
VALUE JUSTICE Action Pack #2: WATER PRIVATIZATION 

4. LOCAL ACTIVITY 
How does this global topic relate to you personally? Is there 
more to know about water before you decide to buy a bottle 
from a vending machine? When we want to quench our thirst, 
our options are often limited to drinking tap or bottled water. 
Why do people avoid tap water and prefer to pay for bottled 
water? What do they think they are paying for? Is there a real 
difference between bottled water and tap water? Where does 
the water come from? To answer these questions, conduct a 

“Taste Test” at your school or in your classroom.  

a. Choose one brand of bottled water to compare with your school’s tap water. Set up a “Taste 
Test” table at lunch, in between classes, or in class (with your teacher’s permission).  
b. Fill out your RESEARCH CHART and find out if students at your school can tell the difference 
between tap water and bottled water.  

c. Then, inform them of the source of the bottled water and some of the issues surrounding it 
to help educate the students in your school about where bottled water comes from. 
Tips:  

• Make sure that the water types you are comparing are both at the same temperature 
• Make sure that students aren’t aware of other student’s answers before doing the test 

themselves. You can do this by having participants write down their answer then 
revealing the sample(s) at the same time. 

Where does our bottled water come from? 
• Dasani (owned by Coco Cola) is refined tap water from municipal sources in Canada Link 

15. 
• Aquafina (owned by Pepsi) is refined tap water from municipal sources in Canada Link 

16. 

• Fiji (owned by Natural Waters of Vivi Ltd.) is sourced from an artesian aquifier in Viti 
Levu, one of the major islands of Fiji Link 17. 

• Nestle Waters Canada bottles from B.C. every year Link 18. 

Research Chart 
4.1 Complete Research Chart (use note paper if more space is needed) 

Taste Test Guesses TAP OR BOTTLED? 

# Correct # Incorrect 

 

 

 

 

Name:  Course:   Date:  
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http://www.naturalnews.com/038840_dasani_tap_water_purified.html
http://www.naturalnews.com/038840_dasani_tap_water_purified.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/story/2007/07/27/aquafina.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/story/2007/07/27/aquafina.html
http://livingtraditionally.com/what-you-didnt-know-about-fiji-water-but-should/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/nestl%C3%A9-faces-renewed-criticism-as-b-c-drought-continues-1.3145929
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Taste Test Guesses TAP OR BOTTLED? 

# Correct # Incorrect 

  

How many people guessed correctly? 

 

 

What were their reactions when you told them which water was which? 

 
 
 

 
 
What was it like conducting this test?  

 
 
 

 
 

So What? 

4.2 Compare your activity results with others in your group. Write down one or more 
similarities and differences that you found. Label similarities S and differences D. 
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4.3 What are some conclusions or observations you gained from this activity?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Taking Action  
Choose ONE (or MORE) action(s) from your ACTION SURVEY in the back of your 
Action Pack, check it off in Column B and record it below. Do the action(s) now.    

My chosen action is:  ____________________________________________________________ 

I will complete it by:  ____________________________________________________________ 
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