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Greetings from Brave New Foundation!  
 
Thank you for taking the initiative and planning a 
house screening.  
 

In this action guide you’ll find information from our partner organizations on the steps 
you can take to organize, fight back, and reclaim your democracy. 
 
Koch Brothers Exposed investigates of the 1% at its very worst. This full-length 
documentary shows how Charles and David Koch—two of the world’s richest and 
most powerful men—are polluting the environment and bankrolling a vast network of 
organizations dedicated to serving the interests of large corporations. 
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Brave New Foundation 
Discussion and Action Guide for Koch Brothers Exposed 
  
 

Sample Discussion Questions for the Film 
• Are you or anyone close to you impacted personally by issues raised in the film? 

How so? 
• Whether you’re impacted or not, which issues—Social Security, the environment, 

campaign finance, worker rights, and others—matter to you most? 
• How are the Koch brothers different from other citizens who want to contribute to a 

cause they believe in? Is it fair to restrict their behavior? Why or why not? 
• What would a real democracy look like? If the Kochs represent the 1% at its worse, 

what would we want to see in a society for the 99%? 
• Despite the mass of problems that the Koch brothers and people like them are 

creating, what gives you hope? What, if anything, makes you believe that change 
is possible? 
 

What You Can Do 
• Write a letter to the editor. Write to a local paper about how an issue raised in the 

film is affecting your community. It could be the re-segregation of schools, the 
fight to slash Social Security, rising pollution, or the loss of worker rights. Think 
about what matters most in your area and write about how the Kochs are 
contributing to it. 

• Pitch reporters. Call or email a local reporter (TV, radio, newspaper, blogs) to 
suggest a story idea related to the movie. It should be something timely that has 
a tangible effect on your community. All the better if you know of an individual or 
family that illustrates the problem in a powerful way. 

• Contact elected officials. You can call, write, and visit your elected 
representatives to suggest specific things from the film that you’d like them to 
address. Should they support campaign finance reform or a constitutional 
amendment overturning Citizens United? Should they fight voter ID laws that 
make it harder for people to vote? Should they pledge not to decrease Social 
Security benefits? It’s up to you. 

• Organize! All of the actions above are best when done in conjunction with others. 
If you can show that a large number of people care about an issue, it’s more 
likely to get attention. And when you organize, you can plan an action to elevate 
the profile of an issue. Be sure to contact local media organizations that might 
cover what you’re doing. 

• Volunteer Sign up to be a member of our Partner organizations and volunteer to 
take part in their actions which are aimed specifically at making a difference 

• Pass It On After your House Screening give the DVD to a friend and encourage 
them to have a House Screening of their own!  Make sure that as many people 
as possible see the film. 
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Koch Brothers Exposed

A CALL TO ACTION

FIGHTING BACK: WHAT YOU CAN DO

Knowledge is power.  The average citizen has no idea of the 
the voter ID campaigns, and few people know about groups like AFP, ALEC or their legislative influence.  
Therefore, besides challenging voter ID laws in the courts, Advancement Project increases public awareness 
about the the harm these laws present to our democracy
featuring updates on Voter ID proposals, 
voters and give them information on how to get 

 

What you can do: 

• Spread the word about these laws through new and traditional media, at churches and in barbershops.  

• Contact your legislators and encourage them

• Start a petition telling your legislature to stop undermining democracy and trying to steal 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

 

ABOUT ADVANCEMENT PROJECT

Advancement Project is a policy, communications and legal action group committed to promoting racial and 

social justice by inspiring, developing and organizing community

the unjust, inequitable policies that undermine the promise of democracy

last 12 years fighting for fair elections on behalf of voters of color.  

have developed core voting rights strategies, monitoring election administration 

remove obstacles prior to Election Day.  

On the road to 2012, we are facing an alarming trend of restrictive and regressive 

right wing legislatures in states around the nation, including 

to disenfranchise up to 5 million eligible voters in 2012
Latinos, seniors, the young and the people with disabilities
in 2008 and largely voted Democratic. 

electorate and specifically aim to cut off voters who 

agenda over the interest of average working Americans.   

 

Exposed 

A CALL TO ACTION 

FIGHTING BACK: WHAT YOU CAN DO 

he average citizen has no idea of the corporate motives or the partisan forces behind 
, and few people know about groups like AFP, ALEC or their legislative influence.  

Therefore, besides challenging voter ID laws in the courts, Advancement Project increases public awareness 
about the the harm these laws present to our democracy.  We have a voter protection portal on our website
featuring updates on Voter ID proposals, ways to report voter intimidation, fact sheets and videos 

how to get the identification required in their state to vote

Spread the word about these laws through new and traditional media, at churches and in barbershops.  

