Int roduct ion
Welcome! This facilitation guide was created to help
professors and groups engage with student audiences. The
goal is to provide resources that accompany Brave New Films'
documentaries and short videos to elicit conversation, debate
and critical thinking. Our guide is designed for a thorough and
thoughtful unpacking of Making a Killing: Guns, Greed, and the
NRA, whether you are discussing the film in the classroom or
hosting a screening at your university.
Throughout this guide, you will find supplemental materials,
discussion questions, advice on facilitating a screening, as
well as ways for students to get involved. For the most up to
date information, you can visit our website at
www.bravenewfilms.org/ educators.
This guide is a sample of the vast amount of resources
available to you. We encourage you to conduct your own
research as well. Thank you for your interest in Brave New
Films! We trust that this resource helps you in your endeavor
to spread knowledge and spark conversation.
We encourage you to tell us about your experience! The more
we know, the better our program can be. Please take our
feedback survey at www.bravenewfilms.org/ educators.
We thank you for your interest in Brave New Films!
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Section 1:

ABOUT THE FILM

Section 2:

FILM IN THE CLASSROOM

Background
In the United States there are nearly 300 million privately owned firearms, the highest amount among
industrialized countries. The number of guns owned has nearly surpassed the nation?s population of 320 million
people. More than 117,000 Americans are non-fatally injured or die each year from a gunshot wound, making
firearm-related injuries among the 5 leading causes of death for people aged 1-64 in the United States.1 For two
decades, the United States has seen a drastic reduction of public health research on guns and gun violence. In
1996, the NRA successfully lobbied Congress to limit funding to the Center for Disease Control for guns
research.2 Unfortunately, each year more than 30,000 Americans are killed by firearms.3
Gun violence is seen in a variety of settings including domestic violence, unintentional shootings, trafficking,
suicide, and mass shootings.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE is a very pervasive and damaging social

problem in the United States. 1 in 3 women have
experienced some form of physical violence by their partner in their lifetime.4 With or without firearms,
domestic violence is a serious issue. However, guns do make domestic violence situations more fatal. A woman
is 5 times more likely to die in a domestic violence situation if her abuser owns a gun.5 Every month 52 women
in the US are shot and killed by a current or former intimate partner, and countless others are seriously injured in
non-fatal shootings.6 Background checks can and do prevent abusers from obtaining firearms. 92% of Americans
support background checks on all gun sales.7 When states have comprehensive background check laws, less
women die in domestic violence situations. 46% fewer women are shot to death by intimate partners in states
with background checks.
07

Chicago is primarily fueled by a massive influx of guns from outside the city limits. One in six guns found at Chicago crime
scenes came from three local gun stores. From 2009 to 2013, 60% of guns found at Chicago crime scenes were
trafficked into the city from other states with weaker gun laws.20 In six years, 3,824 guns that were used in crimes in Chicago
came from Indiana, a short 30-minute drive from Chicago.21

SUICIDE is a gun

issue that is less publicized, but a terrible and comprehensive problem. Two thirds of all gun deaths are
suicide deaths. 21.334 people committed suicide with a firearm in 2014.22 In most cases suicide is an impulsive decision. The
use of a firearm in a suicide attempt result in death 90% of the time.23 That is extremely high in comparison to other
commonly used methods, such as hanging or pills, which only result in death 3% of the time.24 Many people who survive
suicide attempts have deeply regretted the suicide attempt afterwards, and 90% of people who survive do not try to commit
suicide again.25 More sensible gun legislation can save lives. There is a 48% decrease in suicides in states that require a
background check26 and states with firearm waiting period laws also have significantly lower rates of suicide.27

MASS SHOOTING tragedies have occurred throughout America's history. Unfortunately, this phenomena is only increasing - the
frequency of public mass shootings tripled since 2011, from every 200 days (1982-2010) to every 64 days (2011-2014).28
Public mass shootings are more frequent in the US than in any other country in the world.29 After the mass shooting at Sandy
Hook Elementary in Newtown, Connecticut, there was a national outcry for solutions to gun violence. Immediately following
the shooting of elementary school students, proposals to expand background checks on firearm sales and a ban of some
semi-automatic weapons were rejected by the Senate in 2013.30 Legislation that limits the amount of guns and ammunition a
single person can buy online, could be a step towards preventing the next public mass shooting.
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Fact s and Figures
33,636

