
The Hon Josh Frydenberg MP
Treasurer
House of Representatives
PO Box 6022
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600
 
Our Ref: ZS266689 21 December 2020
 
 
Dear Treasurer
 
Re: Businesses impacted by declared hotspot lockdown
 
I am writing to request your support for businesses impacted by the lockdown
measures in designated hotspots. Given that these businesses are essentially
prohibited from operating by public health orders at a nationally recognised level, it
would be reasonable to expect additional assistance from the Federal Government to
support them through the period. I appreciate the Prime Minister’s reminder to the
community that paid pandemic leave remains available for those who need support.

By providing additional government assistance, these businesses will have greater
chance of remaining operational on the other side of the lockdown. Some proposals
for additional support include:
 

1. a return to the full rate of Jobkeeper as was applied during the initial phase of the
pandemic for the duration of the lockdown, or

2. an additional cash flow boost for businesses impacted by the public health
order.

On 18 December 2020, the Commonwealth Chief Medical Officer declared the
Northern Beaches Local Government Area a hotspot for Commonwealth support.
This support includes additional health support and provision of personal protective
equipment, however, I am not aware of any additional support provided to
businesses as a consequence of this declaration.

While this current lockdown is currently impacting the businesses in Warringah and
Mackellar, the concept of a hotspot support package would encourage compliance
with public health orders and relieve mental health strain if hotspots are declared 
 



 
 
 
 
elsewhere. This lockdown will be particularly devastating for the businesses
impacted as it has occurred at what is, for most, commonly their busiest time of year. 

I appreciate your consideration of this request.

Yours sincerely

Zali Steggall OAM MP
Federal Member for Warringah
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