Contact your legislators and encourage them to say no to these laws. 

your legislature to stop undermining democracy and trying to steal 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: www.advancementproject.org/voterprotection/roadto2012

ABOUT ADVANCEMENT PROJECT   

is a policy, communications and legal action group committed to promoting racial and 

social justice by inspiring, developing and organizing community-based efforts in order to dismantle and reform 

the unjust, inequitable policies that undermine the promise of democracy.  Advancement Project has spent the 

last 12 years fighting for fair elections on behalf of voters of color.  Through our Voter Protection Program
d core voting rights strategies, monitoring election administration locally, to expose problems and 

remove obstacles prior to Election Day.   

, we are facing an alarming trend of restrictive and regressive voter ID laws being passed 

ight wing legislatures in states around the nation, including key battleground states.  The 

up to 5 million eligible voters in 2012 and disproportionately target 

people with disabilities – the same voters who turned out in large numbers 

in 2008 and largely voted Democratic. These laws effectively disenfranchise a whole sector of the American 

lectorate and specifically aim to cut off voters who do not traditionally support the corporate, libertarian 

agenda over the interest of average working Americans.    

 

corporate motives or the partisan forces behind 
, and few people know about groups like AFP, ALEC or their legislative influence.  

Therefore, besides challenging voter ID laws in the courts, Advancement Project increases public awareness 
voter protection portal on our website 

midation, fact sheets and videos that educate 
the identification required in their state to vote.  

Spread the word about these laws through new and traditional media, at churches and in barbershops.   

your legislature to stop undermining democracy and trying to steal our vote. 

rprotection/roadto2012  

is a policy, communications and legal action group committed to promoting racial and 

dismantle and reform 

.  Advancement Project has spent the 

Voter Protection Program we 

, to expose problems and 

voter ID laws being passed by 

.  The new provisions stand 

disproportionately target African Americans, 
voters who turned out in large numbers 

a whole sector of the American 

corporate, libertarian 
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THE KOCH BROTHERS’ ELECTORAL AGENDA  

Fueled by private corporate interests, the Koch brothers are one of the largest sponsors behind the coordinated 
efforts to suppress the vote of America’s most vulnerable populations through a three-prong approach: 

• Regressive voting laws that restrict the types of identification one can use at the polls, limit early voting 
periods, and impose strict guidelines and hefty fines on third-party registration groups – measures 
which disproportionately affect segments of the population that tend to vote Democrat.   

• The “True the Vote” campaign, started by Texas Tea Party group King Street Patriots, which has pledged 
to mobilize over one million poll watchers in November.  In the past, these volunteers have intimidated 
voters in low income communities of color.  They are also working with states to purge voter rolls in 
ways that can result in voters being blocked from the polls. 

• The real fraud – deceptive practices – we see every year from conservative candidates to those who 
would vote against them from going to the polls: flyers telling voters not to vote if they owe traffic 
tickets, ads telling Hispanic voters that their day to vote is the day after the election, robocalls to black 
voters in Maryland telling them on Election Day to stay home because “their candidate” already won. 

These efforts combine to create a perfect storm that threatens our democracy and rolls back the clock to an era 
of poll taxes and literacy tests, keeping millions of Americans from exercising their right to vote – all for partisan 
gain.   

THE FACTS 
• Voting is a sacred right.  It is the one time we are all equal:  Black, Hispanic or white, rich or poor, young 

or old we all have an equal voice in the voting booth.  These laws are part of the largest legislative effort 
to turn back the clock on voting rights in over a century.   

• The partisan motivations behind these laws are obvious.  Those citizens who will be harmed the most 
are those who turned out in unprecedented numbers in 2008: African Americans, Latinos, seniors, 
young voters, low-income voters, and voters with disabilities.   

• Voter ID laws are tantamount to poll taxes.  While many states will give away free IDs to those who need 
it for voting, citizens will still have to pay for underlying documents, such as birth certificates and 
marriage licenses. 

• You are more likely to be struck by lightning than find a prosecutable case of voter fraud.  An extensive 
analysis by the U.S. Department of Justice under President Bush found incidents of voter fraud to be 
extremely rare – 0.0003% of all votes cast.  Of the cases they did find, none involved voter 
impersonation at the polls.  This is the only type of fraud voter ID requirements would stop.   

• Restrictive voter ID laws are only one of a handful of tactics conservative legislators are using to attempt 
to suppress the vote of those who tend to vote against candidates backed by corporate interests.  
Cutbacks to early voting, especially on the Sunday before Election Day, disproportionately impact 
African American and Latino voters who are most likely to go to the polls that day.  Imposing strict rules 
and heavy fines on third party registration groups is another popular tactic.  African American, Latino 
and young voters are most likely to register to vote with one of these groups.   
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“Koch Brothers Exposed” chronicles the damage being done to 
individuals, communities and our democracy by two billionaires 
who are using their vast wealth to rewrite the rules of government 
to suit their ends. But the Koch brothers are a symbol of a greater 
problem of the power of money in politics—in particular, the abil-
ity of some über-rich people and large corporations to put their 
massive thumbs on the scale of democracy in ways that manipu-
late and ultimately overwhelm the will of the people. 

