
1 July 2021

The Hon Josh Frydenberg MP
Treasurer
House of Representatives
PO Box 6022
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600
 

Re: Need for support to businesses during lockdowns

Dear Treasurer,

I am writing to respectfully request that further financial assistance from the Federal
Government be provided to individuals, sole traders and small businesses during
Covid lockdown periods.

Whilst I have welcomed the announcement by the NSW Government of its economic
support package, I have raised concerns with the NSW Treasurer about small
businesses and sole traders, especially in the arts, entertainment, tourism and events
industries, that will not be eligible due to the turnover threshold and method of
calculating lost turnover that is currently unclear.

I also note and welcome the Federal Government’s announcement on 3 June 2021 of
COVID-19 Disaster Payment. Whilst this will be of assistance, more is needed to
ensure a dynamic economy recovery from lockdowns and to sustain consumer
confidence.

The current NSW lockdown during the school holiday period will have a



considerable impact on small businesses as it is the second lockdown in a school
holiday period in 2021 for Warringah. It is devastating to small businesses and sole
traders, especially those in the events, tourism and hospitality industries.

Lockdown periods also trigger additional rental stress for many individuals and
businesses and consequently, income stress for landlords.

The Federal Government has indicated that sufficient vaccine supply will only be
available by the final quarter of 2021 therefore we must prepare for further outbreaks
and lockdowns. Whilst small businesses and sole traders are resilient, they need
assistance during these periods. We urgently need an ongoing approach to
responding to the need for economic support during lockdowns.

Once again, I reiterate my call for the definition of disasters to be expanded to
include lockdowns as a result of health orders/pandemics in the Disaster Recovery
Funding Arrangements (DRFA) 2018 and the Natural Disaster Recovery and Relief
Arrangements Determination (NDRRA) 2017 so that the Disaster Recovery
Allowance and Disaster Recovery Payment that is paid to individuals and businesses
during times of emergencies like bushfires and floods is also available to support
businesses and individuals through Covid lockdowns.
 
Yours sincerely
 

 
 
Zali Steggall OAM, MP
Federal Member for Warringah
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