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REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 22, 2013

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 22, 2013

The Regular meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown was held in the Main Meeting Room in the Municipal Building.


PRESENT:
Mayor James Cann 

Deputy Mayor Jill Popko

Committeeman Stephen Benowitz

Committeeman Karl Feltes

Committeeman John Moynihan

Township Clerk Colleen Eckert


Attorney William J. Kearns, Jr.


Chief Financial Officer David Kocian


Chief of Police Frank M. Nucera, Jr.

ABSENT:  
Public Works Director Dean Buhrer

Mayor Cann called the meeting to order at approximately 7:35 p.m. and led a salute to the flag and a moment of silence.  He asked for a special observance to be given to those in Boston who have lost their lives.

Township Clerk Eckert read the following Open Public Meeting Announcement:


In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting was provided in the following manner:

On January 7, 2013, advance written notice of this meeting was posted on the bulletin board opposite the main entrance to the meeting room in the Municipal Building; was FAXED to the REGISTER NEWS, BURLINGTON COUNTY TIMES and THE TIMES; was filed with the Clerk of Bordentown Township; and was mailed to all persons who requested and paid for such notice.


The proceedings of this meeting, which are open to the public, are being electronically recorded.  Requisite minutes are kept for all meetings, whether open or closed to the public.

Mayor’s Proclamation for April 22, 2013, as Earth Day.  At this time, Mayor Cann read the Proclamation into the record.
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW


Township Clerk Eckert stated there are two additional resolutions: Resolution #2013-112-16 which is already listed as part of the consent agenda and Resolution #2013-112-16A is an addition.
CONSENT AGENDA

Resolution #2013-112-7 entitled APPROVING THE TRANSACTION OF ITEMS OF ROUTINE BUSINESS:  PAYMENT OF BILLS.

Resolution #2013-112-8 entitled APPROVING THE TRANSACTION OF ITEMS OF ROUTINE BUSINESS:  MINUTES OF MEETINGS, FILING OF REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE.

Resolution #2013-112-9 entitled RESOLUTION SUPPORTING S-1896/A-1503 SHARING THE BURDEN OF PROPERTY ASSESSMENT APPEAL REFUNDS.

Resolution #2013-112-10 entitled REFUND OF ESCROW BALANCE FOR DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION (ACME COMMONS).

Resolution #2013-112-11 entitled AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE YEAR 2012.

Resolution #2013-112-12 entitled APPROVE SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE TOWNSHIP OF FLORENCE FOR A CERTIFIED RECYCLING PROFESSIONAL (CRP).

Resolution #2013-112-13 entitled AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF A PUBLIC GATHERING PERMIT TO 130 CRABCO NJ, LLC, T/A CHICKIE’S & PETE’S.

Resolution #2013-112-14 entitled A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PREPARATION OF ESTIMATED TAX BILLS FOR THE YEAR OF 2013.

Resolution #2013-112-15 entitled RESOLUTION APPROVING PLANNING BOARD’S RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FINAL MAJOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL FOR PHASE III, OF THE SAAJ URBAN RENEWAL, LLC, REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT WITH RESPECT TO BLOCK 63, LOTS 1, 2, & 39 AND BLOCK 64, LOT 3.

Resolution #2013-112-16 entitled RESOLUTION ACCEPTING SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT WITH TRAVELERS CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY OF AMERICA FOR MEADOW RUN, PHASE 2, BOND.
Resolution #2013-112-16A entitled AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN A DEED TO TRANSFER LOTS 7 & 10 IN BLOCK 140 TO BORDENTOWN WATERFRONT COMMUNITY, LLC.

Township Committee review and discussion of Consent Agenda Items Resolutions #2013-112-7 through #2013-112-16A.

Resolution #2013-112-7.  Committeeman Benowitz, Committeeman Feltes, Deputy Mayor Popko, and Mayor Cann commented/asked questions about the Consent Agenda.

Resolution #2013-112-8.  Committeeman Feltes asked if the business licenses are reconciled from year to year.  Township Clerk Eckert responded yes.


Resolution #2013-112-9.  Committeeman Benowitz asked if Bordentown Township was one of the municipalities indicating that the 2010 appeals resulted from revaluation.  Mayor Cann responded that he didn’t think we definitively know if we were one of the ones that were considered that way.

Resolution #2013-112-12.  Committeeman Benowitz asked if it would be in the Township’s best interest to have a Certified Recycling Professional here or to stay with the shared services contract with Florence.  Mayor Cann said he thinks it’s a good idea to stay with the shared service; the Township is not required to expend any money and satisfies the eligibility requirement for the tonnage grant.

