
BUDGET
EDITION

THE COST 
OF LIVING

A BUDGET THAT GIVES 
AN $80 BILLION TAX 
HANDOUT TO BIG BUSINESS 
WHILE CUTTING FROM 
SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS AND 
PENSIONERS IS UNFAIR.

There’s a pensions cut of $14 a fortnight, 

increases to out-of-pocket costs for seeing a specialist, 

and nothing to address the private health insurance affordability crisis. 

Power prices have skyrocketed under the Liberals but this Budget has 

nothing for households and businesses to address them.

There’s a modest tax cut that won’t make up for the massive cost of 

living increases under the Turnbull Government, or the cuts to penalty 

rates of up to $77 a week.

EDUCATION CONTINUES TO 
SUFFER UNDER TURNBULL
The Liberals are continuing their war on the future.
Malcolm Turnbull and Simon Birmingham have refused to back down on 

their $2.2 billion cuts to university funding. There’s $270 million in new 

cuts to TAFE and apprentices. There’s been a forty percent decrease in 

apprenticeships and traineeships since this government got elected, on the 

Southside alone. Cuts to vocational education are reckless at best. And the 

government’s still going ahead with its $17 billion in cuts to school funding.

This is a Budget 
that CONTINUES 
the cost of living 
pressures on 
households.

Labor believes 
Australian families 
want their taxes to 
fund schools, not 
fatter bank profits.



IT’S A BUDGET THAT 
PANDERS TO PAULINE 
HANSON AND ONE 
NATION
With a funding cut of more than $80 million for the 
ABC, a failure to scrap the tampon tax, more than 
1200 public service job cuts,  and yet more foreign aid 
cuts on top of the $11 billion previously slashed from 
aid under this government.

And the Treasurer didn’t mention climate change 
even once in his Budget speech. This Budget delivers 
ZERO new policies or funding to drive down pollution 
and combat climate change. The government’s own 
projections show pollution will keep rising all the way 
to 2030 – and yet they have no policy to even meet 
their weak 26-28 per cent emissions reduction target.

DESPITE THE HYPE IT’S A 
BUDGET THAT WILL HURT 
OLDER AUSTRALIANS
Nothing will make up for years of harsh cuts to older 
Australians by the Abbott-Turnbull Government. In every 
single Budget since 2014, the Liberals have tried to cut the 
pension.
In 2014 the Liberals tried to cut pension indexation, cut pensioner 
concessions, reset deeming thresholds, and axed the $900 seniors 
supplement.

In 2015 the Liberals did a deal with the 
Greens to cut the pension to around 370,000 
pensioners.

In the 2016 Budget Mr Turnbull tried to cut 
the pension to around 190,000 pensioners 
as part of a plan to limit overseas travel for 
pensioners to six weeks.

And now, Australia’s pensioners are among 
the biggest losers from Malcolm Turnbull’s big 
business Budget.

Malcolm Turnbull is keeping his unfair zombie cuts to pensioners 
including axing the Energy Supplement of $14 a fortnight for single 
age pensioners.

Mr Turnbull is keeping his unfair plan to increase Australia’s pension 
age to 70 - meaning that Australia will have one of the oldest pension 
ages in the world.

CUTTING RESIDENTIAL CARE 
TO PAY FOR AGED CARE PACKAGES 
IS AN INSULT
The Turnbull Government’s aged care package is an insult to older 
Australians and does nothing to address the aged care crisis.

Funding just 14,000 new in-home aged care packages over four 
years is a cruel hoax – made even worse by the fact that funding is 
coming from within the existing aged care Budget to pay for it. 

3,500 places a year isn’t even enough to keep pace with demand – 
the waiting list grew by 20,000 in the last six months of 2017 alone.

There are 105,000 older Australians currently on the waiting list 
for a home care package – including almost 80,000 older 
Australians needing the most support to stay in their homes and 
out of aged care.

It’s a particularly cruel hoax after promising older Australians it 
would address the wait list. 

A funding cut of more than $80 million for the ABC

NO mention of climate change

More foreign aid cuts

More than 1200 public service job cuts

Budgets are all 
about choices – 
once again Turnbull 
and the Liberals 
have chosen the 
banks and the 
big end of town 
over Australia’s 
pensioners.



WHAT ABOUT 
CROSS RIVER RAIL?

There’s nothing in the Budget for Cross River Rail. $0. 
Labor will fund it. The Liberals won’t.

NOT ONE 
MENTION OF 

CLIMATE 
CHANGE IN THE 
ENTIRE BUDGET 

SPEECH

STILL NO LONG-TERM 
COMMITMENT ON 
KINDY
Mr Turnbull and the Liberals have once again 
failed to deliver long term funding for child care, 
with funding due to expire at the end of next year, 
leaving 350,000 children around Australia in limbo.
Year after year the Turnbull Government begrudgingly 

rolls over only one year of stop-gap funding to preschools, 

creating massive uncertainty not only for families, but right 

across the sector.

This is on top of Mr Turnbull’s complicated changes to the 

subsidy scheme, due to come into effect in July this year.

Over 2,000 families in Griffith are going to be worse off 

under the new model, thanks to complex work and means 

tests which will hit vulnerable families the hardest.

Amongst the chaos of this complicated new package, 

families are being asked to apply to Centrelink to have their 

payments processed, adding a further, unnecessary, layer of 

bureaucracy, as well as putting more pressure on the already 

overwhelmed Centrelink.

ANOTHER FAILURE WHEN IT 
COMES TO HOSPITALS, DOCTORS 
AND PRIVATE HEALTH
Malcolm Turnbull has decided to persist with his $715 million 
in cruel cuts to hospitals over the next two years. The Liberal 
National Government has also locked in further cuts for the five 
years from 2020.

They are keeping their Medicare rebate freeze in place for years 
to come, forcing up out-of-pocket costs to see specialists. Griffith 
already has the fourth highest out-of-pocket costs for specialists 
in the state. We need relief, not higher costs.

The Turnbull Government has failed to do anything to address 
the private health insurance affordability crisis.
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Shadow Assistant Minister for Preventing Family Violence. Shadow Assistant 
Minister for Universities. Shadow Assistant Minister for Equality

I hold regular listening posts and community events - 
where I take my office to the streets, so my team and I 
can hear directly from locals. If you have something you 
wanted to tell me, check my website for upcoming events, 
or give the office a call on 3899 4031.

WEDNESDAY 13 JUNE
9:30 am @ Perth Street Park
Camp Hill
11 am @ Bunyapa Park
West End

BRISBANE AIRPORT 
CORPORATION 
MASTER PLAN BEGUN
The Brisbane Airport Corporation (BAC) has 
commenced work on the first draft of their 2020 
Master Plan. The Plan is due for public comment in 
May 2019.

IN THE COMMUNITY

ANZAC DAY
This year’s Anzac Day marked 
103 years since our ANZACs 
first landed on the beaches at 
Gallipoli in the First World War.

This year also marked the 
final Anzac Day of the Anzac 
Centenary commemorations in 
which we remember the original 
Anzacs and why they fought.

Thank you to all those who led, 
or participated in services to 
pay respect to all those who 
have served our nation in war 
and conflict.