Nearly 1 in 4 black
youth know someone
who has experienced
gun violence. 5

On Average

88
total gun-related
deaths in 2013 1

deat hs
surpass

accident deat hs

in 21 states and D.C. in 2014.3
Research shows that gun use int ensif ies viol ence making more
likely that the victim of an assault or robbery would die. 4
11

$229 bil l ion

Americans are killed
by gun violence
each day. 2

estimated cost of gun
violence per year 6

$11.7 bil l ion

$

estimated revenue of guns
and ammunition industry in
a single year 7

$65,973,554
total NRA spending on
politicians and lobbying
since the 1990s 8

Guns in America: Timel ine

1920s ? NRA
leaders help
draft model
firearm
legislation.

1972 Congress
exempts guns
and
ammunition
from regulation
by the
Consumer
Product Safety
Commission.

1934 - The
National
Firearms Act
is the first
federal gun
law to be
passed in
the United
States.

1938 - The Federal Firearms Act is
passed to impose a federal license
requirement on gun manufacturers,
importers, and those ?engaged in the
business of selling firearms,? who
must record their sales. It bans the sale
of guns to those convicted of or
indicted for committing violent crimes.

1968 - The Gun Control
Act prohibits convicted
felons and the mentally
ill from buying guns,
expands purchasing and
selling requirements,
and bans mail order gun
sales.

1977 - Harlon Carter
takes over leadership of
the NRA, and the
organization turns
political.

1993 - The Brady
Handgun Violence
Prevention Act requires
background checks on
all guns sold by licensed
sellers, and imposes a
5-day waiting period on
gun purchases while the
background check is
completed.

1986 - The Firearm Owners
Protection Act limits the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearm,
and Explosive?s ability to
inspect and regulate gun
dealers, and bans fully
automatic firearms.
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Every Mont h

52
women in the U.S. are
shot and killed by a
current or former
int imat e part ner. 14

17

Risk of homicide for women in
a gun-owning household is:

3x
5x

higher
overall 15

higher in
domest ic viol ence
situations 16

MORE
THAN HALF
of women killed
by their intimate
partners in the
U.S. are killed
with guns. 17

Part 2:

UNINTENTIONAL SHOOTINGS

Fact s and Figures

Parents' ownership of a weapon is a significant risk to their children and their children's friends. 18

2x
as likely to die by
homicide than people
19
without guns at home.

21

Unint ent ional l y shot
in U.S. (2013) 20

People with guns at
home are

16,334
all ages

3,061
ages 0-19

124
ages 0-19

567
all ages

20x
higher rate of
firearm homicide for
U.S. children than
other developed
nations 17
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Firearms manuf act ured
yearly in U.S. (in millions)

Fact s and Figures
10.9

3.1

250% increase in
the annual
manufacturing of
firearms in the U.S.
between 2004 and
2013 21
25

A Closer Look: Chicago, IL

50,000
Annual estimated
number of guns
t raf f icked across
U.S. state lines to
someone who has
committed a
crime 22

From 2009 to 2013,

60%
of guns
recovered from
crimes in
Chicago came
f rom st at es
wit h weaker
gun l aws. 23

The vict ims
of crimes
committed
with illegal
guns in
Chicago are
overwhelmingly
bl ack.24
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Fact s and Figures

States with firearm waiting period laws have significantly lower rates of suicide. 25

29

50%

Fatality rate

Estimated
percentage
of suicides
committed
with guns 26

Suicide attempts with firearms are more f at al
compared to other commonly used methods. 27, 28

91%
Firearms

3%
Other common methods
(overdosing, wrist cutting)

Risk of suicide
is up to

5x
higher for people
in gun-owning
households 29
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57%

of mass
shootings
involved
perpetrator's
part ner or
f amil y
members
being killed 30

44%

of mass
shootings
involved the
shoot er
commit t ing
suicide 30

At least

55%

occurred
wholly or in
part where
conceal ed
guns are
lawfully
allowed 30

Mass shootings involving
assaul t or high-capacit y
weapons resulted in:

155%
47%

more
injuries
more
deaths 30

The frequency of
mass shootings

TRIPLED
since 2011?
from every 200
days (1982-2010)
to every 64 days
(2011-2014). 31
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Gun Viol ence and Human Right s
provided by

Jamira Burl ey
Senior Campaigner, Gun Violence and Criminal Justice
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