!at is the reason the Campaign for America’s Future has been 
longtime critics of the “Citizens United” ruling and have sup-
ported a multi-pronged strategy for bringing the scales of political 
in"uence back into balance, in which “We, the People,” not the 
One Percent, determine the direction of the country.

Koch Brothers: Obstacles  
To Broad Prosperity
Charles and David Koch, billionaire businessmen, are the found-
ers of a group they call “Americans for Prosperity.” But what the 
group actually does is support extreme right-wing candidates who 
actively #ght against the economic interests of workers and their 
families. !e Koch brothers have been behind:

• A $45 million e!ort to buy control of Congress. !at’s the 
amount of money Forbes magazine says Americans for Prosper-
ity spent in the 2010 elections. !at money helped Republicans 
control the House with the most extreme group of conservatives 
elected in modern history. With this group #rmly in control, 
every e$ort by the Obama administration to move legislation to 
revive the economy has been thwarted and previous successes in 
health care and #nancial reform have come under unrelenting 
attack. !e stream of anti-regulation, anti-labor legislation passed 
by the Tea Party-besotted House is pretty much li%ed straight 
from the Koch brothers legislative agenda.

• The destructive e!orts of the American Legislative Ex-
change Council to co-opt state and local governments. Rather 
than promoting state and local governments as entities that are 
particularly equipped to respond to the public interest because of 
their proximity to the people, ALEC mounts campaigns that leave 
state and local governments facilitating private greed rather than 
serving the public good. In August !e Nation’s Lisa Graves ex-
plained that “of all the Kochs’ investments in right-wing organiza-
tions, ALEC provides some of the best returns: it gives the Kochs 
a way to make their brand of free-market fundamentalism legally 
binding.” Examples include legislation that allows energy compa-
nies to avoid #nes for polluting, that push privatization of public 

education, and that prevent states and localities from regulating 
the rogue behavior of #nancial institutions.

• ALEC’s e!orts to suppress voter turnout. !e Koch brothers’ 
#ngerprints are all over the e$orts by various Republican gover-
nors and legislatures to pass voter ID laws that use trumped-up al-
legations of voter fraud to deliberately disenfranchise voters most 
likely to oppose their agenda. “It was ALEC’s dra% legislation that 
inspired a spate of recently passed voter ID laws that, if allowed 
to stand, are expected to marginalize the impact of students and 
people of color at the polls in Texas, South Carolina, Wisconsin, 
Tennessee and Kansas,” Adele Stan reported for the AFL-CIO 
blog. Patrick Caldwell at the American Prospect wrote that “the 
rules are o%en con#gured speci#cally to favor the Republican base 
at the expense of excluding likely Democrats.”

• Their assault on public workers. Scott Walker won the gover-
norship of Wisconsin and the ability to execute his attack on pub-
lic workers there with the help of $43,000 in direct contributions 
from the Koch Industries political action committee and indirect-
ly through the $1 million that Koch’s PAC gave to the Republican 
Governors Association. !e Kochs are also major supporters of 
Ohio Gov. John Kasich, who earlier this year credited “the strong 
support” of Americans for Prosperity for his now faltering attempt 
to strip Ohio state workers of their bargaining rights.

• The dominance of extremist candidates in the 2012 presi-
dential race. Koch bothers money can be found in the pockets 
of at least three of the most extreme Republican presidential 
candidates: Minnesota congresswoman Michele Bachmann, Texas 
Gov. Rick Perry and, especially, Herman Cain. Rachel Maddow 
reported that the Cain connections include a campaign manager 
from the Wisconsin chapter of Americans for Prosperity, a now 
ex-spokesperson from another Americans for Prosperity a&li-
ate, and the economic advisor who came up with Cain’s infamous 
“9-9-9” tax plan, who was a member of Americans for Prosper-
ity’s advisory board. !is is no surprise, because, as the Associ-
ated Press has reported, Cain has historically been a shill for the 
Americans for Prosperity legislative agenda. 

• A planned multimillion-dollar e!ort by the 1 Percent to 
determine the outcome of the 2012 presidential election. !e 
Koch brothers and a core group of super-rich conservatives earlier 
this year commandeered a hotel near Palm Springs, Calif., and 
together pledged $100 million to oppose President Obama’s re-
election, with the Koch brothers pledging $60 million of the total. 
!at’s just the start: POLITICO reported that the billionaire Koch 
brothers alone have announced their intention to spend more 
than $200 million on elections this fall and “potentially much 

F
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Why We Must Act — And How
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more” through Americans for Prosperity and other fronts. !at 
money, along with hundreds of millions more from other Wall 
Street and corporate titans, will prop up a Republican opponent 
who has so far failed to generate the levels of grassroots "nancial 
support the party’s candidates received in 2008. We’ve already 
seen how a single billionaire can keep a failed campaign on life 
support. Imagine a general election in which the voices and con-
tributions of millions of people can be trumped by the bankrolls 
of a handful of moguls in a single hotel meeting room. 

