GUEST / OPINION COLUMN – GREAT EXAMPLES
 

A great way to engage your public and get the word out about your city’s Campaign to End Bullying is by getting a letter to the editor/ opinion column published (depending on your local newspapers submission policies). Here are some great examples of great guest / opinion columns that have appeared over the last several years:

 

http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/opinion/our-opinion-we-must-stop-bullying-it-starts-here-and/article_adf6bdae-590f-5021-9eee-398dd2c13a22.html
 

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/03/30/mike-huckabee-all-kids-and-their-parents-should-see-bully.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/04/20/ending-bullying-our-schools-communities
 

 

SAMPLE GUEST OPINION COLUMN FOR YOUR USE
 

The following is a sample opinion column or letter to the editor we prepared for your use. Feel free to use it verbatim, but anything you write from the heart will be the most powerful and convincing. This could also be used as talking points for a broadcast interview:

 

Bullying happens in our schools everyday. It happens among children, and children witness it happening among the adults around them.

Some say bullying is a fact of life, a rite of passage -- if no one gets physically hurt, what’s the big deal. Or they say, didn’t we address this problem last year?

Bullying is a big deal. And until we have reached a tipping point and it is no longer tolerated we need to continue to address the problem.

Victims of bullying can develop physical and emotional problems, have low self-esteem and suffer academically. At its worst, they strike back and harm others or hurt themselves. Across the country we have seen tragic examples of how taunting and harassment can lead young people to take their own lives. Online social media has added a new, even uglier layer to bullying in our society.

It is estimated that 13 million children are picked on by their peers each year. Some are bullied riding the bus to school, others in school playgrounds or hallways, and others on social media sites. Children are targeted because of their race, social background, physical characteristic or just because they are somehow “different.”  

Surveys have found that more than 160,000 children stay home from school every day out of fear of verbal of physical abuse by their tormentors. When a culture that accepts bullying as the norm pervades a school, it negatively affects the school experience of all students.
Every child deserves a chance to go to school every morning without fear. This is why I have joined The Mayors Campaign to End Bullying, and spearhead local efforts to create safe schools for our children.

Hundreds of cities are taking part in this national effort during October, National Bullying Prevention month. Here in (Name of City) we will be participating by (outline event you and your administration plan).  

October is National Bullying Prevention Month, but our efforts will extend beyond that to guarantee safe schools and a safe community. For example (Outline long term commitments and strategies you and your administration plan to keep the work going after October).

Bullying is not a failure of any one community, it is pervasive. And it takes courage on the part of local leaders to admit that our community can do more to address the problem. But when would we rather do that? By taking preventative measures or in the face of heartbreaking tragedy, as has so often happened?

We can change the norms so that bullying is unacceptable in our schools, our workplaces – and even in our homes. (Call for support of institutions and agencies in your city already working to combat bullying, perhaps to those who are partnering with you on your event, and those who you would like to have join.)

It’s time to stand up and make our voices heard. Together, we can put an end to bullying.
