
SLS MATERIALS correlated to BC MINISTRY’S REDESIGNED CURRICULUM                                         Grade 5 Science   

Here’s how the SLS: Student Leadership in Sustainability materials developed by Be The Change Earth Alliance (BTCEA) support some of the Big Ideas and 
Learning Standards of this course. 
Under each Curricular Competency we have indicated the SLS COMPONENTS that foster the development of that specific competency. 
Under the Ministry’s Content column we have indicated the SLS CONTENT, in either the teachers’ lesson materials or the students’ Action Packs that 
addresses the Ministry’s learning standards. 

CORE COMPETENCIES BIG IDEAS 

COMMUNICATION  The communication competency encompasses the set of abilities that students use to impart and exchange 
information, experiences and ideas, to explore the world around them, and to understand and effectively engage in the use of digital media. 

THINKING  The thinking competency encompasses the knowledge, skills and processes we associate with intellectual development. It is 
through their competency as thinkers that students take subject-specific concepts and content and transform them into a new 
understanding. Thinking competence includes specific thinking skills as well as habits of mind, and meta-cognitive awareness. 

PERSONAL & SOCIAL  Personal and social competency is the set of abilities that relate to students' identity in the world, both as individuals 
and as members of their community and society. Personal and social competency encompasses the abilities students need to thrive as 
individuals, to understand and care about themselves and others, and to find and achieve their purposes in the world. 

SLS COMPONENTS  The entire inquiry based SLS program is designed to foster these competencies. These specific learning goals are 
outlined in each Action Pack. You can assess how well these goals have been met by having students complete their Self Evaluation found in 
the Teacher’s Kit for each Value Modules. Each specific component of SLS engages with one or more core competency.  

 Earth materials change 
as they move through 
the rock cycle and can 
be used as natural 
resources.  

 

Learning Standards  
Curricular Competencies Content 

Students are expected to be able to do the following: 

Questioning and predicting 
• Demonstrate a sustained curiosity about a scientific topic or problem of personal interest 

SLS COMPONENT 
Choose an environmental topic and complete the Action Pack to fully explore your inquiry. 

• Make observations in familiar or unfamiliar contexts 

SLS COMPONENTS 
Each Action Pack’s ‘Local Activity’ ask students to make observations about their surroundings and 

Students are expected to know the following: 
• First Peoples concept of interconnectedness 

in the environment 

SLS COMPONENTS 
Every SLS Lesson Plan and each student 
Action Pack has an Aboriginal Wisdom 
quote relating to that specific 
sustainability issue. 
The ‘Local Activity’ in each Action Pack 
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draw conclusions from their first hand research. 

Planning and conducting 
• With support, plan appropriate investigations to answer their questions or solve problems they have 

identified 

SLS COMPONENTS 
SLS posits 40 inquiry questions focused on global sustainability issues, providing a broad range for 
investigation. Each Action Pack supports students for a thorough investigation of that inquiry. You 
can have students choose their Action Pack/inquiry and also add their own questions. Also, each 
Value’s Lesson Plan poses a ‘larger inquiry question’ that all of the other inquiries relate to.  

• Observe, measure, and record data, using appropriate tools, including digital technologies 
• Choose appropriate data to collect to answer their questions  

SLS COMPONENTS 
Most ‘Local Activities’ in each Action Pack have students conduct firsthand research and collect 
data from their home or community. This can be recorded on fillable PDFs for an optional 
paperless process.  

 Processing and analyzing data and information 
• Experience and interpret the local environment 
• Construct and use a variety of methods, including tables, graphs, and digital technologies, as 

appropriate, to represent patterns or relationships in data 
• Identify patterns and connections in data  
• Compare data with predictions and develop explanations for results 

SLS COMPONENTS 
Each Action Pack’s ‘Local Activity’ has students collect and interpret information from their home, 
life, or school. Additionally, the ‘Local Activity’s reflective questions, and the ‘Critical Thinking’ 
questions ask students to make connections and draw conclusions from their research.  

