, the city and the community would be free to do that. 

SPEAKER: Yeah, well I just... as you look for Eastern State Penitentiary you know, they make it for 
Halloween and everything like that and then you go to Holmesburg Prison and they move it from movie 
so it's... or anything like that but they're just temporary things that make a few bucks for the city. If you 
can use the facility to do something or if you have to relocate prisoners or so I understand there's 
trailers there I got by it every day but and I understand utilize in the prison and I now understand they're 
using it for training facilities. But is there any way in the long future that I'll be longing and go on 
whatever happens to use it for something like that. 

SPEAKER: Well, I would hope though but you know... 

SPEAKER: I like that word hopeful. 

 



SPEAKER: Also, I'm staying cause as of right now, there are no plans, I would tell you if there were but I 
would hope that someone would express interest in using either the entire site or the interior of the site 
which is... 

SPEAKER: Yeah. Yeah. Yeah cause it's just there, it's just an eye... I don't want to see it being eyesore 
cause it's valuable property. I mean it's right on the side of 95 if they won't use it, it's just dead space if 
they wouldn't use it. 

SPEAKER: Thank you sir.  

SPEAKER: All right. Well thank you for hearing me. 

SPEAKER: All right. For those who are on the line, please dial star 3 to be connected into the queue so 
you can ask your question if you have one.  

SPEAKER: Mary. Mary you're live on the call. 

SPEAKER: Yes. Yes. I am, my question may have already been answered but I'd like a little bit of clarity 
because I didn't hear it real well if it was addressed. What number of prisoners increased? That's one 
and the second part is would that include serious felon? 

SPEAKER: Good evening Mary. Commissioner Giorla. The number of prisoners would not increase. 

SPEAKER: Okay. 

SPEAKER: Stands right now our population has come down over the last several years. 

SPEAKER: Okay. 

SPEAKER: When I was voted as Commissioner in 2008 the population was at 9,300, it rose significantly to 
nearly 10,000 in the following year. Since that time it has declined and it's somewhat declined a lot, rose 
a little and declined again. Today, I'm happy to report that we are at 8,000 instead of 9,000 and we're 
making significant efforts with the other justice partners in the city. The DA, the courts, the Public 
Defenders, the police and City Council as well to reduce our prison population. Now our... this can site 
along State Road calls everyone who can't make bail or is on a parole probation violation in the City of 
Philadelphia. So the offense is ranged from retail thief all the way up to including murder and multiple 
murder. 

SPEAKER: Okay. So there are some more serious crimes... 

SPEAKER: Right. 

SPEAKER: ...but if they haven't made bail. 

SPEAKER: Right. And there is... 

SPEAKER: Normally, would they be move out of the city to like... it's called Graterford, the one 
supposedly maximum? 

SPEAKER: Yes. Serious offenders... 

 



SPEAKER: Normally they would go somewhere else? 

SPEAKER: When serious offenders have found guilty they are usually given sentences of two years or 
more. Two years or more is what's called the state sentence and we transfer them to state facilities such 
as Graterford, Western State, Frackville other state correctional institutions overtime there. 

SPEAKER: Okay. Now, that was part of the question. I'd rather... any other facilities in the Philadelphia 
area other than what's at State Road. 

SPEAKER: Prison facilities? 

SPEAKER: For prisons, are there any other in the city or near the city other than what's on State Road? 

SPEAKER: Well there are private correctional facilities elsewhere in the city and I don't know all of where 
exactly where they're located. All of the prisons does have a site in North Philadelphia on 17th in 
Cambria we... that's our only community placement at this point. 

SPEAKER: I see. Okay. Well the information is good and I appreciate that. That pretty much covers what I 
had in mind. I'll just... 

SPEAKER: Well Mary... 

SPEAKER: ...stay on and listen. 

SPEAKER: You bet and thank you for your call. 

SPEAKER: Next we have Miller. Miller you're live on the call. 

SPEAKER: Miller, hi how are you? You're live. 

SPEAKER: Yes sir. The 7777th State Road, are the property taxes paid up-to-date on that? 

SPEAKER: Miller, this is Commissioner Giorla that will be part of our intention if there was a transaction, 
the city would not move into an agreement on sale until that issue was resolved. 

SPEAKER: No assuming there are property taxes supposed to be paid on that if the city buy it, we lose 
that income from this property taxes, right? 

SPEAKER: If the city owns the land, yes, the city doesn't pay property tax. 

SPEAKER: Right, so we would lose income... 

SPEAKER: Okay. I read your article against this proposal and I read Bobby Henon's article today for it and 
I'm looking at Google Earth and I'm seeing where it is. It does seem like the most reasonable place to put 
it so because I don't really object to it but I don't like losing the property tax income from it. 

