
Use your film screening of DEATH BY DESIGN as a tool 

for educating your community about the environmental im-

pacts of consumer electronics and planned obsolescense.  

This guide offers some background information, helpful 

tips & discussion questions for an informative, rewarding 

screening. Good Luck!

what you’ll find inside! 

• about the film & filmmaker
• ready to watch! screening guide

• ready to act! handout

About the film 
Consumers love – and live on – their smartphones, tablets and lap-
tops. A cascade of new devices pours endlessly into the market, prom-
ising even better communication, non-stop entertainment and instant 
information. The numbers are staggering. By 2020, four billion people 
will have a personal computer. Five billion will own a mobile phone. 
But this revolution has a dark side, hidden from most consumers. In 
an investigation that spans the globe, filmmaker Sue Williams investi-
gates the underbelly of the electronics industry and reveals how even 
the smallest devices have deadly environmental and health costs. 

About the filmmaker 
Sue Williams has produced and directed five critically acclaimed, feature 
documentaries about China for national PBS broadcast, including Frontline. 
Contemporary China features prominently in her most recent film, Death by 
Design. Sue also directed two highly praised biographies on Eleanor Roos-
evelt and Mary Pickford for the PBS series, “American Experience.” Her films 
have been broadcast in more than 25 countries and appeared in festivals 
around the world; they have won numerous awards, including the 2016 The 
Boston Globe Filmmakers Fund Award.
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Ideas and best practices to help make your community screening a success!

ready to watch!

1. Publicize Your Event!  This is the most important step because it not only tells the world what you’re 
up to, but it lets the Bullfrog Community team know what your plans are so we can help you publicize 
your event. Visit http://www.bullfrogcommunities.com/death_by_design to register and get the word out 
about your upcoming screening. You can also email us at info@bullfrogcommunities.com if you need help 
getting started!

2. Visualize Your Goal!  What do you hope to achieve with your screening? Your goal could be to 
generate a lively post-film discussion about issues raised in the film, gain support or recruit volunteers for 
a local grassroots campaign, or raise funds for a group on your campus or in your community. Or, you can 
simply use the screening to provide an opportunity for your audience to watch and learn together.

3. Where To Host?  Consider which locations in your area would be ideal for accommodating a community 
film screening of the size you anticipate: downtown movie theaters, churches and synagogues, town halls, 
community centers, public libraries, school auditoriums, university and college venues, warehouses at a 
business and outdoor screenings at parks and playgrounds, and even private homes have been venues for 
many successful community screenings.

4. Find A Partner!  Give some thought to who is already working on this issue in your community. Can 
they help sponsor the event? Spread the word? Speak on a panel discussion after the screening? Some 
potential partners include: student groups at universities and colleges; a local public or campus library; 
representatives from local religious congregations or faith-based community groups; local chapters of 
national/global activist or grassroots organizations; faculty members at nearby universities and colleges; 
reporters/journalists from local news publications such as newspapers and magazines; local nonprofits; and 
any community organizations that share goals or views with the film you are screening.
 
5. Invite A Guest Speaker!  Guest speakers and panelists are a great way to encourage discussion and 
debate after a community screening. When people are engaged and thinking about the issues they will stay 
engaged long after the screening has passed. Contact representatives of local non-profits, faith groups, 
journalists and reporters from local media outlets, or teachers and professors who have expertise and/
or insight into the issues raised by the film, and invite them to attend your screening and participate in a 
discussion or Q&A session with your audience.

6.  Engage Your Audience!  Use this discussion guide to engage your audience. Included in this guide is a 
section called Ready to Act!, — which can be used as a handout — listing additional resources for further 
investigation about key issues raised in the film.

http://www.bullfrogcommunities.com/death_by_design
mailto:info@bullfrogcommunities.com
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7.  Spread The Word!  Think about the best methods available to you for publicizing your film screening 
to people in your community. Sending emails to a contact list, creating event notifications on Facebook, 
Google+, Eventbrite or an online community calendar, using Twitter to announce your event, and placing 
screening announcements in local newspapers and newsletters is a good start. In addition to this guide, 
you can find and download a screening poster and press photos at http://www.bullfrogcommunities.com/
death_by_design that can be used to help publicize your event.