• Demonstrate an openness to new ideas and consideration of alternatives 

SLS COMPONENTS 
The Action Surveys give an array of actions connected to each topic that students are asked to 
choose from to help create new habits. Student Worldview Surveys that are filled out at the 
beginning and end of a Value Module ask students to reflect on how they see a topic, then how 
their views may have changed by the end of the exploration. 

illustrates how we are interconnected to 
global sustainability issues. 
Interconnectedness section in Further 
Explorations of each ACTION PACK, 
available after October, has students 
reflect on ‘All my relations’, connecting 
that to what they have learned 

• the nature of sustainable practices around 
BC’s living and non-living resources  

SLS CONTENT 
Action Packs that reference the cycles: 
 A4 – Fresh & Local 
 A5 – The Story of Meat 
 C1 – Transportation 
 C2 – Paper Cuts 
 C3 – Bright Energy 
 C4 – Saving Water 
 C5 – Being Chill & Heating Up 
 C6 – Ocean Wise 
 C7 – All That Glitters (higher 

level) 
 C8 – Oil (higher level) 
 E2 – Water Privatization (higher 

level) 

IN LESSONS: 
 Value Conservation entire 

lesson plan is focused on the 
question ‘How can we value 
Earth’s limited resources in our 
personal and industry choices?’ 

SLS COMPONENTS 
Every SLS Action Pack focuses on setting 
students up to think critically about their 
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Evaluating 
• Identify some of the assumptions and given information in secondary sources 
• Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of evidence 

SLS COMPONENTS 
Use ‘Current Events’ Q #2, found in each Value Module Teacher’s Kit, to analyze any source in the 
students’ Library of Links or Current Events article(s) referenced. 

• Identify some of the social, ethical, and environmental implications of the findings from their own and 
others’ investigations 

SLS COMPONENTS 

‘Cost & Benefits’ in each Action Pack explores this thoroughly. 

Applying and innovating 
• Contribute to care for self, others, and community through personal or collaborative approaches 

SLS COMPONENTS 
The ‘Action Survey’ in each Action Pack provides a wide range of ways to apply their learning in 
personal or collaborative ways. 

• Co-operatively design projects 

SLS COMPONENTS 
In each Action Pack students collaboratively plan their presentation, where they teach the other 
students about what they learned. The entire VALUE INNOVATION module leads students through 
a feasibility study approach for collaborative school or community projects.  

• Transfer and apply learning to new situations  

SLS COMPONENTS 
In each Action Pack students answer Research Questions and use this knowledge to apply to 
Critical Thinking questions that allow students to apply learning to a different context or new 
situations.  

Communicating 
• Communicate ideas, explanations, and processes in a variety of ways 

SLS COMPONENTS 
The entire Action Pack process prepares students to communicate their ideas to their peers, 
discuss the activity with their family, and finally to deliver a creative class presentation to fulfill this 

actions and make more sustainable 
choices.  
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competency. Creative Presentation Formats provide students with many different creative 
engaging ways of presenting their findings. 

• Express and reflect on personal, shared, or others’ experiences of place 

SLS COMPONENTS 
The entire Action Pack process prepares students to fulfill this competency. The Student World 
View survey completed before and after the SLS unit helps document their expanded worldview. 
This is found in each Value Module Teachers’ Kit. 

Please note: The instructions on where to find each SLS resource are for online navigation when signed in as a teacher. If you have printed out an SLS 
binder the resources are in either the Teacher’s Kit or Action Pack sections. Quite a few elements that are more fluid can only be found online.  

Be The Change Earth Alliance is a BC based Canadian charity founded in 2005 on the belief that global issues are intrinsically tied to our own values and 
actions.  BTCEA co-creates curriculum with a consortium of teachers that equip and motivate Canadian youth to develop critical thinking and creative 
communication skills, build global awareness and proactively engage in positive solutions for a sustainable future.  

SLS: Student Leadership in Sustainability has been developed in a 5 year iterative process of research and classroom testing to create teacher friendly 
lesson plans and student materials with age-appropriate language, actions, research links, and current pedagogical approaches to build civic leadership 
and engagement in making sustainable lifestyle choices. For each of the last 3 years SLS has been used by 4000+ students. School wide access to SLS is 
available through a Healthy Schools Network grant.  

Contact BTCEA at 604-269-9874 or admin@bethechangeearthalliance.org for more info. 
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