
• Labor will invest $50 million to plant 2 million trees across greater Sydney over the next 
four years.

• Labor will plant a total of 6 million trees across greater Sydney by 2030.

• Labor’s plan for more trees will help create green spaces and great places. 

Labor’s vision for the environment

1 Environmental Panel Advisory Paper for the Greater Sydney Commission, Total Environment Centre, November 2016

In 2016, a panel of community organisations, 
professional bodies and academics came 
together to develop an environmental vision 
for Sydney. 

This process was led by the Total 
Environment Centre, and in November 2016 
it produced a comprehensive report to the 
Greater Sydney Commission.1

Unfortunately, the principles contained in this 
comprehensive report have been ignored by 
the Liberals and Nationals. 

Labor endorses these principles, and we 
will extend them to guide our vision for the 
environment across NSW.

Labor will implement policies which:

• Value the unique environmental landscape 
and biodiversity of NSW; 

• Ensure all citizens can enjoy the unique 
environmental landscape and biodiversity 
of NSW;

• Create a healthy state with clean air and 
water;

• Deliver green open space and tree cover;

• Provide widespread opportunities for 
relaxation and exercise;

• Promote resource efficiency;

• Minimise the environmental impacts of 
water and energy supply;

• Minimise the environmental impacts of 
the disposal of solid, liquid and gaseous 
waste;

• Ensure NSW is resilient and able to cope 
with extreme events; and

• Ensure the people of NSW know and 
values our history.
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Labor’s plan for green spaces and great places



Sydney needs more trees 
Trees are an important part of the urban 
environment. An effective tree canopy helps 
to:

• Create enjoyable public spaces;

• Support native wildlife;

• Improve air quality and the health of 
waterways;

• Cool temperatures and prevent urban 
“heat islands”;2 and

• Increase property values in 
neighborhoods by up to $50,000.3 

Sydney’s tree canopy is limited and unevenly 
distributed:

• On average, only 17 per cent of greater 
Sydney is covered by trees;4 

• Sydney’s North Shore tends to enjoy tree 
canopy cover of 40 per cent or more;5  
and

• Communities throughout Western Sydney 
have a poor tree canopy cover 20 percent 
or less.6 

2 Greater Sydney Region Plan 2018, Greater Sydney Commission, March 2018, p. 164
3 Greater Sydney Region Plan 2018, Greater Sydney Commission, March 2018, p. 164
4 Greater Sydney Region Plan 2018, Greater Sydney Commission, March 2018, p. 165
5 Greater Sydney Region Plan 2018, Greater Sydney Commission, March 2018, p. 165
6 Greater Sydney Region Plan 2018, Greater Sydney Commission, March 2018, p. 165
7 Greater Sydney Region Plan 2018, Greater Sydney Commission, March 2018, p. 165

 

 

            Greater Sydney tree canopy cover as at 20117
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Labor will create green spaces and great places.
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Labor will plant 6 million trees by 2030 

Labor will invest $50 million over the next 
four years to deliver more green spaces 
across greater Sydney.

Labor’s investment will fund programs that 
assist local governments, state government 
agencies, community organisations and 
private land holders to restore and enhance 
green spaces.

Labor’s investment will fund programs 
including:

• Tree planting and preservation; 

• Planning to protect trees and enhance the 
tree canopy; and

• Land acquisition for environmental, social 
and recreational uses.

Labor will target our investment toward 
Western Sydney and other areas which 
currently have poor tree cover.

Labor’s investment will allow more than 
500,000 trees to be planted each year. In 
total, Labor will plant 6 million trees across 
greater Sydney by 2030.

Labor will strengthen environmental 
protections 

Labor will review the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) to:

• Ensure it is providing adequate protection 
for our environment; and

• Fully recognise the benefits to the 
community which come from green 
spaces, trees, healthy waterways and local 
heritage.

Labor will create a public inventory of 
environmental assets

Labor will create a publicly available 
inventory of environmental assets. This 
inventory will help to protect existing assets 
and guide the development of more green 
spaces.

The inventory will include:

• Bushlands;

• Parks;

• Golf courses;

• Street trees;

• Streetscapes;

• Walking and cycling transport corridors;

• Urban agriculture; and

• Green roofs and green walls.

The inventory will be made publicly available 
online as data files and maps. 

Labor will amend the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) to require 
consideration of the inventory for all planning 
decisions.
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