
21 July 2021

The Hon Josh Frydenberg MP
Treasurer
House of Representatives
PO Box 6022
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600
 
 

Re: Oversights in Pandemic Income Support

Dear Treasurer,

I write to alert you to oversights in the Government’s pandemic income support. I
am receiving increasing correspondence from constituents who find themselves
ineligible to receive the COVID-19 Disaster Payment, yet are unable to earn an
income amid the current Greater Sydney lock-down.

Until COVID-19 cases are suppressed, it is imperative Australians are adequately
supported by the Commonwealth. Yet, the current eligibility criteria excludes people
on low income government benefits, including Youth Allowance, Jobseeker,
Disability or Carers payments, as well as those who have working limitations
applied to their visas. I am also aware some people are currently out of work who
find themselves ineligible for Job Seeker for several weeks. These people are not able
to look for work during the lockdown.
 
It is estimated there are 800,000 Australians in lock-down who are ineligible to
receive greatly needed pandemic support benefits.

For example, a young woman by the name of Mia, receives Youth Allowance. Mia
works in hospitality and while in lock-down cannot earn an income. Because Mia
receives $256 per week of Youth Allowance, she is currently ineligible for further
commonwealth support. This does not cover the urgent cost of rent, food, medical
bills, utility bills and car payments. After rent alone she only has $20 to spare.
Without an income or adequate pandemic support, thousands of Australians like
Mia are struggling to survive.

It is clearly unconscionable that people on low incomes are under-supported when



multiple city and state-wide lock-downs force them out of paid work and other much
needed support.

I therefore request that the Commonwealth urgently widen the COVID-19 Disaster
Payments eligibility to include people receiving income support, as well as people
without work rights attached to their visa. The rate of support must be adequate for
people to continue living above the poverty line while in extended lock-downs.
 
Yours sincerely,

 
 
Zali Steggall OAM, MP
Federal Member for Warringah
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