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Dear Ms Steggall  

Thank you for your correspondence concerning financial support for businesses in declared hotspot 

zones during the continuing COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic and restrictions continue to 

present significant challenges for Australian businesses and the economy. 

I further note and acknowledge the strong representations that are being made by the Member for 

Mackellar, Jason Falinski MP, which are keeping the Government informed of local developments 

associated with the northern beaches outbreak. 

The Morrison Government has provided unprecedented levels of support to Australian households 

and businesses in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, with over $267 billion in direct economic 

and health support. Of the $251 billion in direct economic support, over $175 billion has already 

flowed to Australian households and businesses. 

The JobKeeper payment has provided $77 billion of support to date to businesses and their 

employees since the start of the pandemic, which has kept businesses in business and Australians in 

jobs.  

Over 350,000 NSW organisations received $23.8 billion in JobKeeper payments from April to 

September 2020. A further $2.3 billion has been paid to organisations in NSW in the first two 

months of the JobKeeper Extension. Over 7,000 businesses supporting around 20,000 individuals in 

the Northern Beaches region of Sydney have received over $100 million in JobKeeper payments in 

October and November.  

NSW businesses have also received over $12.2 billion in cash flow boost payments, which have 

provided direct support to allow them to keep operating, pay bills and retain staff.  

NSW households have also received over $1.6 billion in economic support payments and 837,000 

individuals have received over $5 billion in Coronavirus Supplement. 

Our economic response measures continue to provide support for those individuals and businesses 

who face the ongoing direct impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, including recent outbreaks in 

NSW and Victoria.  
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JobKeeper remains available to those businesses and organisations that experience a decline in 

revenue.  The Coronavirus Supplement and expanded access to JobSeeker payment also continues 

to be available to those that need support.  

The Pandemic Leave Disaster Payment provides support to those who are required to self-isolate or 

quarantine and have no other income.  

A further economic support payment will also be provided to age pensioners and other individuals 

receiving eligible income support payments in February 2021, providing further assistance to 

households. 

The Government’s response is also ensuring the Australian economy recovers strongly by targeting 

additional temporary support measures to boost household incomes, bring forward business and 

infrastructure investment activity, and drive the unemployment rate back down.  

Around $9 billion in tax relief will be provided in 2020-21, including $6.9 billion in personal tax 

relief. Businesses will also receive further cash flow support through the temporary full expensing 

initiative and temporary loss carry back measure, and the Government is providing greater access to 

a range of small business tax concessions. The new JobMaker Hiring Credit will also support more 

Australians getting back into jobs. 

The NSW Government has also provided significant support to NSW businesses, both during the 

immediate impacts of the pandemic and the recovery. This includes small business support and 

recovery grants, payroll tax relief, commercial lease support and land tax relief and licence and 

permit waivers. The NSW Government is also supporting the recovery through the Dine & 

Discover NSW vouchers and the Jobs Plus Program. 

I note the ability of local governments to provide targeted support for this localised outbreak that 

complements the extensive and substantial Commonwealth Government measures already in place. 

The Commonwealth Government will continue to provide national support through a range of 

measures that will both support individuals and businesses, and the wider economy as our economic 

recovery continues.   

Thank you again for raising your concerns with me and I trust this information will be of assistance. 

Yours sincerely 

THE HON JOSH FRYDENBERG MP 

04 / 01 / 2021 

CC: Prime Minister 