Resolution #2013-112-13.  Mayor Cann asked if there was extra police cost.  Police Chief Nucera responded that they have their own security.


Resolution #2013-112-14.  Committeeman Benowitz asked to provide another circle graph breaking down the local municipal purpose tax for the residents to be sent back with the tax bills.  This is already being done.

Resolution #2013-112-16.  Committeeman Benowitz asked if this will cover everything on the punch list at Meadow Run.  Mayor Cann responded that it will cover everything, but does not include Phase I which is still pending.

At this time, Committeeman Benowitz made a motion to open to the public for consent agenda items; seconded by Committeeman Moynihan.

AYE:
Committeeman Benowitz, Committeeman Feltes, Committeeman Moynihan, Deputy Mayor Popko, Mayor Cann 

NAY:
None

WALT KOSUL, 539 Route 206:  Mr. Kosul inquired about Resolution #2013-112-9.  He asked if the Township considered asking the school board if they support sharing the expenses to fight the tax appeals.

Seeing no further comments, Deputy Mayor Popko made a motion to close to the public; seconded by Committeeman Feltes.

AYE:
Committeeman Benowitz, Committeeman Feltes, Committeeman Moynihan, Deputy Mayor Popko, Mayor Cann 

NAY:
None


At this time, Deputy Mayor Popko made a motion to adopt the consent agenda; seconded by Committeeman Benowitz.


AYE:
Committeeman Benowitz, Committeeman Feltes with abstention to Resolution #2013-112-8 Meeting Minutes of March 25, 2013 and April 8, 2013, Committeeman Moynihan, Deputy Mayor Popko, Mayor Cann 

NAY:
None


Consideration of Introduction of Ordinance #2013-6 entitled ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 2.96 ENTITLED ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION, SECTION 2.96.020, COMPOSITION – APPOINTMENT, OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE.


At this time, Deputy Mayor Popko made a motion to introduce Ordinance #2013-6: seconded by Committeeman Benowitz.


AYE:
Committeeman Benowitz, Committeeman Feltes, Committeeman Moynihan, Deputy Mayor Popko, Mayor Cann 

NAY:
None


TOWNSHIP CLERK ECKERT:  The public hearing will be May 6th.


Consideration of Introduction of Ordinance #2013-7 entitled AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE #2012-7 ENTITLED AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH TITLES AND SALARY RANGES FOR PERMANENT AND PROVISIONAL EMPLOYEES.


At this time, Deputy Mayor Popko made a motion to introduce Ordinance #2013-7: seconded by Committeeman Feltes.


AYE:
Committeeman Benowitz, Committeeman Feltes, Committeeman Moynihan, Deputy Mayor Popko, Mayor Cann 

NAY:
None


TOWNSHIP CLERK ECKERT:  The public hearing will be May 6th.

Township Committee discussion of NJ FIT Program.


After discussion, the Township Committee authorized Mayor Cann to submit a letter.

At this time, Deputy Mayor Popko made a motion to authorize Mayor Cann to sign the NJ FIT program letter; seconded by Committeeman Feltes.


AYE:
Committeeman Benowitz, Committeeman Feltes, Committeeman Moynihan, Deputy Mayor Popko, Mayor Cann 

NAY:
None

Township Committee discussion of the draft Ordinance for the Economic Development Advisory Committee and the Goals and Direction of the EDAC.


Attorney Kearns will provide the draft ordinance at the next Township Committee meeting.  Mr. Benowitz read a statement regarding the economic development in the Township.  
Township Committee discussion of Sign Ordinance.


Committeeman Benowitz read a statement regarding updating of the sign ordinance which he and the local businesses believe is too restrictive.  The Township Committee discussed the topic.
At this time, Committeeman Benowitz made a motion to form a subcommittee to discuss the sign ordinance which will be comprised of the Mayor, additional Committee member, the Community Development Officer, Construction Official, member of the Planning Board, member of the Zoning Board, and the Chief of Police; seconded by Deputy Mayor Popko.

AYE:
Committeeman Benowitz, Committeeman Feltes, Committeeman Moynihan, Deputy Mayor Popko, Mayor Cann 

NAY:
None

Township Committee discussion regarding Streamlining Applications for the Planning Board.


Committeeman Benowitz said he proposes the same subcommittee as for the sign ordinance review to study this issue.  The applicants are already encouraged to have an informal discussion with the professionals before they submit the application.  Committeeman Benowitz said he may have jumped the gun since there is now a Community Development Director to assist the applicant.  The discussion item will be put on hold.
Township Committee discussion regarding the Proposed Donation of Additional Trees by the NJ Turnpike Authority.


