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Former Congressman Chris Bell is a native Texan, attorney, former 
US Congressman and Houston City Councilmember, husband, and 
father of two who is running for US Senate. Bell has decades of expe-
rience in Texas Democratic politics, especially in Houston. He served 
on the City Council from 1997-2001, represented the area in the U.S. 
House from 2003-2005 and ran for governor in 2006. He was the 
Democratic nominee against then-Gov. Rick Perry, the Republican 
who won with 39% of the vote to Bell's 30%, while two independent 
candidates, Carole Keeton Strayhorn and Kinky Friedman, siphoned 
off the rest.  

Chris Bell: Candidate for Senate (Democratic Primary) 
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A former candidate for Lieutenant Govenor Michael Cooper is the 
President of the Beaumont NAACP. He earned a bachelor's degree in 
business and social studies from Lamar University Beaumont. 
Cooper's career experience includes working as a pastor at his local 
church, president of the South East Texas Toyota Dealers and in ex-
ecutive management with Kinsel Motors.  

Michael Cooper: Candidate for Senate (Democratic Primary) 
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Hank Gilbert has lived in Congressional District 1 most of his life. A 
longtime rancher and successful small business owner, Hank spent 
many years watching our community be left behind. Hank found his 
passion in teaching high school agriculture before leaving education 
to run his own business and focus on building agriculture interests. 
Hank is a graduate of Texas A&M University and Tyler resident. 

Hank Gilbert: Candidate for TX CD-1 (Democratic Primary) 

Adrian Ocegueda lives in El Paso, Texas. He earned a bachelor's de-
gree in political economy from Princeton University in 1998 and a 
master's degree in business administration from Southern Methodist 
University in 2008. Ocegueda's career experience includes working 
as a chartered financial analyst, a policy advisor in the Office of the 
El Paso Mayor, and principal at Lone Star Investment Advisors. 

Adrian Ocegueda: Candidate for Senate (Democratic Primary) 

Sema is a daughter of immigrants, oldest of 7 siblings and first Amer-
ican born child in her family. She is a passionate human rights advo-
cate, activist and organizer in the Houston area. Sema is also a mem-
ber of Democratic Socialist of America, who supports the DSA plat-
form and DSA values. Sema organized to empower voters to chal-
lenge their elected officials and candidates based on the issues to end 
systemic racism, poverty, the war economy, ecological devastation, 
and the distorted moral narrative as the Co-Chair of the Texas Poor 
People’s Campaign until she stepped down November of 2018 to run 
for the 2020 U.S. Senate election. 

Sema Hernandez: Candidate for Senate (Democratic Primary) 



Yancey, a longtime Dallas resident, is a veteran of the financial ser-
vices industry. Yancey has helped build four successful investment 
management firms, which in turn, created hundreds of well-paying 
jobs. He is currently the Chairman and CEO of Attacca International, 
an independent, privately held mergers and acquisitions boutique firm 
based in Dallas, Texas. Yancey currently serves on the board of Emi-
ly’s Place in Plano, Texas. Yancey earned his bachelors degree from 
the University of Oklahoma and attended executive classes at Har-
vard University for advanced course studies in mergers and acquisi-
tions.  

Mark Yancey: Candidate for Senate (Republican Primary) 
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In 1986, West ran his first campaign for public office, losing his bid 
for Dallas County district attorney. West's first successful political 
campaign was in 1992, when he ran for the Texas Senate, District 
23 seat after the incumbent, Eddie Bernice Johnson, moved to 
the United States House of Representatives. From April 2006 until 
January 2007, West served as President pro tempore of the Texas 
Senate. Outside of his community and legislative work, Senator West 
is the managing partner in the law firm of West & Associates. Sena-
tor West’s most important accomplishment is the support and encour-
agement from his wife of 32 years, Carol R. West, and their family.  

Royce West: Candidate for Senate (Democratic Primary) 

Cristina Tzintzún Ramirez is a nationally recognized advocate and 
leader in the Latino community and for working people across Texas. 
In the wake of the 2016 election, Cristina started Jolt with the goal of 
growing the Latino electorate in Texas. There, Cristina led campaigns 
to protect immigrant families’ rights, make college affordable for 
Texas students, and register and mobilize thousands of young Latinos 
in the 2018 election. Prior to her work with Jolt, Cristina co-founded 
Workers Defense Project (WDP) and helped pass half a dozen local 
and state laws to protect the rights of hundreds of thousands of work-
ers, guaranteeing them higher wages and safer working conditions.  

Christina Tzintzun Ramirez: Candidate for Senate (Democratic Primary) 


