
 

DRAFT MARINE PLASTIC POLLUTION THREAT 
ABATEMENT PLAN
Iteration 1 – 1/7/2016

The starting point for our community owned Threat Abatement Plan (TAP) to reduce Marine Plastic
Pollution (MPP), should obviously adopt many of the recent recommendations from the recent 
Senate Inquiry. 

We have chosen to focus on 4 broad aspects of these recommendations, but modified to reflect a 
SMART (Specific, Measurable, Time Bound and Action Orientated) Criteria so that they can be 
used to evaluate future government policy and industry action. We expect that over the coming 
months a suite of new aspects will be added to the TAP and that these initial actions will also be 
expanded upon. 

NB Given these items have been reviewed via the Senate Inquiry and recommended for Australian
Government action, we haven’t outlined the evidence supporting them, but are happy to do so 
should anyone require more information. Click here to send us an email. 

The initial aspects of the plan are:

1. Aim and Objective

The aim of this TAP is to develop an effective and coordinated national approach to 
ensure that MPP does not have a significant harmful impact on marine life and the food 
chain found in Australian waters.

The primary objective of the TAP is to ensure that 70% of all plastics with the potential to 
enter the marine environment are eliminated.

In order to ensure that the damage to the marine environment, sea life and threats to 
human health are averted, the need for significant action is urgent and implemented by 
2020 at the latest. 

2. Leadership

2.1The Australian Government must deliver a revised, strengthened and effective MPP
TAP with specific milestones and hard targets adopted by the end of 2017.  The 
TAP should be sufficient to eliminate at least 70% of plastic with the potential of 
reaching the marine environment. 

2.2State or the federal governments should place MPP on the COAG Agenda for the 
first meeting in 2017 and describe the key priorities they expect to be outlined within
the revised national MPP TAP.

2.3MPP should be a priority for all state, territory and federal governments. 
Accordingly, MPP should become a permanent standing item for discussion at a 
meeting of environment ministers at least twice each year. 

2.4A working group, under the auspices of the meeting of environment ministers, be 
established by the beginning of 2017 to address specific matters related to MPP 
and to discuss progress of the TAP on a quarterly basis. 

http://www.boomerangalliance.org.au/contact_us


3. Research Funding and Support

3.1By July 2017, the Australian Government will provide at least $5million p.a. for a 
minimum of 5 years in funding and active cross-departmental support research 
covering: 

A/ the effects of marine plastic pollution in Australian waters, including: 

 the extent of marine plastic pollution; 

 the sources of marine plastic pollution; 

 the effects at the population level; and 

 the effects on ecosystems particularly in the Great Barrier Reef.

B/ the threat posed by microplastic pollution, including research to: 

 identify the extent of microplastic pollution; 

 evaluate the effects of microplastic pollution on marine fauna; 

 evaluate the effects of microplastic pollution on ecosystems; and 

 identify mitigation measures. AND

C/ the threat posed by marine plastic pollution, particularly microplastic, on human health.

3.2State and Territory Governments should (jointly) match Federal Government 
Research funding on a dollar for dollar basis. 

3.3The Australian Packaging Covenant Industry Association and key APC Industry 
Associations with material interests in the plastic production and consumption cycle 
PACIA, the AFGC, ACOR, Packaging Council of Australia should match the Federal
Government Research funding for grants to seek innovative solutions to mitigate 
plastic pollution, eliminate marine plastic litter, and explore alternatives to plastic 
packaging. 

3.4Australian Governments should work closely with Clean Up Australia, Tangaroa 
Blue and CSIRO amongst others to establish a national marine plastic pollution 
database by July 2017 to identify and track plastic litter, marine debris and 
microplastics along our shores and waters. 

4. Product Stewardship

4.1An effective TAP will include specific product stewardship mechanisms that can 
address those plastics that are most evident within the marine environment and/or 
identified as impacting marine life. Specific product stewardship activities should 
require:

 All Australian states and territories to have commenced Container Deposit Systems 
before the end of 2020.

 A ban on all single use plastic bags.

 A ban on the importation or production of personal care, cosmetic and household 
cleaning products containing microbeads.
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 The Australian Packaging Covenant develop programs to target the reduction of 
plastic packaging and funding to explore alternatives.

5. Ghost Nets and Commercial Fishing Gear

5.1The Australian Government immediately reinstate funding for GhostNets Australia to
allow it to continue its work to identify and retrieve ghost nets.

5.2The Australian Government should provide active support and funding for:

  CSIRO research to identify the extent of ghost nets in Australian waters, and to 
identify means to prevent the loss of fishing gear;

  the development of innovative technologies for the tagging of fishing gear and 
support the introduction of these technologies by the Australian-based fishing 
industry, and by fishing industries in regional countries;

 undertaking a review of current Commonwealth arrangements to detect and 
remove ghost nets; 

 developing a nationally consistent strategy through the meeting of environment 
ministers working group to ensure that ghost nets are collected in a timely 
manner in the Australian Fishing Zone, and coastal waters.
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