Mayor Cann said that he and Attorney Kearns attended the closing for the acquisition of Dix Drive-In.  The N.J. Turnpike Authority is planning a massive tree planting plan for the fall.  Mayor Cann said that he wasn’t sure if they would be providing trees or dollars for trees.P.W. Director Dean Buhrer and Community Development Director, Brian Johnson will review the placement of the trees.  
Township Committee discussion regarding Terry Field.


Mayor Cann stated that he discussed putting in a gravel parking area in Terry Field.  His concern is the safety of the children.  A meeting was held at Constitution Park in Terry Field where approximately 28 community members attended.  There was strong opposition and a petition was submitted.  Mayor Can told the residents they (the Township) would take no action or construction. Their concerns and comments would be communicated to the Township Professionals.  This matter has been discussed in the past and at the Parks and Recreation Committee meeting.
Township Committee discussion regarding Township Administrator Position.


Deputy Mayor Popko said she resents the word, “Acting” Administrator, which has been used for the past three years.  Attorney Kearns stated that the “Acting” title is usually designated as a temporary situation when you are looking for a new administrator.  He added that the “Acting” title is being used because the Township Committee has not made a decision to appoint an Administrator.  Mayor Cann said there is no budget to change the situation this year, but an administrator’s position is highly likely next year.
Township Committee discussion of Zoning Variances and costs for same.


Deputy Mayor Popko stated there are problems with ordinances when businesses go for variances.  She specified an example where a variance was granted.  Attorney Kearns stated that new variances replace old ones, and they cannot go back to what was originally granted.  Deputy Mayor Popko will set up a meeting to discuss this business with Attorney Kearns, Community Development Director, Brian Johnson, and her.
Township Committee discussion of Solar Field Debt Service Obligations for Bordentown Regional School District.


Committeeman Moynihan said the School District’s Solar Referendum that brought the high school solar and ball fields passed in December 2009 after it was advertised as no tax impact.  Since 2010, SREC (Solar Renewable Energy Credits) Crisis, which were the funding mechanism for keeping the Township and the District tax payers whole, have dropped from $670 each to $105 each.  A $5.3 million shortfall is projected in SREC revenue over the lifetimes of those bonds.  He feels the School Board and Administration did not attempt to investigate how the inaccurate production estimates were created.  He proposes that the Township Committee create a resolution that requests that the Burlington County Office of Education investigate how the solar bond issue was formulated, and investigate if Township taxpayers have any recourse for recovery.  Bordentown City and Fieldsboro will also be notified to see if they want to be included.  Committeeman Feltes suggested that it might be better handled by the State Comptroller’s Office instead of Burlington County.  The resolution will be drafted by Attorney Kearns with information provided by Committeeman Moynihan, and submitted for approval at the next Township Committee meeting.  It will be sent to the State Comptroller with copies to the Department of Education and County Superintendent.

At this time, Committeeman Benowitz made a motion to create and send a resolution highlighting the concerns as outlined by Committeeman Moynihan about the Solar Field project; seconded by Committeeman Feltes.


AYE:
Committeeman Benowitz, Committeeman Feltes, Committeeman Moynihan, Deputy Mayor Popko, Mayor Cann 

NAY:
None

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS


COMMITTEEMAN BENOWITZ:  Committeeman Benowitz said he attended the Senior Citizen Meeting held on April 15, 2013.  He gave an update on events.

Committeeman Benowitz reported on what was discussed at the first Economic Development Advisory Committee (EDAC) meeting that was held on April 9, 2013.  

He attended the Sewerage Authority meeting where he read a prepared statement encouraging them to join the Township’s “business/commercial friendly attitude.”  


Committeeman Benowitz detailed the progress in the Public Works Department.


He attended the Northern Burlington Regional Chamber of Commerce Business Expo on April 17, 2013.  He recommended that the Township Committee get one table next year to promote the Township.

COMMITTEEMAN FELTES:  Committeeman Feltes stated he participated and received certification in the FEMA Emergency Management Institute.


In regard to music in the parks, he recommended a band that he heard perform at an outside event.  He will forward the information to Deputy Mayor Popko.

COMMITTEEMAN MOYNIHAN:  Committeeman Moynihan said the Bordentown Sewerage Authority met on April 15, 2013.  K. Johnson Urban Renewal’s balloon payment of $107K that was due on April 1, 2013 has been delayed until June 1, 2013 to be paid with interest.


He attended the Board of Education meeting on April 17, 2013.


There was a meeting with the N.J. Turnpike on April 19, 2013 with Community Development Director, Brian Johnson held with residents of Holloway Meadows regarding tree planting.


