
2nd August 2021
 
The Hon Greg Hunt MP
Minister for Health and Aged Care
House of Representatives
PO Box 6022
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600
 
 

Re: Request for clarifications on the evolving vaccine rollout response

Dear Minister Hunt,

I write to you seeking clarification on developments regarding the vaccine rollout.
There is a pressing need to provide clear and current information to increase
understanding about the benefits and risks of vaccination and increase vaccination
rates. Clearer and bolder messaging is urgently needed in respect to: 

1. Vaccination advice for people between 18 and 39
2. Rare complications from AstraZeneca and treatments available
3. Transparency of Government modelling
4. Supply and distribution of vaccines
5. Further briefing opportunities

 
1. Vaccination advice for people between 18 and 39
As of Saturday 24th July, ATAGI recommends all Australians over the age of 18
‘strongly consider’ receiving the AstraZeneca vaccination, of which there is ample
supply. I wish to know how the federal government intends to communicate this
effectively to the younger population who were, up until recently, strongly advised
the Pfizer vaccine was preferred for them. If a swift and robust uptake of AstaZeneca
is to help relieve Sydney of lockdown restrictions, what are the government’s plans
to help ensure this message is clearly delivered?



 
2. Rare complications from AstraZeneca and treatments available
The government has clearly identified AstraZeneca as a major key to get our adult
population vaccinated as quickly as possible. Although extremely unlikely, if there
were to be a tragic AstraZeneca related death of a younger person, this would further
set back trust in this vaccine. We simply cannot afford further setbacks, so I must
urge you to ensure that messaging in respect to any signs of adverse effects to the
vaccine is communicated clearly and without delay. Educating people through
robust public health messaging, including the self- identification of adverse reactions,
as well as the improved treatments that are available should anyone require, will
likely save lives and maintain trust in AstraZeneca.

Liz Chatwin, the Australian and New Zealand President of AstraZeneca, was
interviewed by Fran Kelly on Radio National today. Ms Chatwin made very clear
that adverse effects of AstraZeneca related blood clots are treatable. If anyone
experiences adverse symptoms, including headaches or abdominal pain following an
AstraZeneca dose, Ms Chatwin encourages them to urgently see their GP or visit the
hospital to get tested for blood clotting, allowing it to be treated swiftly and
effectively. This is an example of the messaging I believe the government needs to be
widely communicating. Knowledge of the identification and treatment of these rare
clotting conditions will certainly help allay fears and concerns.
 
I have also been contacted by constituents over the age of 60 who believe it is within
their best interest to wait for more doses of Pfizer to become available to them as a
preference as they have concerns about the Astra Zeneca side effects. Recently, NSW
Chief Health Officer Kerry Chant stated she was “quite distressed” at the uptake of
AstraZeneca in older age groups. There must be a targeted campaign to encourage
older Australians hesitant. It is imperative the government ensures the rates of
vulnerable people vaccinated is as high as possible if we are to see restrictions lifted.
 
3. Transparency of Government modelling
On Tuesday 27th July, I held a live-streamed conversation with revered
epidemiologist Professor Mary-Louise McLaws. The purpose of this discussion was
to provide insights from a renowned health expert regarding lockdowns, vaccines
and the adapting nature of the Delta variant. In our conversation, Professor McLaws
disagreed with ATAGI’s changed advice, stating “The data hasn’t changed, you still
have a 3 per 100,000 risk of a clot if you are 18-39 years of age.” The change to
ATAGI’s expert advice appears to be a somewhat divisive and in the absence of
modelling or clear data supporting the change in direction, the conflicting advice is
understandably alarming to many Australians, including a number of constituents
who have written to me. I firmly believe more robust communication and sharing of
data and modelling needs to be undertaken by the government to ensure utmost



trust in the ATAGI advice and vaccine options.

4. Supply and distribution of vaccines
The distribution of vaccines through pharmacies is also approaching. As of yet, there
remains confusion as to the logistics of this delivery. Australians are urged to consult
with their doctor about the safety of the AstraZeneca vaccine pertaining to their own
health circumstances. My concern is that local pharmacists are not doctors, and may
not be qualified to assess the potential health impacts for their customers. I would
suggest a script from a GP be required for Pharmacists to administer the vaccine. As
the logistics are currently being defined, I would appreciate clear communication
with the Australian public as to how this process will allow greater accessibility,
without compromising safety.

5. Further briefings

On the 24th of June, I met with the Deputy Chief Medical Officer Professor Michael
Kidd to discuss the impacts of coronavirus and its emerging variants. I found this
meeting to be highly effective. Considering the continuing situations in Sydney,
especially in my thrice locked-down electorate, I would kindly seek to re-engage
communications with Professor Kidd. I firmly believe my constituents would benefit
from his insights. Please let me know if this can be arranged.

Minister, I thank you for your time and look forward to your clarifications.
Australians remain in significant danger from the Delta variant, and I strongly urge
the government to make swift improvements to the communication of the evolving
response.

Yours sincerely

Zali Steggall OAM, MP
Federal Member for Warringah
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