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In 2007, the school district passed a levy for a new $73 million high school, 
which opened in 2011. Now, the district and its citizens continue their com-
mitment to provide a high-quality education system by funding, with state 

matching support, an additional $140 million master plan set to replace 
the remaining public schools with five state-of-the-art schools and a new 

stadium over the next three years. 
“People have a history of investing in pre-K to 12 education here,” Brinda 

says. “That is a testimony to how our citizens value our children and youth. 
That support plays an important role in creating a culture of life-long learning 

that carries over into adulthood and contributes to a more promising future 
for our families and businesses. 

“Elyria is turning a corner as a community, following a recession that hit its 
manufacturing core hard. I credit a very strong educational system in part 

for that,” she says, adding that Elyria is home to the first community college 
in the State of Ohio with a permanent home — Lorain County Community 
College (LCCC). Moreover, LCCC is one of only a few in the state to offer 

opportunities to earn an associate’s degree while still in high school, as well 
as bachelor’s degrees in microelectronic manufacturing and a variety of 

other areas through the University Partnership Program. 

“THIS IS A COMMUNITY ON THE RISE,” says Mayor Holly Brinda, whose family has lived in Elyria for five generations. This 
201-year-old city offers history and diversity; arts and culture, eclectic, affordable housing; magnificent parks, business opportunity 
and high-quality education. “I’m very proud to be an Elyrian,” she says. 

“We were pioneers in many ways, and that has helped shape the culture of the hard-working, innovative Elyrians of today,” 
Brinda explains. Now Ohio’s 14th largest city and county seat, Elyria is the founding home of the Easter Seal Society, the first 
chartered high school west of the Allegheny Mountains, the pipe wrench, sewing machine, rubber heel and modern-day bicycle 
seat, among many other inventions. 

“Elyria was an early manufacturing mecca in the United States, largely powered by our beautiful Black River and two magnificent 
waterfalls in downtown,” she proudly adds. 

Recent tax issues passed by the City, schools and library are helping to make Elyria’s turn-around happen — along with federal, 
state and local grants, business investment and important community partnerships. 

INVESTING IN EDUCATION

“From a business and industry perspective, we are seeing 
an uptick in relocation and expansion here,” Brinda says, 
highlighting recent expansions at Nelson Stud, Dura-Line 
Corp., Multilink Inc., Ridge Tool and Elyria Plastics. On top 
of those expansions, 10 new businesses have moved to the 
city since the beginning of 2017. 

“The business climate is looking up, and we are 
expanding our toolbox of business incentives, encouraging 
business and industry leaders to learn more about why you 
should grow your organization in Elyria, Ohio,” Brinda says. 

“A lot of people may not realize that Elyria is still globally 
connected and locally invested with major manufacturers 
like Invacare, Parker Hannifin, Lear Romec, BASF, Ridge 
Tool, Diamond Products and so many more,” she says. 
“They are here because we have major highway, rail, airport 
and port access; an abundance of water, and available 
land and affordable buildings. But, perhaps most important, 
we have a strong workforce and world-class workforce 
training that you just can’t find in many other places.” 

EXPANDING & ATTRACTING BUSINESSES
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Elyria Builds a Path Forward
GET A BY-THE-NUMBERS LOOK AT THE DOLLARS POURING INTO A COMMUNITY THAT’S REBUILDING, GROWING AND ATTRACTING 
NEW RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES.            BY KRISTEN HAMPSHIRE

$140 M

Elyria is home to NEED, the first chartered high 
school west of the Allegheny Mountains. 

FUN FACT:

$30.6 MILLION
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UNLOCKING POTENTIAL AT THE 
LIBRARIES
Elyria’s public library system supports the 
community’s quest for life-long learning 
— citizens recently passed a $12 million 
bond issue to completely rebuild the Main 
Library facility, build a new south-side 
library branch and renovate the West River 
branch near Midway Mall, among other 
improvements. “It’s nice to see our Elyria 
Public Library system evolving with the 
times, and continuing to serve Elyrians of all 
generations,” says Brinda. 

Many of the natural wonders of the Western Reserve can be found in Elyria’s 359 acres of park 
land. Recent and ongoing improvements by the City, Lorain County Metro Parks and service 
organizations are beckoning residents and visitors alike. 

