
EDUCATION IN BC

ABOUT BE THE CHANGE EARTH ALLIANCE
We are dedicated to using education to advance an environmentally sustainable, individually ful�lling, and socially 
just human presence on this planet. We do this through school and community initiatives that connect global prob-
lems to local solutions. For more information visit www.bethechangeearthalliance.org. 

Big Ideas Shaping New Curriculum
The BC Ministry of Education recently undertook the large 
task of upgrading the province’s K-12 curriculum.  A 
multi-year collaborative e�ort with teachers has resulted 
in revisions that will ensure “students get the skills they 
need to succeed in our changing world.” Experts on 
curriculum and assessment design were consulted to 
ensure that teachers would be equipped with the 
resources they need to deliver the “big ideas” of this new 
curriculum framework.

Know, Do, Understand
Educational attainment is directly linked to the social 
health of our society. Educated citizens are those who are 
invested in upholding the social values, who think 
creatively and critically about the world around them, and 
who are able to adapt to change. BC’s redesigned curricu-
lum approaches these goals through three elements: 
Know (Content), Do (Core Competencies), and Under-
stand (Big Ideas).

Concept-based, competency-driven curriculum is a model 
of education that fosters deeper knowledge and engages 
students in the conceptual and skills-based education 
that connects their learning to the real world.  With the 
substantial changes facing youth, this form of education 
couldn’t come any sooner.

Where Student Leadership in Sustainability 
Fits In
The new curriculum design creates an opportunity for 
specialized resources that align with core competencies 
and o�er 21st-century content on big ideas. Learning is 
enriched through community collaboration and within an 
increasingly �exible teaching environment, more and 
more teachers are eager to bring ground breaking materi-
als into their classrooms. 

The number of learning outcomes has been reduced, 
providing more time and �exibility for students to explore 
sustainability and social justice topics in depth.

SLS aligns with the content in various subjects and aims 
to create the understanding needed to be an informed 
global citizen. Throughout the program, students build 
the BC Ministry’s core competencies.

Challenges: Underfunding
The Provincial K-12 spending as a share of the BC econo-
my has been on a steady decline for over a decade. 
“Funding has fallen steadily from 3.3% of our province’s 
Gross Domestic Product in 2001 to a projected 2.5% in 
Budget 2016 which is a 25% decline,” reports the BC 
Center for Policy Alternatives in a recent study.

Provincial funding cuts have resulted in signi�cant 
school district shortfalls (leading to school closures), 
steadily growing class sizes, and overworked teachers. 
Special needs children, new immigrants, and children 
who live below the poverty line are most adversely 
a�ected by current funding trends, says Alex Heming-
way CCPA–BC’s Public Finance Policy Analyst.

The di�cult reality is that as positive and forward 
looking as the Ministry’s new curriculum is, �scal 
constraints challenge the ability of teachers to deliver.

Teachers are overcapacity, with little time to develop 
their own innovative and inspiring materials even if they 
understand the need and have the desire to be address-
ing the large complex sustainability issues we face.

Planting Seeds of Change
By supporting the Student Leadership in Sustainability 
program you are eliminating a signi�cant barrier to 
resource access, support, and professional
development. BTCEA is working to �nd ways of making 
teaching these intimating and ever-changing topics 
achievable and having our teachers feel inspired and 
supported by the work we do.

BTCEA recognizes the funding challenges that BC 
schools are currently enduring. Our Seeds of Change 
Campaign address the challenges and opportunities for 
engaging students in vital learning on critical sustain-
ability issues.