Unregulated, unaccountable corporations. Extremist elected 
o#cials who disdain the concept of a government serving the 
common good. Workers stripped of the ability to negotiate collec-
tively for fair pay, working conditions and bene"ts. Hundreds of 
millions of corporate dollars drowning out the voices of working-
class and middle-class people. Voters forced to jump over ever-
higher obstacles to vote for candidates who represent them, as-
suming those candidates can even get on ballots. !is is the Koch 
brothers’ dystopia. What they are defending is indefensible.

1 Percenters United
Adelson. Friess. Kovner. Simmons. !iel. !e breadth and power 
of the super PACs is due in large part to the power of  billionaire 
backers like these men. !eir money has given life to campaigns 
and candidates that might not have gotten far just on their ability 
to attract rank-and-"le voters. !e way  these benefactors spread 
their considerable wealth around — a few hundred thousand 
dollars here, a million there — you could be forgiven for thinking 
it looks like they are betting on politics the way one might bet on 
horse races. In fact, Campaign for America’s Future co-director 
Robert Borosage compared super PACs to the Wall Street deriva-
tives buyers. As they spread vast sums of money among their fa-
vored candidates and shi$ their loyalties between candidates, that 
makes it clear that these guys aren’t gamblers. !ey’re investors, 
which means they expect returns.

!eir behavior has already lowered the bar for candidates who 
would rather run campaigns without the taint of shadowy, big-
money donors. !eir dollars have unleashed a tsunami of negative 
ads that all too o$en play fast and loose with the facts. It all is 
helping to erode public trust in our democracy. A$er the Citizens 
United decision, 79 percent of respondents to a survey for Com-
mon Cause and other groups believed that members of Congress 
are “controlled” by those who "nance their campaigns. Just as 

the excesses of Wall Street undermined faith in our economy, 
the excesses of super PACs are undermining the public’s faith in 
democracy.

What You Can Do
Petition the SEC to End Secret Campaign Donations

Add your voice to the thousands calling on the Securities and Ex-
change Commission to require all publicly traded corporations to 
disclose their campaign spending to the public. Today, corporate 
executives of publicly traded companies don’t have to tell the pub-
lic, or even their shareholders, when they use corporate money to 
fund political campaigns. !e Supreme Court’s majority opinion 
in Citizens United assumed a world in which informed citizens 
knew whose money was being used to in%uence an election. !is 
SEC requirement is the bare minimum we should do to turn that 
assumption into a reality.

Get Your Member of Congress to Support the DISCLOSE Act

!e DISCLOSE (Democracy is Strengthened by Casting Light on 
Spending in Elections) Act would require organizations involved 
in political campaigning to disclose the identity of their large do-
nors, and to reveal their identities in any political ads they fund. 
It would also bar foreign corporations, government contractors 
and certain other corporate recipients of federal aid from making 
political donations. Predictably, a long list of corporate and right-
wing interests are allied against the bill, from the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce to the American Conservative Union.

Help Build Support For A Constitutional Amendment

Corporations are not people, and money is not speech. What is 
obvious to all of us should be explicit in the United States Con-
stitution. Organizations and concerned individuals around the 
country are laying the groundwork for a constitutional amend-
ment this spring with a push for 100 resolutions by local and state 
governments supporting the overturning of Citizens United. You 
can join with such groups such as Move to Amend and Democ-
racy Is For People to restore democracy to We, the People.

Stay informed on the Koch brothers  
and the e!ort to rein in the in"uence of money in 
politics at ourfuture.org/kochexposed.
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Founded by Gov. Howard Dean, Democracy for 
America is a people-powered Democratic Political 
Action Committee. With over one million members 
nationwide, DFA is a grassroots powerhouse 
working to change our country and the Democratic 
Party from the bottom-up.!!
!!

As a result of the Citizens United decision, billionaires like the Koch Brothers 
can spend unlimited sums of money, without disclosure, influencing political 
campaigns and bending the America political system to their will.  
 
DFA is proud to partner with Sen. Bernie Sanders and others to fight to reverse 
the Citizens Untied decisions, to push for further campaign finance reform and 
disclosure and to elect progressive candidates who will defeat the agenda of 
the Koch Brothers. !
!

What you can do 
 

1. Sign the petition in support of Sen. Bernie Sanders’ constitutional amendment to       
reverse Citizens United: www.democracyforamerica.com/citizensunited.  
 