8. Tell Us How It Went! Visit http://www.bullfrogcommunities.com/death_by_design to tell us about 
your event. Contribute to the film’s discussion page to help other student groups, universities, non-profits, 
congregations and community groups further the discussion and put on successful screening events of 
their own. Where was your screening held? Who attended? What went well, and what was challenging? 
What did you discuss? Your feedback will help others to organize their own events, and will energize 
Bullfrog Communities as a whole.

http://www.bullfrogcommunities.com/death_by_design
http://www.bullfrogcommunities.com/death_by_design
http://www.bullfrogcommunities.com/death_by_design
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ready to act!
FIND A RECYCLER!

Visit and use this customized Google Maps search to locate a recycling center, certified electronics refurbisher, 
or consumer drop-off site near you.

www.e-stewards.org/find-a-recycler/

MAXIMIZE YOUR DEVICE’S LIFE SPAN!

Whether you are an iOS or an Android user, battery life is one of the biggest issues. Here are some tips on 
how to make your batteries — and thus, your devices — last longer.

Tips for Apple devices: www.techtimes.com/articles/140594/20160312/tips-to-maximize-battery-life-and-
battery-lifespan-of-your-iphone-ipad-other-idevices-according-to-apple.htm

Tips for Android devices: www.techradar.com/news/phone-and-communications/mobile-phones/12-an-
droid-battery-life-tips-and-tricks-697772/1

LEARN HOW TO FIX YOUR STUFF!

Fixing our own devices extends their lifespan, saves the environment, and creates jobs.  Death by Design fol-
lows entrepreneurs Kyle Wiens and Luke Soules in their mission to help consumers repair their devices. They 
founded iFixit in 2003 when they realized how hard it was to find parts, tools, and repair manuals for their 
own electronics. 

Maintaining and repairing devices dramatically improves their life span. If we doubled the length of time we use 
an average piece of electronics, we could halve the amount of e-waste created. If we take care of our devices 
and fix them when they break, we can do a lot better than that.

Products that can be repaired, should be repaired. Even when recycled, about 30% of electronic material can-
not be recovered. Refurbished cell phones can be sold to someone new. Repaired computers bridge the digital 
divide. Even better, repair jobs are local. They won’t ever be shipped overseas.

Currently there are over 19,500 step-by-step manuals for over 5,500 devices freely available on the iFixit web-
site. www.ifixit.com/

handout

http://www.e-stewards.org/find-a-recycler/
http://www.techtimes.com/articles/140594/20160312/tips-to-maximize-battery-life-and-battery-lifespan-of-your-iphone-ipad-other-idevices-according-to-apple.htm
http://www.techtimes.com/articles/140594/20160312/tips-to-maximize-battery-life-and-battery-lifespan-of-your-iphone-ipad-other-idevices-according-to-apple.htm
http://www.techtimes.com/articles/140594/20160312/tips-to-maximize-battery-life-and-battery-lifespan-of-your-iphone-ipad-other-idevices-according-to-apple.htm
http://www.techradar.com/news/phone-and-communications/mobile-phones/12-an-droid-battery-life-tips-and-tricks-697772/1
http://www.techradar.com/news/phone-and-communications/mobile-phones/12-an-droid-battery-life-tips-and-tricks-697772/1
http://www.techradar.com/news/phone-and-communications/mobile-phones/12-an-droid-battery-life-tips-and-tricks-697772/1
http://www.ifixit.com/
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DONATE OR SELL YOUR ELECTRONICS!

Give your old gadgets to public schools, churches, or nonprofits. Most of them can make good use
of anything from old laptops and computers to printers and software.

