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Dear Secretary 

 

Submission to the Select Committee on the Exposure Draft 

of the Marriage Amendment (Same-Sex Marriage) Bill 

 

We refer to the Select Committee’s inquiry into the Commonwealth Government’s 

exposure draft of the Marriage Amendment (Same-Sex Marriage) Bill. The following is a 

submission to the Select Committee in response to the committee’s terms of reference.  

 

The committee should seek to produce a report that assists the Parliament to pass a bill for 

marriage equality.  

 

The report should make recommendations that would enhance the likelihood that a bill 

removing discrimination against members of our community who cannot presently marry 

is in a form that is capable of being passed by the parliament.  

 

Accordingly the committee should strive to reach agreement as to appropriate measures to 

prevent encroachment upon religious freedoms.  

 

Further, the committee should seek to ensure that any measures included for that purpose 

are likely to have the support of a majority of members of each of the Senate and the 

House of Representatives.  

 

The committee should bear in mind the importance and desirability of promoting religious 

freedom, in respect of both the freedom to hold religious beliefs and the freedom to 

practise religion.  

 

The committee should also bear in mind the importance of continuing our nation’s 

progress in promoting freedom from discrimination, for people on the basis of sexual 

orientation, gender identity, or other like attributes. Australians should be able to fully 

participate in our community, including in the institution of marriage, regardless of such 
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attributes, just as Australians should be able to fully participate regardless of other 

attributes such as race, national origin, religion, age, disability, or gender. 

 

The committee should turn its mind to how churches and faith leaders can be assured that a 

change to the law would not require ministers of religion to undertake any marriage 

ceremonies that are contrary to their religious beliefs.  

 

Any other exemptions or protections should be considered in light of the importance and 

desirability of the freedoms to which we have referred. 

 

The Marriage Amendment (Same-Sex Marriage) Bill is of critical importance to many 

Australians and we look forward to reading the report produced as a consequence of this 

inquiry. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Hon Mark Dreyfus QC 

Shadow Attorney-General 

Shadow Minister for National Security 

Federal Member for Isaacs 

 

  

Terri Butler MP 

Shadow Assistant Minister for Preventing Family Violence 

Shadow Assistant Minister for Universities 

Shadow Assistant Minister for Equality  

Federal Member for Griffith 

 