2. Connect with DFA groups or members in your area to fight for campaign finance 
reform and disclosure by contacting Political Campaign Manager Jay Henderson 
(jay@democracyforamerica.com, 802-651-3200 x 193)  
 
3. Support DFA candidates who will fight for reform: 
http://democracyforamerica.com/current-endorsements 
!
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.RFK�,QGXVWULHV�±�7KH�.LQJSLQ�RI�&OLPDWH�&KDQJH�'HQLDO
�
6LQFH�������IRXQGDWLRQV�FRQWUROOHG�E\�WKH�.RFK�EURWKHUV�VSHQW�QHDUO\�����PLOOLRQ�
IXQGLQJ�WKH�&OLPDWH�'HQLDO�0DFKLQH²DQ�REVFXUH�EXW�LQIOXHQWLDO�QHWZRUN�RI�WKLQN�
WDQNV��IURQW�JURXSV�DQG�LGHRORJLFDO�KXEV�WKDW�SHGGOH�GRXEW�RYHU�FOLPDWH�VFLHQFH�DQG�WKH�
LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�JOREDO�ZDUPLQJ�
�
'HVSLWH�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�FRQVHQVXV�DPRQJ�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�UHVHDUFKHUV�DQG�VFLHQWLILF�
LQVWLWXWLRQV�ZRUOGZLGH²LQFOXGLQJ�DOO�WKH�$FDGHPLHV�RI�6FLHQFHV�LQ�LQGXVWULDOL]HG�FRXQWULHV��
WKH�,QWHUJRYHUQPHQWDO�3DQHO�RQ�&OLPDWH�&KDQJH��1$6$�DQG�DOO�RWKHU�PDMRU�86�VFLHQWLILF�
LQVWLWXWLRQV²UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�JOREDO�ZDUPLQJ�DPRQJ�$PHULFDQV�UHPDLQV�VWDUWOLQJO\�ORZ��)XHOHG�
E\�.RFK�PRQH\��WKH�&OLPDWH�'HQLDO�0DFKLQH�KDV�H[HFXWHG�DQ�XQFHDVLQJ��DQWL�VFLHQWLILF�
DQG�DQWL�UHJXODWRU\�SXEOLF�UHODWLRQV�FDPSDLJQ�WKDW�PLUURUV�WKH�WDFWLFV�XVHG�E\�WREDFFR�
FRPSDQLHV�WR�GHQ\�WKH�KHDOWK�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�VPRNLQJ�
�
7KH�WRS�UHFLSLHQWV�RI�.RFK�PRQH\�LQ�WKH�&OLPDWH�'HQLDO�0DFKLQH�LQFOXGH�$PHULFDQV�IRU�
3URVSHULW\�������PLOOLRQ�VLQFH��������WKH�+HULWDJH�)RXQGDWLRQ�������PLOOLRQ���WKH�&DWR�
,QVWLWXWH�������PLOOLRQ���DQG�WKH�0DQKDWWDQ�,QVWLWXWH�������PLOOLRQ��
�
%\�GUDJJLQJ�FUHGLEOH�VFLHQFH�LQWR�WKH�DJHQGD�GULYHQ�UHDOP�RI�SROLWLFV�DQG�YLOLI\LQJ�WKH�
ZRUOG¶V�PRVW�SURPLQHQW�FOLPDWH�UHVHDUFKHUV��GLUW\�PRQH\�DQG�IRVVLO�IXHO�DSRORJLVWV�KDYH�
SUHYDLOHG�LQ�SROOXWLQJ�SXEOLF�RSLQLRQ�DQG�EORFNLQJ�QDWLRQDO�SROLF\�WR�UHGXFH�JUHHQKRXVH�JDV�
HPLVVLRQV�
�
.RFK�,QGXVWULHV�LWVHOI�KDV�EHHQ�DJJUHVVLYH�LQ�GLVPLVVLQJ�JOREDO�ZDUPLQJ��HYHQ�VXLQJ�D�JURXS�
RI�\RXQJ�DFWLYLVWV�ZKR�FUHDWHG�D�VSRRI�SUHVV�UHOHDVH�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�.RFK�DQQRXQFLQJ�WKDW�LW�
ZRXOG�GURS�VXSSRUW�IRU�SROLF\�JURXSV�WKDW�EHOLWWOH�FOLPDWH�VFLHQFH�
�
,URQLFDOO\��WKH�.RFKV�IXQGHG�UHVHDUFK�WKDW�FRQFOXGHG�WKH�SODQHW�LV�ZDUPLQJ�EXW�IDLOHG�WR�
DGPLW�WKHLU�K\SRFULV\��7KH�&KDUOHV�*��.RFK�)RXQGDWLRQ�JDYH����������WR�WKH�%HUNHOH\�
(DUWK�6XUIDFH�7HPSHUDWXUH��%(67��VWXG\�LQ�������ZKLFK�ZDV�HPEUDFHG�E\�WKH�GHQLDO�
PDFKLQH�XQWLO�LW�UHGXQGDQWO\�UH�FRQILUPHG�WKDW�WKH�VXUIDFH�RI�RXU�SODQHW�KDV�EHHQ�ZDUPLQJ�
LQFUHDVLQJO\�IRU�GHFDGHV��:KLOH�'DYLG�.RFK�KDG�SUHYLRXVO\�FODLPHG�WKDW�³JOREDO�ZDUPLQJ�
FRXOG�EH�JRRG�IRU�WKH�SODQHW�´�QHLWKHU�&KDUOHV�QRU�'DYLG�KDV�H[SODLQHG�KRZ�WKH�%(67�VWXG\�
WKH\�IXQGHG�FRQWUDGLFWV�WKHLU�GHQLDO�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��LQFOXGLQJ�ZKHQ�*UHHQSHDFH�DFWLYLVWV�
DVNHG�'DYLG�.RFK�WR�KLV�IDFH²VHH�WKH�YLGHR�IRU�\RXUVHOI��
�
7KH�.RFKV¶�H[SHQVLYH�FDPSDLJQ�WR�DWWDFN�VFLHQFH�PLUURUV�ZKDW�RXU�FRXQWU\�LV�EHFRPLQJ�
PRUH�DQG�PRUH�FRQVFLRXV�RI²KRZ�ULFK�LGHRORJLHV�LQ�WKH�WRS����FDQ�H[HUW�VXEVWDQWLDO�
DQG�XQGXH�LQIOXHQFH�RQ�RXU�OLYHV��ZKHWKHU�WKURXJK�SROLF\��WKH�FRXUWURRP��DGYHUWLVLQJ��
RU�WDLQWLQJ�RXU�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHPV��:KDW�WKH�.RFKV�KDYH�ZRUNHG�KDUG�WR�DYRLG�IRU�GHFDGHV�
LV�SXEOLF�VFUXWLQ\��D�SULYLOHJH�WKH\�QR�ORQJHU�KDYH�WKDQNV�WR�WKH�KDUG�ZRUN�RI�SHRSOH�DQG�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�H[SRVLQJ�WKH�.RFKV¶�VHOI�VHUYLQJ�SROLWLFDO�PDQLSXODWLRQV�
�
$V�LQIOXHQWLDO�DQG�SHUYHUVHO\�RUJDQL]HG�DV�WKH�.RFK�EURWKHUV�DUH��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�DOVR�VHH�
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WKH�EURDGHU�SLFWXUH��1XPHURXV�RWKHU�PXOWL�PLOOLRQDLUH�IDPLOLHV��IRXQGDWLRQV�DQG�FRUSRUDWLRQV�
RSHUDWH�LQ�VLPLODU�DQG�RIWHQ�FRRUGLQDWHG�ZD\V�ZLWK�&KDUOHV�DQG�'DYLG�.RFK��IRUPLQJ�DQ�HOLWH�
FRDOLWLRQ�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�LQILOWUDWLQJ�RXU�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�HURGLQJ�RXU�GHPRFUDF\�IRU�GHFDGHV��
*UHHQSHDFH�SRLQWV�WR�WKH�/HZLV�3RZHOO�0HPR�DV�D�FUXFLDO�H[DPSOH�RI�KRZ�WKLV����
\HDU�FDPSDLJQ�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�DQG�FDUULHG�RXW�EHKLQG�WKH�EDFNV�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�
SHRSOH��7KH�UHFHQW�&LWL]HQV�8QLWHG�Y��)HGHUDO�(OHFWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�GHFLVLRQ�
LV�D�PDMRU�UHFHQW�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKLV�FRRUGLQDWHG�FDPSDLJQ��DV�KDYH�EHHQ�RQJRLQJ�DWWDFNV�
RQ�SXEOLF�ZRUNHUV��ZRPHQ��HWKQLF�PLQRULWLHV�DQG�VWXGHQWV��
�
7KH�.RFKV�WKHPVHOYHV�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKLV�FRUSRUDWH�WDNHRYHU�RI�RXU�GHPRFUDF\�LQ�WKHLU�HIIRUWV�
WR�LQIOXHQFH�WKH�SROLWLFLDQV��MXGJHV��PHGLD�DQG�HGXFDWLRQDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV�
�
Ⴠ .RFK�,QGXVWULHV�GRQDWHV�PLOOLRQV�WR�VWDWH�DQG�IHGHUDO�SROLWLFLDQV��VSHQGV�PLOOLRQV�PRUH�

RQ�OREE\LQJ�WKHP��DQG�SUHVVXUHV�WKHP�WKURXJK�FDPSDLJQV�VXFK�DV�$PHULFDQV�IRU�
3URVSHULW\¶V�³1R�&OLPDWH�7D[´�SOHGJH�

�
Ⴠ 7KH�.RFKV�GRQDWH�PLOOLRQV�WR�LQIOXHQFH�MXGLFLDO�ODZ�WKURXJK�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�OLNH�WKH�3DFLILF�

/HJDO�)RXQGDWLRQ��DQG�KDYH�EURXJKW�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�-XVWLFHV�$QWRQLQ�6FDOLD�DQG�&ODUHQFH�
7KRPDV�WR�WKHLU�VHFUHWLYH�DQG�SDUWLVDQ�SROLWLFDO�IXQGUDLVLQJ�DQG�VWUDWHJ\�PHHWLQJV�

�
Ⴠ .RFK�RSHUDWLYHV�DQG�DOOLHV�SHUYDGH�PHGLD�RXWOHWV�OLNH�WKH�:DOO�6WUHHW�-RXUQDO��WKH�

([DPLQHU�QHZVSDSHUV��DQG�WKH�'DLO\�&DOOHU��7KH\�GRQDWH�WHQV�RI�WKRXVDQGV�RI�GROODUV�WR�
RXWOHWV�OLNH�WKH�$PHULFDQ�6SHFWDWRU�DQG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�5HYLHZ�

�
Ⴠ .RFK�IRXQGDWLRQV�FUDIW�PXOWL�PLOOLRQ�GROODU�FRQWUDFWV�ZLWK�XQLYHUVLWLHV�WR�LQIOXHQFH�WKHLU�

SURJUDPV��VXFK�DV�LQIOXHQFLQJ�WKH�KLULQJ�SURFHVV�LQ�)ORULGD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\¶V�HFRQRPLFV�
GHSDUWPHQW��*HRUJH�0DVRQ�8QLYHUVLW\��ZKLFK�KRVWV�WKH�.RFK�IRXQGHG�DQG�ILQDQFHG�
0HUFDWXV�&HQWHU�DQG�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�+XPDQH�6WXGLHV��,+6���KDV�UHFHLYHG�RYHU�������
PLOOLRQ�IURP�.RFK�IRXQGDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�ODVW�ILYH�\HDU�RI�,56�WD[�ILOLQJV��RQ�WRS�RI������
PLOOLRQ�DQG������PLOOLRQ�WR�0HUFDWXV�DQG�,+6�UHVSHFWLYHO\�LQ�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG�

�
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�GLVWLQFW�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV�WKDW�DUH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WR�HDFK�RI�
XV��ZH�DOVR�QHHG�WR�ORRN�DW�WKH�IXOO�SLFWXUH�DQG�ILQG�WKH�DUHDV�LQ�ZKLFK�RXU�VRFLDO�DGYRFDF\�
MXULVGLFWLRQV�RYHUODS��:RUNLQJ�WKURXJK�EROG�FRDOLWLRQV��ZH�FDQ�PRYH�RXU�FRXQWU\�
DQG�ZRUOG�LQ�D�GLUHFWLRQ�WKDW�LV�PRVW�EHQHILFLDO�WR�DOO�RI�LWV�LQKDELWDQWV��QRW�MXVW�RLO�
ELOOLRQDLUHV�OLNH�&KDUOHV�DQG�'DYLG�.RFK�
�
:+$7�<28�&$1�'2�
�
Ⴠ -RLQ�WKH�PRYHPHQW�WR�DPHQG�WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ�WR�XQGR�WKH�ZRUVW�DVSHFW�RI�WKH�&LWL]HQV�

8QLWHG�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�UXOLQJ��SURWHFWLQJ�XQOLPLWHG�DQG�XQGLVFORVHG�FRUSRUDWH�VSHQGLQJ�
RQ�HOHFWLRQV�DV�IUHH�VSHHFK��9LVLW�8QLWHG�IRU�WKH�3HRSOH�WR�VXSSRUW�IHGHUDO�OHJLVODWLRQ�
WKDW�ZRXOG�DPHQG�WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ��SXVK�ORFDO�DQG�QDWLRQDO�SROLWLFLDQV�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�
HIIRUW��DQG�ZRUN�RQ�UHVROXWLRQV�GHPDQGLQJ�DQ�DPHQGPHQW�LQ�\RXU�KRPH�

�
Ⴠ )ROORZ�*UHHQSHDFH�UHVHDUFK�RQ�.RFK�,QGXVWULHV�DQG�WKH�&OLPDWH�'HQLDO�0DFKLQH�

WKURXJK�RXU�RQJRLQJ�FDVH�VWXGLHV�DQG�DJJUHJDWHG�UHVRXUFHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHU�SROOXWHU�
DFFRXQWDELOLW\�SURMHFWV�RQ�RXU�3ROOXWHU:DWFK�ZHEVLWH�

�



	   Page	  11	  

 
 

 

 
 

People&For&the&American&Way’s&Home&Screening&Discussion&Guide&for&
Koch%Brothers%Exposed%

!

DISCUSSION&POINTS:&
&
Corporate/Big&Money&Influence&in&Elections&
Whether!it’s!with!their!front!group!Americans!For!Prosperity!or!with!immense!contributions!to!