If there aren’t any local organizations that want your electronics, your old devices can help many disadvan-
taged communities. Check out the National Cristina Network, which features a large variety of schools, 
nonprofits and charitable organizations that can benefit from your donations. Simply enter a zip code and start 
exploring.

https://www.cristina.org/

Another organization dedicated to repurposing excess electronics is the Electronics Access Foundation. 
It promises to donate your electronics to qualified charitable organizations. 

http://e-access.org/about-eaf/

Ready to unclog your drawers from old gadgetry lying around? There are a variety of sites offering to buy 
your devices, even if they are broken or damaged. From the popular trade-in website Gazelle, to vending-
machine-like drop-off boxes ecoATM and Amazon’s own trade-in program, you can price out your best 
option and even buy a certified phone.

https://www.gazelle.com/
https://www.ecoatm.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Trade-In/b?ie=UTF8&node=9187220011

Search Facebook for organizations near you that will happily take your donation. You can also find local 
groups that will buy and sell your unwanted stuff.

http://www.facebook.com

handout

https://www.cristina.org/
http://e-access.org/about-eaf/
https://www.gazelle.com/
https://www.ecoatm.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Trade-In/b?ie=UTF8&node=9187220011
http://www.facebook.com
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Basel Action Network (BAN) - http://www.ban.org/

BAN works to champion global environmental health and justice by ending toxic trade,
catalyzing a toxics-free future, and campaigning for everyone’s right to a clean environment.

China Labor Watch - http://www.chinalaborwatch.org/

China Labor Watch increases transparency of supply chains and factory labor conditions, advocates for work-
ers’ rights, and supports the Chinese labor movement.

Gaia - http://www.no-burn.org/

Gaia is a worldwide alliance of more than 800 grassroots groups, non-governmental organizations, and individu-
als in over 90 countries whose ultimate vision is a just, toxic-free world without incineration.

GoodElectronics - https://goodelectronics.org/

Brings together networks, organisations and individuals that are concerned about human rights, including 
labour rights, and sustainability issues in the global electronics supply chain, including trade unions, grass roots 
organisations, campaigning and research organisations, academia, and activists.

Greenpeace - http://www.greenpeace.org/

Greenpeace is an independent global campaigning organisation that acts to change attitudes and behaviour, to 
protect and conserve the environment and to promote peace. The Detox campaign challenges top brands 
to make amends by working with their suppliers to eliminate all hazardous chemicals across their entire supply 
chain, and the entire life-cycle of their products. The True Innovation campaign aims to redefine inno-
vation and make gadgets as innovative for the planet as they are for our lives.

iameco - http://www.iameco.com/

An Irish company dedicated to creating the world’s first ecologically safe computers: the iameco range.

International Campaign for Responsible Technology (ICRT) - http://www.icrt.co/

ICRT connects activists and organizations around the world, to make the electronics industry accountable and 
sustainable.

Lower East Side Ecology Center - https://www.lesecologycenter.org/

The Center works toward a more sustainable New York City by providing community-based recycling and 
composting programs, developing local stewardship of green space, and increasing community awareness, in-
volvement and youth development through environmental education programs.

http://www.greenpeace.org/international/en/campaigns/detox/
http://www.greenpeace.org/trueinnovation/
http://www.ban.org/
http://www.chinalaborwatch.org/
http://www.no-burn.org/
https://goodelectronics.org/
http://www.greenpeace.org/
http://www.iameco.com/
http://www.icrt.co/
https://www.lesecologycenter.org/
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ORGANIZATIONS WORKING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

iameco.com icrt.co

goodelectronics.org

electronicswatch.org/en ban.org

greenpeace.org/trueinnovation/

chinalaborwatch.org

no-burn.org

ifixit.com

http://iameco.com/
http://www.icrt.co/
http://goodelectronics.org/
http://electronicswatch.org/en/
http://www.ban.org/
http://www.greenpeace.org/trueinnovation/
http://www.chinalaborwatch.org/
http://www.no-burn.org/
http://www.ifixit.com/