SPEAKER: Excuse me Miller. This is Bobby Henon, we're not going to lose any property tax on this. We 
will secure and gain all of the transfer tax as a result of the sale. If the sale move forward that is all 
through the due diligence in the letter of the authentic purchase so whatever is owe to the city, it will be 
a part of the purchase price if we... if the city choose it to move forward. Also remember there's a water 
department runoff water tax but we all pay, hope they're paying it too. 

 



SPEAKER: You are absolutely correct. Right now, the land is vacant. It's been vacant for 20 years, only 
activity in the last 20 years is those  illegally operating on the site so, legitimate business will have to pay 
and adhere to the new stormwater runoff even if it is a city purchase, all right, the city would have to 
comply with the city regulations for the stormwater runoff. 

SPEAKER: If it's vacant right now they supposed to be paying this runoff tax, right? 

SPEAKER: Well, right now it's a little complicated because the bank owns it? And we're trying to we're 
trying to acquire it we're at least to you know, authorized the attempt to purchase so you know, through 
the due diligence... if there's any outstanding taxes and the transfer tax will be paid in full. 

SPEAKER: Okay. Thank you. 

SPEAKER: Thank you. 

SPEAKER: And next we've got Michael. Michael, you're live on the call. 

SPEAKER: Hello Michael, you're live on the call. Welcome. Michael, can you hear me? Michael? 

SPEAKER: (??) never got. 

SPEAKER: James, you're live on the call. 

SPEAKER: Hello James. 

SPEAKER: I have several questions, are you... were you informed to what I was about to ask or shall I go 
over them again? 

SPEAKER: No, I think you should ask… 

SPEAKER: I see. I see, all right. All right, here's the questions I have and I happened to live in the area. 
First of all, what I don't know is where the proposed new prison site is supposed to be located? I don't 
know that. I came in late on the conversation. 

SPEAKER: All right, so I can answer that. It's 7777 State Road which is basically you're on and State Road 
towards the river end. It is adjacent to the Correctional Complex that we have with the six other prisons 
and what we're proposing is authorizing the city to enter and attempt the purchase agreement with the 
owner of this piece of land. It's adjacent to the existing prison and if the... if we decide to move 
forward... if the city decide to move forward it would be a replacement prison, we're not adding a new 
prison. All right, we will be replacing the House of Correction which was built in 1874. It's in deplorable 
conditions and it is through their master plan and site that they have identified would be the most 
physically responsible and appropriate site for a replacement of House of Corrections. 

SPEAKER: So I got it straight. If you go down Rhawn Street and you stop at State Road, it would be pretty 
much directly in front of you. South of the existing House of Correction, is that true? 

SPEAKER: That is absolutely correct. You... 

SPEAKER: All right. Now I know from years passed that site was the home of the indigent. I'm not going 
back a long way. Is that the same property or is that property still exists? 

 



SPEAKER: Okay. It's just south of that across the road. 

SPEAKER: Okay. So okay, cause I know there was a road cause I think... 

SPEAKER: Yeah. 

SPEAKER: ...there's a light there now, you go down the road towards the river. On the left was the House 
of Correction which you're talking about and on the right was the home of the indigent. 

SPEAKER: You were correct James. You go straight down that road, all right, adjacent to the complex on 
the right hand side is the parcel land which we're talking about. 

SPEAKER: Okay. So that's someone probably bought that property cause I see a home of the indigent 
does not exist anymore. I never paid how much attention, I just knew there were buildings there or 
whatever. All right now, the other thing, the facility is to replace the House of the Correction, is that 
true? 

SPEAKER: Yeah. 

SPEAKER: Now... 

SPEAKER: Go ahead. 

SPEAKER: ...to replace it, yes. 

SPEAKER: Okay. Now from what I remember of that facility it was only for short-term people for like 
assault you know, just a non-violent type of... and non-support and you know, minor things, is this going 
to... is this what the facility... the new facility is going to be using for that purpose or are these going to 
be you know, more serious criminals? 

SPEAKER: James this is Prisons Commissioner Giorla. The existing inmates were in the current House of 
Correction there... we don't classify them by offense, it's by our security classification custody level. 
Those are minimum and low-mediums what we call low-mediums. They are what you would consider 
a... there are some crimes or violence but low-level offenders and our intent is to replace this with a 
facility to house those said people. So the people house in the new facility would not change when the 
people are house in a facility we're going to replace. 

SPEAKER: Okay. Well I thought that's what the Fromhold was built to accommodate the... you know, 
pretty much, the general population of criminals of you know, of various crimes. 

SPEAKER: So we dohave two-closed custody or what you would know is maximum security facilities, 
that's Curran-Fromhold and the Philadelphia Industrial Correctional Center. 