A new 50-year lease agreement the City crafted with the Lorain County Metro Parks is allow-
ing for the refurbishing of Cascade and Elywood parks. Elyria’s two magnificent waterfalls and 
the majestic Black River can now be viewed from new and updated walking and bike trails, as 
well as the formerly established observation deck and bridge. New pavilions, restrooms, nature 
programming and security have also been added. And, in honor of the Elyria Rotary Club’s 
100th anniversary, a new universal design playground will open in mid-summer to serve the 
ability levels of all of Elyria’s children. 

 Elyria’s four recreation centers, one in each quadrant of the city, are also being refurbished. 
Among the improvements include two new spray parks at the West Park and South Park, im-
provements to the North Park Ice Arena and East Park walking trails and infrastructure. 

the Parks

Elyria’s historic downtown is experiencing resurgence with the help of federal, 
state and local funding. New streetscapes and lighting are brightening 

the glow of one of the Western Reserve’s original town centers. A new Arts 
District is emerging with 35 working artists, an art gallery and plaza supported 

by the City and Elyria Arts Council. The county will soon return passenger rail to 
the former New York Central Rail Station on Broad Street, now the Lorain County 

Community and Transportation Center. 
Private developers are investing, too, bringing in new restaurants, businesses, residential 
mixed-use housing and other attractions. The new Foundry Restaurant on Broad Street is 
testament to Elyria’s rich manufacturing history. A new philanthropically-funded fountain in 
Ely Square will soon add to the atmosphere of renewal, along with a restored iconic county 
court house. 
“You see the new and the old coming together, and it inspires a sense of pride and hope for 
the future,” Brinda says. 

$16.8M

A recent $23 million in-
vestment to widen state 
Route 57 and remove 
the 49th Street Bridge 
has spurred an additional 
$16.8 million of investment in 
the Midway Mall area, Brinda says. 
“The project improved a high crash 
zone, made access easier to the Mall 
and adjoining retail areas, and freed 
property up for further development.” 

A new Courtyard by Marriott Hotel 
will open this spring. Johnny K Power 
Sports is taking over the former 
Macy’s building and will also open in 
late spring. Designer Fashion Ware-
house out of Columbus relocated 
from the former Macy’s building to 
the former Office Max building and 
has been busy since it opened in 
February. The old Wal-Mart sold to a 
national automotive parts distribution 
center to open in 2019. “Being at the 
nexus of I-90, state Route 57 and the 
Ohio Turnpike, our mall area is stra-
tegically positioned to succeed with 
some adjustments — even in these 
rapidly changing times,” says Brinda. 
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$12 M

Playing Up

$12.4 M

Reimagining 
the Mall 
Property $36.8M REVITALIZING DOWNTOWN



At the neighborhood level, there 
is $7.1 million going toward street 

resurfacing and repair through-
out the City. An additional $67.1 

million is currently being invested 
in improving roads, bridges and 

sewers. “Elyria is a 201-year-old city, 
and we are making very significant 
investments to improve the quality 

of life for residents and make sure our 
business community has the infrastructure 

they need to succeed,” emphasizes Brinda.
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A new $100 million development in the Chestnut Commons area off of state 
Route 57 at Chestnut Ridge will continue to change this formerly rural land-
scape. The recent annexation of 36 acres of property into Elyria will expand the 
already burgeoning retail hub. “With all the new housing going up in that area, 
having more retail and eatery options within a short distance will make the area 
even more desirable,“ says Brinda. She adds that the city is committed to ad-
dressing the emerging traffic issues as the area grows.

$100 MIL
Chestnut Commons Expands 
Office and Retail Options

$59 Million
NEW UPSCALE SINGLE FAMILY HOUSING

A total of 325 new housing starts are expected in 2018. 
Among them include a 214-unit upscale age-55-and-up 
Hovanian Home Four Seasons Subdivision in the Chest-
nut Commons area off of state Route 57. It will feature a 
clubhouse, pool, walking trails, tennis courts, pickleball, 

snow removal and lawn care. Also, near downtown, 
New Sunrise Properties will build 62 cottage-style rental 

homes for seniors age 55 and up. Additional hous-
ing starts are in process, and more is coming with the 

residential phase of the Valley of the Eagles golf course 
pending and more residential property becoming avail-

able with the rebuilding of the public school system. 

Roads, 

Better Streets,

Bridges and Sewers

$74.2 MILLION


