
SOS GREEN SPACES 
TEC goes on the offensive: shocked by the sheer speed of the destruction of Sydney’s parks and bushland areas as the state 
government rams through new infrastructure and housing development, TEC sounds the alert.  The government responds 
with an aspirational green spaces policy to improve the city’s landscape. But this does nothing to stop clearing already taking 
place. TEC revitalises the idea of an Upper Georges River National Park, first put forward in 1988 by NPA Macarthur.

TEC attends the Appin Koala Summit. Saul presents a proposal for the Georges 
River Koala National Park, and the Koala Blue-Green Grid. 

Koala lovers celebrate at the Kurrajong Koala Festival and the Koala 
Picnic Day at Appin. TEC attends and promotes the Save Sydney’s Koalas 

campaign.  

TEC stalks the corridors of power: we hold meetings in state parliament to 
advocate for our plan. 

TEC raises deep concerns about the absurd bio-banking proposal for Mount 
Gilead which double counts an existing reserve as an offset.  We contact federal

government about the breach of offset rules. The Wilton Koala Petition is debated in state 
parliament.

Cause for Hope! State Opposition Leader, Luke Foley announces support for the 
4,000ha Georges River Koala National Park. 

TEC’s efforts bear more fruit: Luke Foley and 
Penny Sharpe add the Two Rivers 

Koala National Park to their policy commitments. No 
response yet from the government.

We remain on high alert! Although NSW
Environment Minister, Gabrielle Upton announces 

$20m to buy koala land across the state, little or none will be 
accorded to Sydney’s koalas.  Our campaign continues.

TEC attends state parliament with: Wollondilly Council to
deliver 13,000 signatures to local MP, Jai Rowell, from people 

against the rezoning of South East Wilton. 

discuss the crisis regarding the future of Sydney’s koalas. In 
complementary talks with Wollondilly Council, TEC urges council to ‘stand 
up for nature’ by appealing against the Department of Planning’s rezoning 
proposal for Allen’s Creek where Xhondo a 3 year old female koala lives. 
The council appeals the rezoning decision in the Land and Environment 
Court the next day. 

TEC supports: the Campbelltown Save our Koala Rally 
attended by hundreds of supporters and a distinguished array 

of speakers.  

Saul addresses Campbelltown Council:  the pro-development 
council votes on the subdivision of Gilead, a crucial east/west 

corridor linking the Georges and Nepean Rivers. The Mayor delivers the 
‘quote of the night’ when he says he cares "more about kids than koalas". 
TEC and local wildlife activists are galvanised by the shallowness of this 
action and vow to fight harder for Sydney’s koalas.

TEC connects up with the International Fund for Animal 
Welfare: this gives the Save Sydney’s Koalas campaign 

international reach. 
Campbelltown Council advertises the Gilead 
Lendlease Development Application, omitting the 

Statement of Environmental Effects (SoEE), and providing only one hard 
copy for public inspection, it contravenes the state planning law.  TEC 
wastes no time working with local conservationists on the Upper Georges 
River National Park.

TEC advocates solutions: frustrated when the government’s Koala 
Roundtable for greater Macarthur ends up in the deepfreeze through 

government inaction, TEC demands a development framework that will put wildlife 
first. Working with local ecologists and environmentalists, we advocate for a koala 
“blue-green grid” to save the species and their habitat. The Georges River Koala 
Network is established. 

TEC agitates for action: Wollondilly Council reject a massive rezoning 
proposal on their doorstep and in critical koal habitat.
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OUR LAST CHANCE

Saving Sydney’s remaining bushland with its precious 
plants and animals has been one of TEC’s major 
objectives for more than 30 years. We’re proud to have 
been instrumental in preserving so much of our natural 
heritage. 
But we still have a massive challenge ahead,  not least 
saving Sydney’s koalas. 
We’ve now arrived at the last chance for Sydney’s 
koalas to survive on the edge of our rapidly expanding 
city. 
Without the concerted effort of community and 
government, the extinction of our national icon will 
happen on our watch. We are determined, and we know 
you are too, not to sit by and allow this to happen.
Here’s what we have done so far, by building on your 
support, liaising with our allies and mobilising the 
community. Just what TEC does best.
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