MAYOR CANN:  Mayor Cann stated there was also another meeting held with the N.J. Turnpike where the Township was approved for another 120’ of noise barrier buffering wall.  The N.J. Turnpike did not have any land, so the Township offered land to the N.J. Turnpike for tree planting.  Township Planner Jack Carman has prepared the plans and Community Development Director, Brian Johnson, will present the plans to Mr. Keller of the N.J. Turnpike.  Mayor Cann asked Police Chief Nucera to follow-up with the N.J. Turnpike to make sure they pay for Mr. Carman’s services.

In addition, there was discussion on the drainage from the detention basin and the need for a plan to repair it now before mosquito season begins.  Police Chief Nucera will follow-up on this.

DEPUTY MAYOR POPKO:  Deputy Mayor Popko said she also attended NEMS National Emergency Management Seminars here.


She was invited by the League of Women Voters to speak at Cherokee High School to encourage young women to take on leadership roles.


The Environmental Commission planted trees on Earth Day.  Paper Shredding Day is May 4, 2013.  The Community Garden planting will be May 11, 2013; harvested vegetables will go to the local food pantry at St. Mary’s and to TASK in Trenton.  They currently have accumulated 65 points out of 150 for Sustainable Jersey.

MAYOR CANN:  The certificate was received from Monmouth University for best municipal website for ease of use for Bordentown Township.


At the request of Ed Fox of Burlington County Planning Board, there was a meeting regarding the Southern Gateway/Town Center Redevelopment.  He reported on what was discussed at the meeting.  Ed fox will submit a final vision proposal in 30 days.  A joint meeting with the Planning Board and Township Committee will follow.


The Township received a Certificate of Sustainability from Use It Again which complemented the Township on 2012 recycling saving efforts.

There is a grant opportunity due May 31, 2013 for a Community Forestry Management Plan for $20,000.  He is forwarding to Director of Community Development, Brian Johnson and Township Planning, Jack Carman.

The N.J. Business and Industry Association is looking for nominees for their 2013 Awards for Excellence which are due May 3, 2013.

The footbridge at Bossert Park has been deemed unsafe and requested it be closed by the JIF.  The Township Engineer and Public Works Director are in the process of developing a plan for repair that will save the Township money and relieve us from a lot of DEP permitting obligations.  

The attorney for the N.J. Turnpike Authority was upset that the N.J. Turnpike Authority had been continuing to pay taxes on the land that they own.

The Grand Opening of the Burlington County Library will be April 28, 2013.  

A letter was received from D.R. Horton, Estates of Bordentown Crossing, where they received a N.J. Builders Association Award.  One of their models has received a best model home award.


PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  At this time, Committeeman Benowitz made a motion to open the meeting for public participation; seconded by Committeeman Feltes.

AYE:
Committeeman Benowitz, Committeeman Feltes, Committeeman Moynihan, Deputy Mayor Popko, Mayor Cann 

NAY:
None


EILEEN FARFALLA, (Address Indiscernible):  Ms. Farfalla inquired if there would be an increase in property taxes.  Mayor Cann responded that municipal taxes will be increased $64.33/average assessment of $239,000, $32 of which is dedicated to the revaluation and the lost tax appeals.  The increase this year is approximately 45% less than the increase from last year.  It is under the 2% CAP, but there are things that are exempt from the 2% CAP.  There was discussion that the Township does not control the school budget.  Mayor Cann explained the school district’s solar panel/SREC issue.  He also explained that the State has taken a lot of funding from the municipality.  There was also discussion of how the Township has been working with less employees.

DARCY HEBERLING, 3 West Constitution Drive:  Ms. Heberling thanked Mayor Cann, Committeeman Benowitz, and Police Chief Nucera for meeting with the residents on April 17, 2013 at Terry Field regarding the installation of a parking area.  She asked how long the matter would be tabled.  Mayor Cann responded that the Township may not do anything, but if the Parks and Recreation Committee and the Township decide to proceed, there will be a public hearing and residents will receive proper notification.  It will not be anytime soon.

ROBIN PRICE, 402 Harvest Way, Estates at Borden’s Crossing:  Ms. Price, on behalf of the Homeowner’s Association, submitted a list of problems and concerns that remain unresolved prior to the transfer of the development from KOR to Amboy Bank, particularly the Performance Bond monies.  Mayor Cann said the Township is following up on this matter.  Police Chief Nucera said there will be a meeting shortly with Amboy Bank, D.R. Horton, Township Engineers, and Township representatives.  Mayor Cann added that the Performance Bonds put up by KOR are all in place and held by the Township and will not be released until everything is satisfied.  Attorney Kearns said these bonds are for municipal improvements, not things promised to a homeowners’ association.  Ms. Price will set up a meeting with Community Development Director Brian Johnson to review her list to see what comes under the bond.

