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4. LOCAL ACTIVITY 
How does active citizenship impact you? How can this issue be 
brought to the community as an important part of connecting 
with each other and creating change? 

Your Action Circle will conduct a small anonymous survey with 
members of your community. The goal is for each circle 
member to survey at least five people. 

a. Each Action Circle member will identify at least one person from each age range to survey. 
Consider family members, teachers, neighbors, and asking people in community centers to 
speak with you. 

b. Tell your survey respondents that this is for a school project on active citizenship and the 
information will remain confidential. Fill in your survey questionnaire for each participant.  

c. After each group member has completed their surveys, meet with your group and complete 
the Data Collection Chart.  
d. As a group, review your compiled data and write up a summary of your findings in a news 
article. Include this valuable information in your presentation. A sample news article called, 
“How Active is Your Community?” is included below.  
 

AGE DEMOGRAPHIC WHO I WILL INTERVIEW:                             WHEN I WILL HAVE THIS 
DONE:  
   13-29 _______________________________________    ____________________________ 

   30-64 _______________________________________    ____________________________ 

   65 +  _______________________________________    ____________________________ 

 

Data Collection Chart: After completing your surveys, record the total number of people 
surveyed by your Action Circle and the number of people that participated in each activity. 

Age 
Range 

Total # 
Survey 

Voted 
city/school 

Voted 
provincial 

Voted 
federal 

Attended 
meeting 

Signed 
petition 

Wrote 
letter 

In co-op 
or NGO 

13-29         

30-64         

65+          

TOTAL         

 

Name:  Course:  Date:  
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Sample Survey: (print copies to hand out to members in your community) 

1. Which of the following activities have you participated in, in the past 5 years? (Check off all 
that apply) 

              Voted in the last municipal election  

              Voted in the last provincial election 

              Voted in the last federal election 

              Voted or participated in the last school election (if under 18) 
              Signed a petition that asked for a change to occur in government policies or to influence                       

a decision 

              Wrote a letter to a politician  

              Attended a meeting or public rally about a community or electoral concern 

              Joined a co-op/credit union/NGO (or were already a part of one) 

 
2. Which of the activities or actions listed above do you think will create the greatest impact in 
your community?  Why? 

 
 
 

3. Why did you choose to participate in some or any of the listed activities? 
 
 

 
4. If you didn’t participate in some or any of the listed activities, why didn’t you?   
 

 

 
5. On a scale of 1-10 (1= Not active, 10=Very active) how active do you think you are in 
exercising your democratic rights and opportunities as a Canadian citizen. 

 
 

6. Do you have any suggestions for ways that people might get more engaged in the democratic 
process?   

 

 
 

 

SLS: STUDENT LEADERSHIP IN SUSTAINABILITY E9.11 Copyright © 2016 Be The Change Earth Alliance 



VALUE JUSTICE Action Pack #9: COUNT ME IN 

Sample Newspaper Article:  
Fill in the blanks with data collected from the survey using extra paper as necessary. Shift the 
wording as needed.  This sample outlines the basics. Make your article interesting and 
informative, including your personal opinion on the results you discovered.  

Students in grade ____ at ____________ secondary school conducted a survey in the 
____________ community/neighborhood. A total of #____ survey participants, ranging in age 
from 13 to 65+, were asked questions about their level of civic engagement and their 
participation as active citizens.  

Results indicate that ______ % of people surveyed have done two or more things to engage in 
their communities in the past 5 years. The list of activities given included: voting, signing a 
petition, writing a letter to a politician, participating in a rally, being a part of a co-op, credit 
union or NGO. _______  

# of people out of the ______# surveyed did not choose to participate in any of the democratic 
activities listed above.  

The majority of respondents said that ______________________ activity would have the 
greatest impact. On average, respondents rated themselves as a _____# on a 1-10 scale of how 
active they are as citizens (10 = very active).  

The survey also asked why people choose to participate as active citizens and why some choose 
not to. Answers included:  
1.  

2.  
3. 
4. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Continue the article with your own conclusions on the data that you have collected.  
Finish the article by answering the questions:  

     What are some barriers that inhibit people from being active citizens? 
 

 

 

 

     How can we help remove these barriers? 
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So What? 

4.2 Compare your activity results with others in your group. Write down one or more 
similarities and differences that you found. Label similarities S and differences D. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.3 What are some conclusions or observations you gained from this activity?  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taking Action  
Choose ONE (or MORE) action(s) from your ACTION SURVEY in the front of 
your Action Pack, check it off in Column B and record it below. Do the 
action(s) now.    

My chosen action is:  ____________________________________________________________ 

I will complete it by:  ____________________________________________________________ 

SLS: STUDENT LEADERSHIP IN SUSTAINABILITY E9.13 Copyright © 2016 Be The Change Earth Alliance 


	E9.Count Me In 10
	E9.Count Me In 11
	E9.Count Me In 12
	E9.Count Me In 13

	VALUE JUSTICE: 
	Date_3: 
	Action Pack 9 COUNT ME IN: 
	WHO I WILL INTERVIEW 1: 
	WHO I WILL INTERVIEW 2: 
	WHO I WILL INTERVIEW 3: 
	WHEN I WILL HAVE THIS 1: 
	WHEN I WILL HAVE THIS 2: 
	WHEN I WILL HAVE THIS 3: 
	Total  Survey1329: 
	Voted cityschool1329: 
	Voted provincial1329: 
	Voted federal1329: 
	Attended meeting1329: 
	Signed petition1329: 
	Wrote letter1329: 
	In coop or NGO1329: 
	Total  Survey3064: 
	Voted cityschool3064: 
	Voted provincial3064: 
	Voted federal3064: 
	Attended meeting3064: 
	Signed petition3064: 
	Wrote letter3064: 
	In coop or NGO3064: 
	Total  Survey65: 
	Voted cityschool65: 
	Voted provincial65: 
	Voted federal65: 
	Attended meeting65: 
	Signed petition65: 
	Wrote letter65: 
	In coop or NGO65: 
	Total  SurveyTOTAL: 
	Voted cityschoolTOTAL: 
	Voted provincialTOTAL: 
	Voted federalTOTAL: 
	Attended meetingTOTAL: 
	Signed petitionTOTAL: 
	Wrote letterTOTAL: 
	In coop or NGOTOTAL: 
	Check Box43: Off
	Check Box44: Off
	Check Box45: Off
	Check Box46: Off
	Check Box47: Off
	Check Box48: Off
	Check Box49: Off
	Check Box50: Off
	Text51: 
	Text52: 
	Text53: 
	Text54: 
	Text55: 
	communityneighborhood A total of: 
	secondary school conducted a survey in the: 
	from 13 to 65 were asked questions about their level of civic engagement and their: 
	survey participants ranging in age: 
	their communities in the past 5 years The list of activities given included voting signing a: 
	of people out of the: 
	surveyed did not choose to participate in any of the democratic: 
	greatest impact On average respondents rated themselves as a: 
	on a 110 scale of how: 
	Continue the article with your own conclusions on the data that you have collected: 
	Text56: 
	Text57: 
	Text58: 
	Text59: 
	Text60: 
	Text61: 
	My chosen action is_2: 
	I will complete it by_2: 
	Text62: 
	Text63: 