Super!PACs!and!candidates,!the!Kochs!and!their!allies!spend!tremendous!amounts!of!money!to!

influence!the!outcome!of!elections.!Thanks!to!the!decision!of!the!rightBwing!majority!on!the!

Supreme!Court!in!2010’s!Citizens(United(v.(FEC,!they!and!their!companies!can!now!spend!

unlimited!money!to!do!so.!

!

Overturning!Citizens(United!can!only!be!done!by!the!Supreme!Court!or!by!a!constitutional!

amendment…!and!in!states!across!the!country,!the!People!have!decided!to!take!back!our!

democracy!and!have!started!passing!resolutions!encouraging!Congress!to!pass!a!constitutional!

amendment.!

&
Voting&Rights&&&The&American&Legislative&Exchange&Council&(ALEC)&
The!film!showcases!the!rightBwing!effort!to!erect!barriers!to!voting!that!disproportionately!

affect!the!poor,!minorities,!the!disabled,!the!elderly!and!young/student!voters.!Making!it!harder!

for!voters!to!register!and!placing!burdensome!restrictions!on!their!ability!to!exercise!their!most!

basic!democratic!right,!the!Right!has!latched!onto!“widespread!voter!fraud”!as!their!justification!

for!laws!like!voter!ID!requirements.!But!many!independent!studies!have!shown!that!widespread!

voter!fraud!simply!does!not!occur!or!exist!–!but!what!does!occur!is!the!disenfranchisement!of!

potentially!millions!of!eligible!voters!in!some!of!the!most!vulnerable!communities.!

!

A!KochBfunded!group!behind!much!of!the!Right’s!legislative!effort,!the!American!Legislative!

Exchange!Council!(ALEC)!is!also!discussed.!!ALEC!is!a!corporate!front!group!with!an!extreme,!proB

corporate,!antiBdemocratic!agenda.!!In!the!words!of!one!of!their!founders,!Paul!Weyrich:!!

“Elections(are(not(won(by(a(majority(of(the(people.(They(never(have(
been(from(the(beginning(of(our(country(and(they(are(not(now.(As(a(
matter(of(fact,(our(leverage(in(the(elections(quite(candidly(goes(up(
as(the(voting(populace(goes(down.”!

AntiPUnion&Attacks&and&Organized&Opposition&&
Koch(Brothers(Exposed!highlighted!the!unionBbusting!activities!of!the!Koch!Brothers,!particularly!
in!Wisconsin!where!they!backed!Gov.!Scott!Walker’s!plan!to!strip!public!workers!of!their!basic!

right!to!bargain!collectively.!With!that!antiBworker!attack,!came!a!divisive!campaign!to!demonize!

public!sector!workers!(like!teachers,!nurses,!sanitation!workers!and!firefighters).!!PFAW!and!

others!will!be!fighting!to!RECALL!Gov.!Scott!Walker!in!Wisconsin!this!summer.!Keep!informed!

about!the!effort!by!signing!up!for!email!alerts!at!www.pfaw.org.!!

!

Resources:&
&



	   Page	  12	  

 
 

 

 
 

• Koch(Brothers(Exposed!highlights!the!Koch!brothers’!influence!in!the!powerful!House!
Energy!and!Commerce!Committee!in!Congress.!That’s!not!the!only!committee!heavily!

influenced!by!the!Kochs!BB!Chairman!of!the!House!Committee!on!Oversight!and!

Government!!Reform!Darrel!Issa!held!sham!hearings!on!the!budget!last!year!to!promote!

the!Kochs’!corporatist!propaganda!.!For!more,!go!to:!http://www.pfaw.org/KochPaP
Thon.!
!

• http://www.pfaw.org/GovernmentByThePeople&BB!PFAW’s!campaign!to!restore!

Government!By!the!People,!NOT!the!corporations.!

&
• http://united4thepeople.org&!BB!the!multiBorganization!effort!known!has!United!For!the!

People!acts!as!a!hub!for!much!of!the!grassroots!activity!going!on!around!the!country.&
 

• PFAW’s!report,!“Citizens!Blindsided:!Secret!Corporate!Money!in!the!2010!Elections!and!

America's!New!Shadow!Democracy,”!at!http://www.pfaw.org/Blindsided.&&&
&

• Read!several!reports!by!PFAW’s!affiliate!People!For!the!American!Way!Foundation!at!

http://www.pfaw.org/ALEC.!
 

• Read!about!the!rightBwing!myth!of!widespread!voter!fraud!and!the!effort!to!

disenfranchise!voters!in!PFAW!Foundation’s!report,!“THE!RIGHT!TO!VOTE!UNDER!

ATTACK:!The!Campaign!to!Keep!Millions!of!Americans!from!the!Ballot!Box”!–!found!at!

http://www.pfaw.org/VoteUnderAttack.!!!


