
16 July 2021

The Hon Alan Tudge MP
Minister for Education and Youth
House of Representatives
PO Box 6022
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600
 

Re: Childcare concerns during COVID-19 lockdown

 
Dear Minister,
 
 
I welcome the initiative taken to waive gap-fees for parents keeping their children home due
to the current COVID-19 restrictions. This was a welcome step to ease some of the concern
that is surfacing in respect to the current outbreak, however, I would like to bring to your
attention further concerns that constituents have raised with me following the announcement.
 
The first concern may be simply a matter of clarification as constituents are concerned that
while gap-fees have been waived, the number of days that they can be absent from childcare
is not explicit. Thus the number of days a child is kept home from childcare during the
pandemic be clarified to ensure the lockdown period does not impact the overall number of
permissible absent days that parents are able to claim while keeping their child enrolled
requires clarification.
 
A separate concern is that some childcare centres in my electorate have expressed a reluctance
to waive gap fees. Will you take steps to oblige childcare centres to waive the gap fee rather
than making it a voluntary negotiation between parents and the centre? As you are aware,
child care places are limited and many parents feel disadvantaged by having to choose
whether to pay the gap fee or lose their place at the centre, fearing they have a choice of either
continuing to pay the gap or losing their place and having to search for a new centre at
significant cost to their time and disruption to their child’s education.
 
Finally, and related to the concern above, as we experienced during the initial lockdown,
many childcare centres especially in areas with high cost of living and rental expenses, such



as Warringah, will struggle to stay afloat without gap fees or additional support.
 
I appreciate that this policy space is complex, however, I would welcome any further
assistance you are able to provide to manage these challenging times more sustainably in the
interest of both parents and childcare providers.
 
 
Kind regards,
 
 
Zali Steggall OAM MP
 

Member for Warringah
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