
17 August 2021

The Hon Scott Morrison MP

Prime Minister

House of Representatives

PO Box 6022

Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Re: Supporting the people of Afghanistan

Dear Prime Minister

I am writing on behalf of the many constituents of Warringah and other electorates who

recently contacted me regarding the desperate situation in Afghanistan. I welcome the support

already announced by the Government including the dedicated Australian Defence Force

assets and resources to evacuate Australian citizens and the Afghan interpreters who assisted

our forces during operations in Afghanistan. I note however that this has been raised for some

months with the Government and the delay may have put many lives at risk. 

I urge the Government now to offer greater assistance to the people of Afghanistan in line

with the recent compassion shown to the people of Hong Kong and the legacy of Malcolm

Fraser in providing asylum to the many Vietnamese refugees who fled to Australian shores in

1976.

Given the dire situation that is occurring in Afghanistan right now, it is absolutely critical that

the Australian Government act quickly to ensure peace, safety, and stability, I urge the

Government to consider the following measures:
 
Protection for Afghans in Australia or detention facilities

Grant permanent protection or citizenship to all Afghan people seeking asylum and refugee

status currently living in Australia or in immigration detention. There are similar precedents



to this, most recently you allowed 10,000 Hong Kong students in Australia to be eligible to

extend their stay and have a pathway to stay safely and permanently in Australia in response

to the crackdowns on democracy protestors in Hong Kong in July 2020. Similarly, Bob

Hawke offering asylum to 42,000 Chinese nationals in Australia in 1989 due to the

Tiananmen Square massacre.

Family reunification

Assist Afghan Australians with urgent family reunion applications for relatives who are in

imminent danger. This measure will support those who are already here to reconnect with

their loved ones and build on the already vibrant Afghan community in Australia. Those

already here have established lives and connections to assist family members with integration

into Australian society and employment.

Dedicated humanitarian intake

Declare an intake of 20,000 Afghan refugees. This intake would include religious minorities,

ethnic minorities, LGBTIQ and women’s rights advocates, moderate Islamic clerics, those

who have worked for international organisations, journalists and others. This matches the

Canadian commitment announced last night. 

This situation is urgent as we continue to see dramatic footage of so many desperate to leave.

In particular, I am appalled at the prospect of women and girls being again stripped of their

freedoms and right to education. Australia and all democratic nations have a duty to call this

out and offer what assistance is possible. Australia can not simply walk away from its

commitment to the Afghan people.
 
 
Yours sincerely

 

Zali Steggall OAM, MP

Federal Member for Warringah
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