SPEAKER: Okay. Well I do know, I'm a... I mean when you take a look at the two facility and the 
Fromhold, it's barb-wired, double wire fence so it's looks you know, it looks pretty secure. Okay but 
when you take a look at the House of Correction it just look like a... you know, a regular chain-link fence 
from what I remember. 

SPEAKER: Yeah, it's a chain-link fence with the double run chain-link fence with razor wire at the top of 
the fence. 

 



SPEAKER: That's the existing of House of Correction? 

SPEAKER: Correct. 

SPEAKER: Cause you know, like I was telling the girl on the phone. I mean, I played ball down there and 
I... in the Pal our coach (Joe Michalski?) 27th district but anyway, he used to take us all over his place. 
We played ball inside those places so I'm familiar and I'm going back into 1951. Okay, so you know, I'm 
familiar with the interior as well as the exterior and we also play at Holmesburg Prison. Now this is 
supposed to be a secure... a... something the House... you know, the more serious type of criminal. My 
next question would be why not got the inside of Holmesburg Prison, you've already got the walls in 
place, you just got that up taken because what usually goes inside of a prison, with the electrical system, 
the plumbing and all that kind of stuff and you've already probably got electrical (lodge?) going in there, 
plumbing (lodge?) going in there why not just get that and use that facility instead of just letting it sit 
there unused? 

SPEAKER: Well, there's a couple reasons. First of all the utilities that feed that facility are antiquated, 
they would have to be totally replaced. The interior of the prison is old, is very old construction. There 
may be substances that need to be abated like lead paint, asbestos or other substances that we don't 
cover in the demolition. Another thing is for us, the ability to have our entire operation consolidated 
on... in the state road complex would be a great convenience. And you know, one of the interest we 
took into consideration is the local neighborhood surrounding Holmesburg. We don't want to create 
additional congestion or burden at neighborhood in the residential area with another facility. 

SPEAKER: Okay. So okay, I got your answer on that. So now, what are you going to do with the old House 
of Correction? The same thing you're doing with Holmesburg, you just leave it there? 

SPEAKER: Now we want to replace it and then as soon as we can move out, we want to demolish it. 

SPEAKER: Okay. So it's okay to demolish the House of Correction but it ain't okay to demolish the 
interior of Holmesburg? No, I don't get it. 

SPEAKER: At this point the House of Correction is on our site and under our control. Holmesburg is 
located in the neighborhood and before we have a purpose and by that I mean, if we demolish it some 
other type of use that we would create there. I would want to do one and then the other. 

SPEAKER: Well I'm not saying use it for some other purpose. You've got a wall around there and I'm 
saying just got the interior. Just got the whole interior, smash it all down then replace it inside instead of 
purchasing new ground and then... and you know, and then you... what you're doing is you're leaving 
unusable property in your wake. 

SPEAKER: What we can do if we demolish the inside of Holmesburg, we put a new facility in there. It 
would be twice the size of the old Holmesburg. It would have the house twice as many inmates as the 
old Holmesburg. It would create parking, visiting, deliveries it would create a lot of congestion in the 
neighborhood there 

SPEAKER: Well I can... I think you're right on that. 

SPEAKER: Right and... 

 



SPEAKER: That's part of what I could see it. It just seems like you know, that you give up one and bought 
something out then what's left behind, what is going to happen to it? I mean how long is Holmesburg 
been vacant and nothing has been done with it and nobody... you're not going to pay and knock the 
walls down there. It's going to be there forever. 

SPEAKER: It's been vacant for the most part of 15 years. 

SPEAKER: 15 years? Yeah. Cause I live in the neighborhood all my life. You know, and Holmesburg 
doesn't... again, the prison itself doesn't bother me, I can understand the traffic, that would be a 
problem but you know, it's just too seems like that when you know, when the building that you're going 
to build I mean you know, that's going to get all too. So I'd rather see something that's already in place 
renovated than to just keep giving up, leaving it there and hope that somebody comes along and uses it, 
just keep buying new properties but anyway, that's my opinion and I'll let it go with that. I don't know 
whether I added anything to this conversation but you know, they were my thoughts. 

SPEAKER: This is Bobby Henon and that's what the Commissioner had said, yes, you know, with all of the 
guidance in replace inside the Holmesburg to accommodate the type of population with the support you 
know, and other types of accommodations that are necessary.  

So but James, listen, I appreciate you're taking the time out to enter this discussion because you have 
and for everybody, I want to thank you all for calling. I want to thank you, the Commissioner and our 
Deputy Mayor for public safety who'd joined us and hopefully answer the questions that the callers had 
and those who were listening, looks like we have cycled through all the questions so we're going to wrap 
up a little bit earlier. All right but the conversations will continue and anyone has more questions 
regarding this, please call my office at 215-686-3444 and I want to thank you all so much for taking a 
time out and enter this discussion with us. Have a good evening everybody. Be safe. 