Ms. Price expressed her concern over the traffic on Route 130 between Mastoris and Highbridge Road.  Mayor Cann stated that a traffic light will be installed in front of the K. Johnson project in the future.


ROBERT FABRIANO, 2 Norfolk Court:  Mr. Fabriano said the double yellow line and white lines in Williamsburg Village need repainting.  He also asked if a traffic light could replace the blinking light at the intersection of Old York Road and Route 545.  Mayor Cann responded it is a county road.  Police Chief Nucera said because of the volume of traffic (lack of), a full signal cannot be erected.  

Mr. Fabriano asked about the Homestead Rebate.  Township Clerk said that if a resident receives the rebate, they will receive an adjusted bill.  Mr. Fabriano expressed his concern that residents are struggling and he hopes the Township can keep the taxes down.  Mayor Cann responded that the Township Committee reviewed the budget line by line.  Committeeman Feltes said there are programs to help residents on the Township’s website.  Deputy Mayor Popko added there was a job expo recently held in Mount Holly.

ROBIN PRICE, 402 Harvest Way:  Ms. Price asked when the Township was setting up their meeting with KOR and if the Homeowner’s Association could attend.  Police Chief Nucera responded the meeting will be confirmed within the next few weeks, but he didn’t know if they could attend.  Mayor Cann said a timeline for KOR to act on the concerns could not be enforced.

ALLISON HAMILTON, 215 Eclipse Drive:  Ms. Hamilton asked about the trailer left by KOR.  Police Chief Nucera said they would know more after the meeting.

WALT KOSUL: 539 Route 206:  Mr. Kosul asked about the property where the N.J. Turnpike is paying taxes.  Mayor Cann said a contract was signed in the past for the N.J. Turnpike to use the property for construction.  Attorney Kearns added that the Township and N.J. Turnpike had an exchange of property and once it is transferred it is off the tax roles.  The taxes they paid will not be paid back to them.

Mr. Kosul also asked about the Administrator position and said it should be considered at budget time in October.  Deputy Mayor Popko added that the CFO Kocian, Police Chief Nucera, and Township Clerk Eckert have been doing a fine job and the earlier conversation was in regard to the “Acting” title and what future plans are.

MICHAEL DAUBER, 23 Yorktown Road:  Mr. Dauber told Committeeman Benowitz that Little League ordered the nets for Northern Community Park.  He also inquired about the need for a fence around the pond at Northern Community Park.  


In regard to the School District Solar Panel/SREC issue, Mr. Dauber said that since day one they haven’t used any of the revenue or solar savings to pay down the debt.  The Board of Education in 2010 decided to take the money and put it into miscellaneous revenue.  They have been using the unexpended bond funds to pay some of the debt, but since day one the taxpayers have been paying that money.  There is $700,000 of unexpended funds.  He told them they are circumventing the CAP by taking the budget up to 2% and taking the miscellaneous revenue and spending that money as well.  He said the Township should implore them to use that money to the debt service.  Deputy Mayor Popko added that the school district scored poorly on last year’s academic testing which is even more of a concern.

Mr. Dauber asked what the parking lot was going to cost that was being considered for Terry Field.  Mayor Cann responded that the Public Works employees would be doing the installation so it would only be the cost of the stone, etc. and would be paid from Open Space.

Seeing no further comments, Deputy Mayor Popko made a motion to close the public portion of the meeting; seconded by Committeeman Feltes.

AYE:
Committeeman Benowitz, Committeeman Feltes, Committeeman Moynihan, Deputy Mayor Popko, Mayor Cann 

NAY:
None


TOWNSHIP CLERK ECKERT:  Township Clerk Eckert reminded everyone that the May Township Committee schedule is the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month, (May 6 and May 20, 2013.)


MAYOR CANN:  Mayor Cann said it was not necessary to have a closed session.  There would be no discussion about Waterfront’s agreement until escrow amounts/costs are finalized.
At this time, Deputy Mayor Popko made the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown that it does hereby adjourn the regular meeting; seconded by Committeeman Benowitz.


AYE:
Committeeman Benowitz, Committeeman Feltes, Committeeman Moynihan, Deputy Mayor Popko, Mayor Cann 

NAY:
None

The regular meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Bordentown was adjourned at approximately 10:19 p.m.
JAMES CANN, MAYOR
COLLEEN M. ECKERT, TOWNSHIP CLERK
